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Highlights 
 

• Call for nominations for Redd 
Center Award by March 1, 
2014 
 

• Contact Jill Clark about 
organizing sessions for the 
2014 AAG in Tampa:  
clark.1099@osu.edu 

 

Photo above by Cadieux at a field 
trip that was part of the 2013 
Agroecology summit in Minnesota. 

   

Letter from the Chair 
 

Dear Rural Geography Specialty Group members, 

As we prepare for another annual meeting, we would like to 
extend the invitation to all to use the Rural Geography 
“knowledge community” listserv for the planning of papers and 
sessions (we’ve had very good luck placing many rural papers in 
wonderful and appropriate sessions over the past few years) – 
and also for keeping everyone up to date on rural geography 
related events in your regions that may not have to do with the 
annual meeting. (We also note one more time that the official 
AAG Knowledge Community listserv now includes the prior 
Ursinus listserv, so if you are still getting both, you can send a 
message saying UNSUBSCRIBE AAG-RURAL to 
listserv@listserv.ursinus.edu). We have already had proposals 
developing for a field trip exploring the political ecology and 
society-environment linkages of craft beer in Tampa and 
workshops on rural geography case study and syllabus 
development. (More detail on communication, p. 8) 

As part of our effort to more actively extend the activities of the 
RGSG beyond a focus on the annual meeting, we have also 
recently broadened the board to include representation from a 
wide range of regions (see our full board description here: 
http://rgsg.wordpress.com/about/). We would like to extend a 
warm welcome to new board members – including Ryan 
Bergstrom, Jessica Breen, Trina Filan, Peggy Jackson, Cheryl 
Morse, Kolson Schlosser and Bill Wetherholt – and special 
thanks to outgoing board members who completed terms in 
2013 including Laura Taylor, who served as Awards Chair, and 
Renata Blumberg, who served as Student Representative. 
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We would like to see more regular discussion of what’s 
happening in the regions here in the newsletter and also on the 
listserv, describing rural geography themes in the regional 
meetings as well as cognate meetings, and using the listserv to 
help develop syllabi and bibliographies on active rural 
geography research and teaching, as well as to solicit and 
provide feedback on questions and challenges! As our recent 
membership survey shows, we have a membership engaged in 
rural geography research and teaching around the world on a 
number of topics, and it would be great to use the listserv to 
support the intellectual work of our members. 

Finally, I’d like to share a few words on rural geography in 
Minnesota: as the two images of Willow Lake farm included 
here show, the 2013 Agroecology Summit at Tony Thompson’s 
farm was a wonderful success, and I highlight it here because it 
exemplified for me the value of a form of publicly-engaged and 
experiential social learning I think rural geography does 
particularly well. Rural residents, farmers, townspeople, 
academics, activists, agency representatives, and friends and 
family gathered for discussion (you can see people spilling out 
of the barn where a lively talk on the rural population rebound 
was taking place), field trips (to see state of the art equipment 
for ridge-till farming practices to reduce erosion and nutrient 
and soil loss, as well as to an extraordinarily well-cared for and 
thriving prairie remnant kept from agriculture by Tony’s great 
aunt), and exploration of the role of rural life in contemporary 
society. I am grateful to live and work in a place where so many 
non-academics take leading roles in facilitating exploratory and 
inclusive knowledge practices, and in an academic tradition that 
has a long history of engaging in such popular knowledge 
culture. 

We look forward to hearing more about what people are doing 
in the regions and planning for Tampa. 

Sincerely,  Valentine Cadieux 

 

Photo by Cadieux of the 2013 Agroecology Summit at Willow Lake Farm in Minnesota.  
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Awards  
Apply for the 2014 Rural American 
West Paper Competition 
 
Sponsored by the Redd Center for the American West at 
Brigham Young University, this competition recognizes excellent 
research papers on the geography of the rural American West to 
be presented at the Tampa AAG meeting.  The competition is 
open to both faculty and graduate students who are presenting 
a paper in Tampa.  The winning paper will receive a $500 award 
courtesy of the Redd Center.  Papers must be no more than 15 
pages (double-spaced) in length (excluding bibliography).  To 
enter, please submit a (non-PDF) electronic copy of the paper 
(via email) to Chris Laingen (crlaingen@eiu.edu), RGSG Awards 
Director, by March 1, 2014. The winner will be announced at 
the RGSG business meeting the week of the meeting (see final 
conference schedule for date, time, and location of RGSG 
business meeting). 
 
........................................................................................... 
For more information on RGSG awards visit the RGSG website: 
http://rgsg.wordpress.com/awards/  
 
Submit all award competition questions and submissions to 
Chris Laingen, Awards Director, crlaingen@eiu.edu.  
 

2013 Student Research Awards 
PhD:  ($500) Laurel Bellante, U. of Arizona:  A Small Solution?  A 
Political Ecology of "Small Farmer" Development in Chiapas, 
Mexico 

Masters:  ($250) Carly Nichols, U. of Arizona:  Hidden Hungers: 
Political Ecologies of Food and Nutrition in Rainfed India 

........................................................................................... 

Non-RGSG Awards of Interest:  
For other Specialty Group awards not listed here that might fit 
your interests, see the AAG Specialty and Affinity Group 
Directory.  

Deadline: October 15, 2013 - Garrison Award 

The biennial William L. Garrison Award for Best Dissertation in 
Computational Geography supports innovative research into the 
computational aspects of geographic science. 

 
 
 
RGSG Board 
Members 
 
New England St. Lawrence Valley: 
Cheryl Morse 
University of Vermont 
cheryl.morse@uvm.edu 
 
Southeast: Peggy Jackson 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville 
pjacks07@utk.edu 
 
East Lakes: Jill Clark 
 
Southwest: Colleen Hiner 
 
West Lakes: Chris Laingen 
 
Canada: Trina Filan 
University of Lethbridge 
trina.filan@uleth.ca 
 

 
 

Directors-at-large 
Jesse Abrams 
University of Oregon 
jabrams@uoregon.edu 
 
Nick Gill 
University of Wollongong 
ngill@uow.edu.au 
 
 
Director-graduate reps. 
Jessica Breen 
University of Kentucky 
jessica.breen@uky.edu 
 
Bill Wetherholt 
Kansas State University 
insitu@k-state.edu 
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October 15, 2013 - AAG Rose Anti-Racism Award 
The Harold M. Rose Award for Anti-Racism Research and Practice honors geographers who have 
a demonstrated record of the type of research and active contributions to society that have 
marked Harold Rose's career. The award will be given to those who have served to advance the 
discipline through their research, and who have also had an impact on anti-racist practice.  

 

2014 IPSG Student Paper Competition   
The Indigenous Peoples Specialty Group (IPSG) invites submissions for its annual Graduate 
Student Paper Competition, in conjunction with the 2014 AAG general meeting. We invite 
graduate student papers addressing Indigenous critical cartography, geographic research, 
education, methodologies, and/or theory. Special consideration will be given to papers that do 
one or more of the following:  
 

• Foster geographic research and education that involves the Indigenous peoples of the 
world, past and present 

• Prioritize Indigenous people(s)’ perspectives, voices, and epistemologies 
• Encourage approaches to research and teaching that support Indigenous goals of self-

determination over their territories and/or cultures 
• Help build relationships of mutual trust between Indigenous communities and academic 

geographers 
• Contribute to decolonizing the discipline and practice of Geography 

 
The award for the top student paper includes a cash award of US$150.00 and a one-year 
honorary student membership in the IPSG. 

Eligible papers for this competition must be written manuscripts. It is preferred that the 
manuscript be sole-authored by a graduate student. Papers co-authored with a faculty member 
will not be considered. However, manuscripts co-authored in collaboration with a person/people 
at the community-scale will be considered. The paper needs to be presented at either the AAG 
annual meeting in Tampa, FL or any regional geography meeting or another professional 
conference. Papers should be in English, with translation provided for any quotes or sections in a 
language other than English. Papers will be evaluated by IPSG board members, which include 
both faculty members and graduate students. The committee reserves the right not to award a 
prize if submissions are not of sufficient quality.  

Interested students should submit a copy of their conference paper electronically by April 1, 
2014 to either of the IPSG co-chairs: Mark Palmer at palmermh@missouri.edu or Juli Hazlewood 
at jahaze@gmail.com. (Please put "IPSG Student Paper Submission" in the subject line.) Any 
questions about the competition should also be directed to the co-chairs. 

 

 

http://www.aag.org/cs/grantsawards/haroldrose
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Cultural Geography: 2014 Denis E. Cosgrove Research 
Grant Competitions 
The competitions aim to provide a measure of support for graduate students to conduct high-
quality research projects for their master's thesis or doctoral dissertation.  Each applicant must 
be a student member of the CGSG at the time of application and the proposed project should be 
part of his/her thesis or dissertation research.  This year's grants will be made at $500 for the 
PhD level and $250 for the MA level; they may not be made if no proposals are deemed 
suitable. Applications and additional information are available at the CGSG 
website (http://cultural.missouri.edu). Applications are due to Angela Subulwa, CGSG Awards 
Chair, at subulwaa@uwosh.edu no later than January 3, 2014. 
 

Development Geographies Specialty Group of the AAG 
student awards 
DGSG Student Paper Award: 
The Development Geographies Specialty Group (DGSG) is seeking papers for the 2014 Student 
Paper Competition.  An award in the amount of $200 will be provided to a graduate student 
(M.A. or Ph.D.) who provides a single-authored, original paper dealing with development studies, 
development geography, or geographic research in a developing country.  The paper needs to be 
presented at the AAG Annual Meeting in 2014 but does not need to be part of a DGSG-sponsored 
session.  Paper submissions will be evaluated by Directors of the specialty group and the winner 
will be announced in advance of the Annual Meeting.  In order to be considered, students need 
to send an electronic copy of their paper by January 13, 2014 to Farhana Sultana, DGSG Chair at 
sultanaf@syr.edu. 
  
DGSG Student Travel Award: 
The Developing Geographies Specialty Group (DGSG) is seeking papers for the 2014 Gary Gaile 
Travel Award.  An award in the amount of $200 will be given to a graduate student conducting 
preliminary fieldwork for a research project on development-related themes. Candidates should 
submit a two-page proposal that summarizes the project and its significance, a list of references 
cited in the proposal, and a CV.  Proposal submissions will be evaluated by Directors of the 
specialty group and the winner will be announced in advance of the Annual Meeting.  In order to 
be considered, students need to send an electronic copy of their proposal by January 13, 2014 to 
Farhana Sultana, DGSG Chair at sultanaf@syr.edu. 
 
 

Energy and Environment Specialty Group Paper Award 
Competition - 2014  
The Energy & Environment SG is sponsoring two awards for the AAG Annual Meeting of the AAG: 
The Daniel B. Luten Award is for best paper by a professional geographer at the AAG Annual 
Meeting. The Earl Cook Award is for best paper by a student delivered at the AAG Annual 
Meeting. The topic must be on energy, environment, or a mix of the two, and it must be 
delivered in person at the annual AAG meeting. The award includes $250 prize, an engraved 
plaque, and formal announcement at the AAG meeting. The award will be based on the written 
paper and will be judged by a panel of experts within the Energy and Environment Specialty 
Group of the AAG. 

imap://cadieux%40umn%2Eedu@imap.gmail.com:993/fetch%3EUID%3E/cultural.missouri.edu
imap://cadieux%40umn%2Eedu@imap.gmail.com:993/fetch%3EUID%3E/cultural.missouri.edu
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Deadlines:  
Notice of intent (Title and/or Abstract preferred) - November 1, 2013 
Completed paper (in MS WOrd) - February 15, 2014  
 
Send all correspondence and papers to Prof. Martin J. (Mike) Pasqualetti, Chair Awards 
Committee of the EESG, School of Geographical Sciences and Urban Planing Arizona State 
Universtiy, Tempe, Arizona. Pasqualetti@ASU.edu  
 
 

European Specialty Group Graduate Student Paper 
Competition  
The European Specialty Group (ESG) is pleased to announce the 2014 ESG Graduate Student 
Papers Competition.  We are inviting submissions of conference papers from graduate students 
who presented (or are going to present) at a regional or national geography meeting (or 
related interdisciplinary conference) between March 2013 and April 2014. 
 
 This year the ESG announces two graduate student paper competitions, one at a Master level 
and a second one at a PhD level. The awards are a wonderful opportunity for up-and-coming 
geographers with research interests in Europe to bring attention to their work and to offset the 
costs of conference travel. The winner will receive a cash award of $300 for a PhD related paper 
and $200 for a Master related paper, as well a complimentary ticket to the AAG Annual Meeting 
Awards Luncheon. 
 
To make this competition a success, we ask that faculty members encourage their graduate 
students at all levels to enter the competition.  Papers must focus on European geography and 
students must be members of the ESG in order to be eligible. In addition, the recipient may 
receive only one AAG specialty group award in the award year. Should the recipient receive more 
than one award, s/he is obligated to either accept our award or decline in order to 
accept another specialty group award.  
 
Papers should be double-spaced, 12-point font, and not more than 15 pages in length (including 
everything).  Please submit two files. One file should consist of the paper without the author's 
name. A separate file should include the author's name, institution, level of study (MA, PhD), 
when and at what conference the paper was/will be presented. 
Those interested in participating should send a copy of their paper by e-mail as a Word 
attachment to Christian Sellar (csellar@olemiss.edu) or Stephanie Wilbrand 
(stephaniewilbrand@gmail.com) by March 10th, 2014. Early submissions are encouraged; 
late submissions will not be considered. Please direct any questions you may have about the 
paper competition to Christian Sellar (csellar@olemiss.edu) at University of Mississippi or 
Stephanie Wilbrand (stephaniewilbrand@gmail.com) at University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
 
 

mailto:Pasqualetti@ASU.edu
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Geography Education Specialty Group Gail Hobbs Student 
Paper Competition 
The Geography Education Specialty Group (GESG) encourages students to participate in the GESG 
Gail Hobbs Student Paper Competition at the AAG Annual Meeting in Tampa, Florida, April 8-12, 
2014. Students at all academic levels are encouraged to present their recent geography 
education research in specifically organized GESG Gail Hobbs Student Paper Competition 
sessions.  Students that present papers in the competition sessions will have their meeting 
registration fees (student member rate) refunded by the GESG.  Additionally, up to two $100 
prizes will be awarded to the best papers.  In order to be considered, students should contact Dr. 
Herschel Stern by Monday, November 25, 2013.  Note that the early registration deadline is 
Wednesday, October 23, and you would be helping the GESG by contacting Dr. Stern and 
registering by then.  Submission and registration reimbursement details will be provided 
following initial contact.  The final abstract submission deadline for the AAG 2014 conference is 
December 3, 2013.  For any questions or for paper submission information, contact Dr. Herschel 
Stern at MiraCosta College, One Barnard Drive, Oceanside, CA 92056, hstern@miracosta.edu, 
(760) 757-2121 x6247. 

 

Agricultural Innovation Prize 2014 
Although this is not administered by the RGSG, we encourage undergraduate and graduate 
students across all academic disciplines to consider entering the largest student-focused 
competition in agriculture in the world. The competition encourages student teams to develop 
innovative, real-world plans to address social and agricultural challenges within food systems to 
improve the standard of living and quality of life for the world’s population. Student entries are 
due February 28, 2014: http://www.agprize.com 

 

Open Competition Sponsored by the Russia, Central 
Eurasia, and Eastern Europe Specialty (RCEEE) Group: 
Student Paper & Field Research Awards Competition 
 
FIELD RESEARCH TRAVEL AWARD ($400); STUDENT CONFERENCE PAPER AWARD ($150) 
 
The RCEEE Group is sponsoring two awards preceding the 2014 Annual Meeting of the AAG. The 
Field Research Travel Award will go to a graduate student planning field work in Eurasia in 2014-
15. Interested individuals will submit a research proposal to be evaluated by the RCEEE Awards 
Committee. The Student Conference Paper Award will recognize the best original research paper 
written & submitted by a student, and that has been or will be presented at the AAG Annual 
Meeting or any appropriate regional meeting. Appropriate topics should include some aspect of 
Russian, Central Eurasian or East European geography, even broadly conceived. The award 
includes formal announcement at the AAG meeting in Tampa in April 2014 as well as 
announcement of the winner's name and paper topic through electronic media. The awards will 
be based on submitted documents and will be judged by a panel of senior scholars within the 
Russia, Central Eurasia, & Eastern Europe Specialty Group of the AAG. 

mailto:hstern@miracosta.edu
http://www.agprize.com/
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Deadlines: 
Notice of intent (Title and Abstract) - January 1, 2014 
Completed paper (in DOC or RTF format) - March 15, 2014 
Send all inquiries, correspondence, and papers to Megan Dixon, mdixon@collegeofidaho.edu 

 

Rural student fellowship opportunities at Ohio State 
The Rural Sociology specialization in the School of Environment and Natural Resources at Ohio 
State University is seeking high quality applicants for several academic fellowship opportunities.  
Qualified students may also be considered for teaching and research associateships depending 
on school and faculty needs. 
 
Fellowship awards are for one and possibly multiple years and include stipend, tuition and fees, 
with additional years of support possible via teaching or research associateships.  Fellowship 
awards are available beginning in Fall 2014.  To be considered for a fellowship, applications for 
graduate study are due by December 31st, 2012.  Contact our graduate program staff at 
ENRGrad@osu.edu<mailto:ENRGrad@osu.edu> for guidance regarding submission of an 
application and contact Linda Lobao (lobao.1@osu.edu<mailto:lobao.1@osu.edu>) for further 
detail about graduate studies in Rural Sociology.  See http://senr.osu.edu/ for more information 
about the School of Environment and Natural Resources at Ohio State and 
http://go.osu.edu/RuralSociology  for information specific to the rural sociology specialization. 
 
 

 
Houston, Alaska, 2013 
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mailto:ENRGrad@osu.edu
mailto:lobao.1@osu.edu
mailto:lobao.1@osu.edu
http://senr.osu.edu/
http://go.osu.edu/RuralSociology


Rural Geography News – Fall 2013 
 

9 | P a g e  
 

Communication 
Improving the website  
Please submit ideas for prospective interactive segments to improve the website. For example, 
should we include a section with lesson plans, photo essays, etc.? What would you like to see? 
Innisfree McKinnon has volunteered to coordinate these improvements. Contact her at: 
innisfre@uoregon.edu 
 

How to send and receive RGSG messages? 
There are different ways  to access messages depending on if your AAG membership is active or 
not. Knowledge Communities are organized via the AAG website and require active AAG 
membership. Without AAG membership, the listserve hosted by Ursinus College is a way of 
getting messages and it is possible to sign up to ‘follow’ the RGSG website. You can forward 
messages to be posted to any RGSG Board member to post out for you.  

 

AAG Knowledge Communities 

To access the Knowledge Communities Platform, AAG membership must be active and you must 
have selected the Rural Geography Specialty Group as one of your specialty groups when you 
registered. 

1. Go to the AAG website www.aag.org 
2. Login with your AAG login and password to the right.  
3. To the left of the Green Bar, click on ‘Membership’  
4. On the column to the right, select ‘Knowledge Communities’ 
5. Scroll to the bottom and click on ‘AAG Specialty Group Knowledge Communities’ 
6. From the Blue Bar, select ‘Communities’  
7. From the Communities Tab, Select ‘My Communities’ 
8. Scroll down and select ‘Rural Geography’ 
9. Then, you will see ‘Recent Activity’, ‘Discussions’, ‘Library’, ‘Blog’, ‘Members’ 
10. To post a message, click on ‘Discussions’ and then to the right there will be a button ‘+ 

Post New Message’ 

Listserve, hosted by Ursinus College 

All messages posted to the RGSG Knowledge Communities Website are also sent those signed 
onto the Listserve. If you are a member of the Knowledge Community and signed onto the 
listserve, then you will receive TWO messages. Either subscribe, or unsubscribe depending what 
best serves your situation.  

1. To subscribe, send an e-mail to LISTSERV@LISTSERV.URSINUS.EDU with SUBSCRIBE AAG-
RURAL in the body of the message. 
 

mailto:innisfre@uoregon.edu
http://www.aag.org/
mailto:LISTSERV@LISTSERV.URSINUS.EDU
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Or 
 

2. To unsubscribe, send an e-mail to LISTSERV@LISTSERV.URSINUS.EDU with UNSUBSCRIBE 
AAG-RURAL  in the body of the message. 

 

‘Follow’ the Rural Geography Specialty Group Website 

This option will alert you via e-mail when a new post has been added to the RGSG website.  

1. Go to the RGSG website, http://rgsg.wordpress.com  
2. On the lower right hand side, there is a ‘+Follow’ link which you can select. 
3. Enter the e-mail address to which you want alerts sent. 
4. A confirmation e-mail will be sent to you. Follow the activation instructions.  
5. Note: You can send a message to any RGSG Board member to post to the site.  

 

 

 

Witzenhausen, Germany, September, 2013 
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Association of American Geographers Division Updates 

Southwest  
For those located or interested in the American Southwest, you can join the list serve for 
the Southwest Division of the Association of American Geographers (SWAAG) by emailing Sarah 
Bednarz at s-bednarz@tamu.edu. Also, this year's regional conference will take place October 
24-26, 2013 at the Fredonia Hotel in Nacogdoches, Texas. Registration and abstract submission is 
available until Oct 15, 2013. Please see the following website for more 
information: http://www.sfasu.edu/laa/704.asp.  

 

Great Plains – Rocky Mountain 
Coming up soon – Regional conference, October 10 – 12, 2013 at the University of Nebraska at 
Omaha. Please contact Karen Falconer Al-Hindi for more information at: 
kfalconeralhindi@mail.unomaha.edu and the website: http://www.cvent.com/events/great-
plains-rocky-mountain-annual-meeting-2013/event-summary-
b8638b30505a47f3a4bee4ad73972b9a.aspx  
 

Midwest  
Macalester College in St. Paul, Minnesota hosted the 2013 Midwest Undergraduate Geography 
Symposium (MUGS) on April 27th. Since 2005, MUGS has provided undergraduate students from 
across the Midwest the opportunity to present their research at a formal Geography conference. 
This year there was a total of 12 presentations spread over three dedicated sessions that 
specifically focused on rural issues. Topics included the changing demands on rural health 
infrastructure, land access for first-time farmers in the Midwest, the effects of extractive 
economies on rural business development and tourism as a tool for rural development, among 
many others. Contact Ryan Bergstrom for more information: rbergstrom@gustavus.edu 
 

Northwest 
Save the Dates!  The University of Vermont Food Systems Graduate Program will host the 
following conference: "Collaboration and Innovation Across the Food System", June 18-22, 2014, 
in Burlington VT.  This conference will serve as the joint annual meetings of the Association for the 
Study of Food and Society, the Association for Study of Agriculture and Human Values, and the 
Society for Anthropology of Food and Nutrition. For more information go 
to: www.uvm.edu/foodsystemsprogram or contact Cheryl Morse: cheryl.morse@uvm.edu. 
 

West Lakes 
Upcoming 2013 West Lakes Meeting:  University of Wisconsin, Eau Claire.  Oct. 17-19, 2013.  For 
more information, contact Dr. Paul Kaldjian (kaldjian@uwec.edu).  

Update from the Royal Geographical Society-Institute of 
British Geographers Meeting 
August 27-30, 2013, London 

mailto:s-bednarz@tamu.edu
http://www.sfasu.edu/laa/704.asp
mailto:kfalconeralhindi@mail.unomaha.edu
http://www.cvent.com/events/great-plains-rocky-mountain-annual-meeting-2013/event-summary-b8638b30505a47f3a4bee4ad73972b9a.aspx
http://www.cvent.com/events/great-plains-rocky-mountain-annual-meeting-2013/event-summary-b8638b30505a47f3a4bee4ad73972b9a.aspx
http://www.cvent.com/events/great-plains-rocky-mountain-annual-meeting-2013/event-summary-b8638b30505a47f3a4bee4ad73972b9a.aspx
mailto:rbergstrom@gustavus.edu
http://www.uvm.edu/foodsystemsprogram
mailto:cheryl.morse@uvm.edu
mailto:kaldjian@uwec.edu
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The Rural Geography Research Group was very active at the 2013 International Annual Meeting 
of the Royal Geographical Society with IBG in London, hosting nine sessions as well as a plenary 
and lunch, and an after-hours  gathering of rural researchers at the Queen’s Arms pub.  As the 
conference theme was “New Geographical Frontiers,” several of the sessions focused on the 
operation of conceptual and material borders in rural contexts.  Sadly, I could not attend all of 
the sessions, so this report covers just a slim view of the papers presented.    

‘Frontiers’  was an excellent frame for the sessions as it allowed researchers working in diverse 
locations and at different scales to consider how formal and everyday definitions of the rural 
function in such contexts as  government planning, the professional lives of women, local 
historical societies, agri-tourism businesses, and global policy formation, for example. Three 
sessions were organized under the title “Transgression proliferations: geographies of creative 
process-theory-practice boundary transition (nature-culture).” Collectively these papers 
highlighted the exciting creative methodological approaches that were evident throughout the 
conference.  I noted an emphasis on embodied and action-oriented practices, engagement with 
the arts, and collaborative knowledge production methods in numerous papers across the sub-
disciplines represented at the meeting.  I look forward to reading the results of these sessions in 
print and am curious to see how this scholarly work may be represented in alternative media: 
potentially in events, art exhibits, and film. 

Submitted by Cheryl Morse, University of Vermont: cemorse@uvm.edu 

 

 

A view of California‘s Coast Range from the Central Valley, 2013 

  

mailto:cemorse@uvm.edu
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Research Highlights 
Sharing Research in Rural Geography 
 

In this section, we seek to illustrate some of the types of research being done by geographers 
that interrogate different aspects of the concept of rurality, or which analyze processes relevant 
to rural spaces. The research highlights section include research at various stages of process.  
 

Spatial Articulations of Race, Desire and Belonging in 
Western North Carolina: LaToya Eaves  
LaToya E. Eaves is a PhD Candidate at Florida International 
University.  The title of her dissertation is Spatial 
Articulations of Race, Desire and Belonging in Western 
North Carolina.  Her dissertation examines the race and 
sexuality interplay amongst black women who experience 
same-gender desire, intimacy, and love in the context of 
Southern regionalism.   
 

LaToya conducted ethnographic fieldwork over the course 
of two years in Western North Carolina, which included 
participant observation and a series of formal and 
informal interviews, and undertook archival work. She 
completed in-depth, semi-structured interviews with black 
queer and lesbian individuals in Jackson, Haywood, 
Buncombe, and Burke Counties.   

 

Preliminary analyses of the project point to several 
themes: spatial processes of race and racism; 
personal and regional histories of involvement in 
religious groups; radical space making; and tensions 
around/connections to the rural-urban divide.  
Currently, LaToya is writing the dissertation while 
completing a one-year pre-doctoral fellowship at the 
University of Connecticut, where she is housed in 
Women’s, Gender & Sexuality Studies and the 
Department of Geography.  Her dissertation defense 
is scheduled for May 2014. 

  

LaToya Eaves, PhD Candidate, Florida 
International University, 2013 
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Questioning Prisons as Rural Development: Jack Norton  
Jack Norton is a PhD student in 
Geography at the City University of 
New York Graduate Center where 
he studies mass incarceration, 
infrastructural development and 
shifting rural-urban relationships in 
New York State. He has a 
background in economic 
geography and political ecology, 
and wrote a master's thesis at the 
University of Washington about 
large-scale modernization projects 
in the St. Lawrence Valley. His 
recent work continues to ask 
questions about political 
movements and racial formation in 
this region, and relies on a historical materialist approach to issues of land change and social 
relations.  

From 1983 to 2000, New York built 38 new prisons, all of them in rural counties in the northern 
and western reaches of the state. This period, which had been preceded by the 
implementation of harsh mandatory minimum sentencing laws at the state level, often called the 
Rockefeller Drug Laws, saw the state expand prison capacity through the both the construction of 
new buildings on agricultural land and through the conversion of state infrastructure such as 
schools and hospitals into camps and cages. During this time, public investment in carceral 
infrastructure was touted as a recession-proof economic development plan for poor rural 
communities experiencing deindustrialization and outmigration. Through innovations in public 
financing through public authorities, New York shifted both the meaning and practice of economic 
development across the state during this period of expansion.  

In 2011, Governor Andrew Cuomo announced that he would begin downsizing the prison system 
in New York, and that he would close correctional facilities across the state. “An incarceration 
program is not a jobs program,” he stated, referring to role of mass incarceration in the post-
industrial development of rural New York. Since 2011, the governor has proceeded to close 15 
facilities in a still ongoing process that has involved consolidating inmates into fewer, higher-
security prisons, and which has begun to shift the economic and social geography of rural-urban 

relations in New York State.  

Jack’s project addresses both the 
expansionary period of mass incarceration 
in New York, as well as the recent and 
ongoing facility closures in the northern 
region of the state. His research is in 
progress. 
 

 

 

Multiple walls surrounding a prison in New York State 

 

Interface of a rural town and a prison in New York 
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Notable News 
“Growing a Student Organic Garden within the Context of 
University Sustainability Initiatives” 
 

 
LOGIC (Local Organic Gardening Initiative of Carbondale) is the Student Organic Farm at Southern 
Illinois University Carbondale. Professor Leslie Duram (Geography and Environmental Studies) is 
the Faculty Adviser for LOGIC, which is all run by student volunteers. We have been very busy 
over the last year, with an on-campus farm stand, participation in our local farmers' market and a 
Field Day drawing visitors from all over the state!  Students from all Majors are welcome, and Dr. 
Duram is active with her geography graduate students who focus their research on local food 
issues. In fact, she and former Master's Student Laura Williams have the following article 
forthcoming in the International Journal of Sustainability in Higher Education: "Growing a 
Student Organic Garden within the context of University Sustainability Initiatives."  
 
  

Growing Food Connections 
 

Introducing a research project by RGSG board 
member Jill Clark from Ohio State University, 
excerpted from the Growing Food 
Connections website: 

 http://www.growingfoodconnections.org  

“In 2010, about 14% of households– equivalent to nearly 50 million Americans – were identified 
as food insecure by the United States Department of Agriculture. In some communities, 
economic and physical barriers make accessing healthy, affordable food especially challenging. 
While many Americans are struggling to access healthful, affordable, and culturally acceptable 
foods, many American farmers and ranchers are struggling to remain viable.  With this project, 
we hope to transform these challenges into an opportunity for American communities. We 
intend to identify innovations in local and regional public policy to strengthen community food 
systems so they work for underserved residents and for farmers, especially small and mid-sized 
farmers. The project will build the capacity of local and regional governments and their partners 
to create, implement, and sustain food system plans and policies that simultaneously promote 
access to healthy, affordable, and culturally acceptable food and foster a viable agricultural 
sector in their communities.”  

http://www.growingfoodconnections.org/
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Recent Research Grants and New Hires  
This is a partial list, submitted by RGSG members. 

Margareta Amy Lelea, Post-Doctoral Researcher, German Institute for Tropical and Sub-Tropical 
Agriculture (DITSL), Faculty of Organic Agriculture, University of Kassel, Witzenhausen. 

  

Recent Publications:  
This is a partial list, submitted by RGSG members. 

Auch, Roger F., and Chris Laingen.  Having it Both Ways?:  Land Use Change in a Midwestern 
Agricultural Ecoregion.  The Professional Geographer.  Accepted, in Press. 

Cadieux, K.Valentine., Laura Taylor, & Michael Bunce. 2013. Negotiating ‘Protected Countryside’ 
in the Greater Golden Horseshoe Greenbelt Plan: Material landscapes and abstract ideals in 
the city’s countryside. Journal of Rural Studies 32: 307-319.  

 
Christinck, Anja and Martina Padmanabhan. 2013. Cultivate Diversity! A Handbook on 

Transdisciplinary Approaches to Agrobiodiversity Research. Margraf Publishers. 
Weikersheim, Germany.  

 
Chen, Xiang and Jill K. Clark. (Forthcoming). "Interactive Three-dimensional Geovisualization of 

Space-time Access to Foods." Applied Geography. 
 
Inwood, Shoshanah M., Jill K. Clark and Molly Bean Smith. (Forthcoming). "The Differing Values of 

Multigeneration and First-generation Farmers: Their Influence on the Structure of Agriculture 
at the Rural Urban Interface". Rural Sociology. 

 
Laingen, Chris. (Forthcoming).  A Geo-Temporal Analysis 

of the Conservation Reserve Program:  Net vs. Gross 
Change, 1986 to 2013.  Papers of the Applied 
Geography Conferences 36.   

Shapiro, E.N. 2013. Contesting the market-based nature 
of the Mexican national payments for ecosystem 
services programs: Four sites of articulation and 
hybridization. Geoforum 46: 5-15. 

  
Shapiro, E.N. 2013. Contesting market-based 

conservation: Payments for ecosystem services as a 
surface of engagement for rural social movements in 
Mexico. Human Geography 6(1): 134-150. 

 
 

  

http://www.biodiva.uni-hannover.de/en/news-details/items/handbook-cultivate-diversity-published 

 

http://www.biodiva.uni-hannover.de/en/news-details/items/handbook-cultivate-diversity-published
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2013 AAG Annual Meeting in Los Angeles  
Rural Geography Sessions 
There were a total of 51 sessions sponsored and co-sponsored by the Rural Geography Specialty 
Group (RGSG) at the 2013 Annual Meeting of the Association of American Geographers in Los 
Angeles. RGSG co-sponsored some of the sessions of the Geographies of Hope Symposium and 
co-sponsored a field-trip along with the Geographies of Food and Agriculture Specialty Group.  

An awards banquet with light refreshments was 
organized by RGSG (with special thanks to Greta Lelea 
for organizing work) to complement the three 
sessions featuring our 2012-2013 award recipients. 
This series started with our New Voices session which 
included the 2012 student research award recipients, 
Richard Salkowe and Catherine Jampel.  

The second session, ‘Gendering Rural Geographies’, 
was organized in honor of Janet Henshall Momsen, 
recipient of the 2013 Donald Q. Innis Award which 
recognizes outstanding research in agricultural and 
food geographies.  

Former students Trina Filan, 
Kimberlee Chambers, Rebecca 
Torres and Margareta Lelea 
gave presentations about how 
Momsen’s mentoring and 
scholarship influenced their 
work in California, Mexico and 
Romania. Isabelle Kunz, who is 
currently collaborating with 
Janet Momsen as part of the 
BIODIVA project, focused on 
gender and agricultural 
biodiversity in Wayanad, India. 
Janet Momsen also gave a 
presentation on gender and 
bananas with a case study on 
Fair Trade in the Windward 
Islands. 

Front: Angel Pita-Duque, Xochitl Juares-Varela, Trina Filan, Janet Henshall 
Momsen, Tometi Gbedema, Isabelle Kunze. Back: Kimberlee Chambers, Jean 
Yves Merilus, Alyssa Nelson, Ryan Galt, Margareta Amy Lelea, Collen Hiner, Tara 
Mirel Zagofsky 

 

Janet Henshall Momsen, recipient of the 2013 
Innis Award (right) with Judith Carney, recipient 

of the AAG Distinguished Scholarship Honors  
(left) at the 2013 AAG Awards Banquet 
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The third session of the series focused on 
Sustainability and Rural Geography with 
speakers reflecting upon how the contributions 
of 2013 John Fraser Hart award recipient, Lisa 
Butler Harrington, influenced their work. The 
Hart Award is given by RGSG for outstanding 
scholarship in rural and agricultural geography. 
Presentations included Ryan Bergstrom of 
Gustavus Adolphus College, Bill Wetherholt and 
Laszlo Kulcsar of Kansas State University, Katie 
Algeo of Western Kentucky University. There 
was also a presentation by colleagues at the 
University of South Australia on Bushfires and 
Biodiversity: Enlisting the Public in Controlling 
Risk. Lisa Harrington concluded the session with 
a presentation synthesizing her inspiration for 
sustainability.  

  

 

  

 

 
  

Lisa Butler Harrington, recipient of the 2013 Hart Award 
(center), John Harrington Jr. (right), and Chris Laingen 

(left) at the AAG Awards Banquet 

Back: Darrell Napton, Steve Kale, Lisa Tabor, Ryan Bergstrom, John Harrington, Michael Woods, Chris 
Laingen and John Cross. Front: Jen Cleary, Erin Kelly, Lisa Harrington, Katie Algeo, Bill Wetherholt and Nigel 
Walford. 
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AAG 2013 Field Trip in Los Angeles 
 

Thank you to Gina 
Thornburg for her hard 
work organizing the field 
co-sponsored by RGSG and 
the Geographies of Food 
and Agriculture Specialty 
Group entitled ‘Agriculture 
in the City: Farms and 
Ranches of the San 
Fernando Valley.’ The 
remnants of rurality in the 
urban landscape included 
working farms and old 
farmsteads preserved as 
museums.  

The food system included impressively organized non-
profits which facilitated volunteer labor to glean citrus 
and other foods to be donated to those who were food 
insecure in the region. The day started at the Tapia 
Brother’s farm and included the Los Angeles Pierce 
College and Leonis Adobe museum among other places. It 
was a fast-paced day filled with contrasts! 

 

 

Field Trip Organizer, Gina 
Thornburg, Kansas State 
University 

A grazing mule at Los Angeles Pierce College 
surrounded by urban San Fernando Valley 

Field trip participants some of whom were from Japan, Hungary and Australia 
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2014 Annual Meeting in Tampa, Florida 
Contact Jill Clark about organizing Rural Geography Specialty Group sponsored sessions, 
workshops and other events for the 2014 AAG in Tampa:  clark.1099@osu.edu 

Early Bird Registration until October 23: http://www.aag.org/cs/annualmeeting/register.  

Calls for Papers 
Every year we receive a large number of CFPs and try to circulate these to members. Below, we 
have listed relevant CFPs, and provide here a “table of contents” of titles (with descriptions 
below):  
 
• New Voices in Rural Geography 
• Topics in U.S. Agriculture 
• Regional Political Ecologies  
• Exploring Methods & Theories for Studying Exurbia 
• Perspectives on Rural Sustainability 
• Rural Geography in Africa, Asia, and Middle and South America 
• Contested Spaces: Colonization, Settlement, and Resistance  
• Development and Space at China's Frontiers 
• Critical Perspectives on Im/migrant Health in Florida  
• Politics and the implementation of landscape laws and regulations 
• Considering Practical & Critical Issues in Working with Interpreters in Geographical Research  
• Energy and the Socioecological Production of Space  
• 50 Years On:  The Legacy of the U.S. Civil Rights Struggle 

 
We will circulate CFPs of interest to rural geographers via the Knowledge Community listserv 
after this date! 
 
Also, as you develop sessions for the 2014 annual meeting, we have received invitations from the 
following Specialty Groups to consider submitting your session to be considered for their 
sponsorship (as well as Rural Geography’s!): 
 

• Indigenous Peoples Specialty Group (IPSG), contact Juli Hazlewood, jahaze@gmail.com 
• Geographies of Food and Agriculture Specialty Group, contact Danny Block, 

dblock@csu.edu 
• Development Geographies Specialty Group (DGSG), contact Farhana Sultana, 

sultanaf@syr.edu 
• The Cultural Geography Specialty Group (CGSG) contact Sharon Adams, 

sharonwadams@utexas.edu 
• The Ethnic Geography Specialty Group (EGSG) , whose mission is to promote the 

common interests of persons working in ethnic geography, to provide a forum for the 
exchange of ideas within the AAG, and to encourage its members in their research and 
teaching of ethnic experiences from comparative, national/transnational and global 
perspectives. Should you wish to have your session considered for EGSG sponsorship, 

mailto:clark.1099@osu.edu
http://www.aag.org/cs/annualmeeting/register
mailto:jahaze@gmail.com
mailto:dblock@csu.edu
mailto:sultanaf@syr.edu
mailto:sharonwadams@utexas.edu
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please send your request directly to Dr. Heike Alberts, alberts@uwosh.edu, along with a 
session description and/or call for abstracts.   

 
We also encourage participation in the AAG’s Emerging Themes (and we would like to encourage 
members to consider organizing and proposing emerging themes), e.g. this theme of interest to 
many members: 
 
Cfp - AAG's Emerging Theme on the American South: 
With the annual meeting located in Tampa, Florida, this year, the nation of geographers has an 
unparalleled opportunity to engage with the US region that is the American South.  A region with 
both painful legacies and vibrant social justice movements, with both distinct sub-regional 
cultures and a broad overall flavor, with many geographic patterns simultaneously both similar to 
and different from those in the US as a whole, the American South is deserving of scholarly 
attention from a wide range of perspectives.  The study of the American South has long been of 
importance to geographers.  Yet, the region has received increased attention as of late, leading 
to the founding of an AAG specialty group on the South and the expansion of the Southeastern 
Geographer to a quarterly journal.  Underlying this renaissance and remaking of Southern Studies 
is a critical engagement with current theoretical and methodological debates and changes in 
geography, a valuing of the environmental as well as the cultural and political dimensions of the 
region, and a consideration of previously marginalized voices and perspectives within traditional 
conceptions of southern identity.  
   
We welcome paper, session, field trip, and workshop proposals that (a) demonstrate scholarship 
on the social, political, cultural, economic, environmental/physical geographic, and ecological 
aspects of the American South; (b) engage in critical reflection on the issues, processes, intrinsic 
qualities, and interconnections that shape the region and its landscapes; (c) utilize innovative 
techniques and methods in exploring aspects of the US Southeast; (d) provide venues for the 
exchange of research and teaching ideas among scholars of the American South; or (e) build 
greater ties between geographers and the larger, cross-disciplinary Southern Studies 
community.  Geographers from all subfields of the discipline are encouraged to participate in 
some aspect of this Emerging Theme; we also encourage participation from scholars outside of 
geography. 
 
Sessions on a number of important topics are already being organized including: 

• Water 
• Race 
• Migration 
• American Indians 
• Tourism broadly, and also plantation tourism specifically 
• The legacy of the Civil Rights struggle 

 
Expressions of interest in the above are welcomed.  In addition, we encourage proposals or 
abstracts across the breadth of geographic inquiry, including but not limited to the following: 
 

• Mapping the South-cartographically or conceptually 
• The Changing South --the tension between tradition and transition  
• Role of food, music, and sports in (re)defining southern landscapes  

mailto:alberts@uwosh.edu


Rural Geography News – Fall 2013 
 

22 | P a g e  
 

• Social class, privilege, and inequality in the South 
• Feminist perspectives of the region along with use of critical race and queer approaches 
• The South in literature, film, television, and other media (including Internet) 
• Southern politics, political struggles, and uneven electoral geographies 
• Neo-liberalization of the American South 
• Public memory, commemoration and heritage in the South 
• Human-environment interaction, sustainability, and environmental (in)justice 
• Southern environmental geographies and natural resource issues  
• Economic and labor geographies of present or past 
• Mobilities and movement in southern history and culture 
• Southern studies: theoretical and methodological issues and concerns 
• Urbanization, rurality, and shifting development geographies 
• Historical geographies of the South and southerners 
• Applied GIS, digital humanities, and other innovations 

 
 

AAG-Cfp: New Voices in Rural Geography  
This session will feature papers on emerging scholarship from students and early-career faculty. 
The winners of the 2013 Rural Geography Specialty Group awards will also be included. More 
detailed CFP TBA - Contact Jessica Breen and Bill Wetherholt: Jessica.breen@uky.edu and 
insitu@k-state.edu 
 

AAG-Cfp: Topics in U.S. Agriculture 
Session for AAG Annual Meeting in Tampa entitled, "Topics in U.S. Agriculture featuring Dr. John 
Fraser Hart (U of MN) and Dr. John Hudson (Northwestern). More detailed CFP TBA - Contact 
Chris Laingen: crlaingen@eiu.edu 

 

AAG-Cfp: Regional Political Ecologies  
"Reflecting on Regional Political Ecologies," possibly including both a paper and panel sessions 
focusing on how scholars are applying the regional PE framework currently and reflecting on how 
the "regional" PE viewpoint has influenced their scholarship and inquiry.  
 
Over ten years ago, Walker (2003) proposed that a regional approach to political ecology could 
provide a coherent framework for an increasingly fragmented field of study. Numerous scholars 
have taken up the call for a regional political ecology approach, yet the field largely remains 
resolutely focused on individual case studies. In addition to the first world - third world divide 
examined by Walker, the field has more recently developed an increasingly pervasive urban-rural 
split. These splits are not simply spatial, but frequently reflect ontological and epistemological 
differences among scholars. 
 
This session proposes to reexamine the potential of a regional political ecology framework to 
move beyond such deeply problematic binaries. Some questions of interest include: What 
constitutes a regional approach? How does such a regional approach help us to make sense of 
individual cases? What progress has been made towards the development of regional political 

mailto:Jessica.breen@uky.edu
mailto:insitu@k-state.edu
mailto:crlaingen@eiu.edu
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ecologies? Is a regional approach useful given recent theoretical work questioning the 
conceptual utility of concepts such as region and scale? 
 
Contact Colleen Hiner or Innisfree McKinnon: cchiner@txstate.edu or innisfre@uoregon.edu  
 

AAG-Cfp: Studying Exurbia: Exploring Methods & Theories 
Reliance on individual case studies for fine-grained research on the processes of edge 
urbanization remains a persistent problem in the study of exurbia. We propose linked sessions 
that bring into conversation various streams of work on resolving problems of fragmented case 
studies of exurbia – we are planning a workshop and related paper session (below). 

Methods for evaluating materiality and meaning across case studies (Roundtable workshop) 
Organizers: Valentine Cadieux (cadieux@umn.edu) and Laura Taylor 

Previous roundtable discussions of methods for studying exurbia at the AAG and cognate 
meetings have agreed that it would be desirable to be able to link studies of the politics and the 
ecological trajectories of exurban and urban edge landscape trajectories, and to link them across 
places with related trajectories (see Cadieux & Hurley 2011 GeoJournal).  

This workshop will use a series of case studies contributed by participants to explore ways to 
evaluate impacts in the material (and political) landscape made by particular practices and 
processes that are the object of our studies. We seek to better understand how people navigate 
the need to evaluate their interventions (both research and planning oriented) by studying the 
materiality and meaning of landscape management. Significant focii of this interactive session 
might include: 

- ways to make case studies more useful for planners and researchers (including, for example, 
discussion of rigor and extended peer review in grey literature) 

- qualitative and quantitative assessments, measurements, performance criteria, indicators that 
people wish others would use (and ways to translate between ways of writing up case studies) 

- ways of sharing case study data beyond core publications 

- ways to bring difficult-to-talk-about (implicit/symbolic/aesthetic) values and decision-making 
processes into more explicit discussion with communities of practice around researching exurbia 
 
To participate in this workshop, please submit your ideas about what you'd like to talk about in 
this workshop (and the role you'd like to take: panelist (with a case study to be discussed), 
organizer (helping to decide on priorities and format), or participant (welcome to bring ideas to 
share--let us know if you'd like to be in on the lead-up activities)) to the following google doc: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UnYLUe7kjny2i4l25fBN_FwE3EsDMD3jqkitUgC2beI/edit?
usp=sharing  It would be good to briefly include details of what you're studying, such as where, 
when, how, and why. We will contact you in November to discuss details. 

This workshop will be linked to paper sessions under this larger theme of: 

mailto:cchiner@txstate.edu
mailto:innisfre@uoregon.edu
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UnYLUe7kjny2i4l25fBN_FwE3EsDMD3jqkitUgC2beI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UnYLUe7kjny2i4l25fBN_FwE3EsDMD3jqkitUgC2beI/edit?usp=sharing
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Exploring Methods & Theories for Studying Exurbia; if you are 
interested in contributing a paper please contact Innisfree Mckinnon innisfre@uoregon.edu and 
Seth Gustafson with a paper abstract. 
 

AAG-Cfp: Perspectives on Rural Sustainability  
Sustainability is an important concern for a multitude of reasons and at many 
scales.  Applications of the concept to social-ecological systems (SES) and system components 
carry through on Geography's longstanding human-environment tradition, and relate to a 
number of perspectives.  Rural areas, like the rest of the planet, are undergoing changes and 
stress in environmental, social, and economic dimensions.  Rural areas also are sources for 
most natural resources supporting SESs of various types, and are refugia, in a sense, for 
conservation of less (human-) modified conditions. 

In recognition of the importance of rural areas and the many dimensions of change and 
sustainability concerns, a series of sessions is being organized under the broad theme 
"Perspectives on Rural Sustainability."  Perspectives may include, but certainly are not limited 
to, scale issues (spatial and/or temporal); rural connections with urban locations; focus on 
various dimensions of sustainability; issues of sustainability and development; policy and 
political concerns; ecosystem services; environmental footprints; or hazards, risk, and 
sustainability.  Cosponsoring specialty groups include Human Dimensions of Global Change; 
Rural Geography; Hazards, Risks, and Disasters; Landscape; and Cultural and Political Ecology 
Specialty Groups.  Both paper and panel sessions are envisioned. 

Please contact Lisa Harrington (lbutlerh@k-state.edu) with interests, including potential paper 
title and/or panel topic.  (Please also contact her if interested in non-rural paper or panel 
content oriented around scale and sustainability.)  Contact as soon as possible for best 
opportunities, please. 

AAG-Cfp: Rural Geography in Africa, Asia, and Middle and 
South America  
Based on the success of last year's sessions, the Rural Geography Specialty Group will again 
organize paper sessions highlighting research in Africa, Asia, and Middle and South America.  For 
years there has been a perception that the Rural Geography Specialty Group of the Association of 
American Geographers is focused on rural geography in the western world.  In an effort to dispel 
that myth and in recognition of the cutting-edge rural research occurring around the world, this 
paper session(s) will present the work of geographers studying rural issues in Africa, Asia, and/or 
Middle and South America. 
  
To take part in these paper sessions, participants should first register for the AAG conference and 
submit their abstract atwww.aag.org and take note of their PIN number. They then should send 
an e-mail to Dawn M. Drake (ddrake4@missouriwestern.edu).   These emails should contain the 
presenter's PIN number, paper title, and abstract. The deadline is 5pm CT, Monday, December 
2nd.  Papers submitted prior to the expiration of the early registration discount on October 
23rd will be given priority. 

 
AAG-Cfp: Contested Spaces: Colonization, Settlement, and 

mailto:innisfre@uoregon.edu
mailto:lbutlerh@k-state.edu
http://www.aag.org/
mailto:ddrake4@missouriwestern.edu
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Resistance  

Colonization has impacted Indigenous peoples for centuries and continues to this day. The 
dispossession of indigenous belongings, settlement of indigenous territories, policing of 
indigenous bodies and identities, and resistance of indigenous peoples are all major aspects of 
social, political, and economic life in places around the world.  At present, there are new rounds 
of colonization and indigenous resistance to colonization taking place throughout the world.  In 
this session(s) we hope to bring together a variety of academic, community-based, and artistic 
scholars who have been researching these dynamics in contested spaces. 
 
There are a variety of topics which we would consider to include within the session(s). Therefore, 
we are happy to consider any of the following: 
 

• Historical/contemporary Indigenous land rights 
• Issues related to development of traditional landscapes 
• Activist movements (Idle No More, anti-mining protest, and Indigenous feminist 

activism) 
• Colonial education 
• Land occupation of contested places 
• Geographies of race 
• Settlement of indigenous territories 
• Militarization of indigenous spaces 

 
Contact Blake Hawkins (hawkin2@unbc.ca) or Khury Petersen-Smith (khukhury.ps@gmail.com) 
 

AAG-Cfp - Development and Space at China's Frontiers 
Organizers: Galen Murton and Yang Yang (University of Colorado at Boulder)  

Frontier has been a critical concept visited and revisited by scholars in China studies. In the social 
sciences, existing scholarship on the Chinese frontier has generally employed a core-periphery 
lens to analyze borderland peoples and marginal territories. However, new governance policies, 
development programs, and modern technologies are rapidly transforming the Chinese frontier 
in both spatial and temporal contexts. This calls for new analytical frameworks that enable us to 
re-conceptualize what is meant by the "Chinese frontier." Geography in particular provides 
valuable frameworks with which to re-consider how space, society, and culture converge in the 
production of China's frontiers. 

The purpose of this paper session is to engage China geography in conversations with broader 
research on the role of Chinese governance in development at various scales. The session invites 
papers that investigate how China's frontiers are produced and reproduced by various 
techniques, knowledges, and practices of Chinese governance. In both historical and 
contemporary China, such processes can be found in the contexts of urban development, 
population management, ethno-racial relations, religious practice, environmental policy, 
information technology, direct foreign investment, and so forth. We highly encourage the 
submission of papers that critically examine how Chinese governance is extending the frontier 
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across time and space both in the PRC and beyond its borders, including the participation and 
subjectivization of diverse populations from national to international scales. 

Participants who are interested in this session are invited to submit abstracts of no more than 
250 words to Galen Murton (galen.murton@colorado.edu) or Yang Yang 
(yang.yang@colorado.edu) by 20 November 2013. Priorities will be given to those who submit 
before 23 October 2013. Please feel free to contact us with questions about the session. 

 

AAG-Cfp: Critical Perspectives on Im/migrant Health in 
Florida  
Organizer:  Michele Flippo Bolduc (University of Kentucky) 
 
Immigrant health has become a hot topic in American political discourse.  Conflict over the rights 
of immigrants-both legal citizens and undocumented persons-has escalated with the looming 
enactment of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act and the current debate over 
immigration reform.  Political discourse in the state of Florida, like many states in the southern 
United States, frequently focuses on the state's large and increasing immigrant population and 
their potential health needs.  Since 2000, the immigrant share of Florida's population has 
increased from 16.7% to nearly 20%, with over 3.6 million immigrants now residing in the 
state.  The changing demographics of the state have been accompanied by escalating anti-
immigrant rhetoric, both in government and in public discourse, surrounding the financial cost of 
providing services, including health care, to immigrants in the increasingly neoliberal American 
health care system in which immigrants may not be eligible or able to afford health insurance 
when they need medical treatment. 
 
Despite the prevalence of immigrant health issues in the news and the importance of the 
concept of migration to geographic scholarship, however, immigrant health remains a relatively 
understudied subject in health and medical geography.  With some important exceptions, there 
has been relatively little qualitative research into immigrant experiences of health and the 
American health care system.  The 2014 AAG conference in Tampa serves as an excellent location 
to collectively investigate the intersections of im/migration, health, and politics in the 
contentious state of Florida.  This paper session invites theoretical and/or empirical research that 
investigates the intersections of im/migration and health in Florida using a critical framework 
(broadly defined).  Some possible topics may include, but are certainly not limited to, the 
following: 
 
-Spatial disparities in im/migrant health 
-Barriers to health care access for im/migrants 
-Political economy, development, and health  
-The health of migrant labor 
-Environmental (in)justice and health in im/migrant communities 
-Multi-scalar engagements with im/migration policy  
-Effects of transnationalism, movement, and mobility on health and disease 
-Social difference and health and disease 
-The 'deserving-ness' of Im/migrant seeking health care 
-Cultural and/or biological citizenship and health 

http://galen.murton@colorado.edu/
mailto:yang.yang@colorado.edu


Rural Geography News – Fall 2013 
 

27 | P a g e  
 

-Innovative methodologies in im/migrant health research, including autoethnography 
 
Papers from im/migrant scholars and presenters from outside of academia (such as those in 
public health or social services) are particularly encouraged to submit. Interested contributors 
should submit a 200-500 word abstract or a detailed statement of interest to Michele Bolduc 
(michele.bolduc@uky.edu) before Friday, October 18, 2013.  Successful submissions will be 
contacted by Monday, October 21 in order to meet the AAG's early bird deadline for 
registration.  I would also be interested to hear from potential discussants. 
 

AAG-Cfp: Politics and the implementation of landscape 
laws and regulations 
In recent decades, intense European and global transformations have caused radical changes in 
their landscapes, with a resulting impact on the territorial identity of local societies. 
 
The dynamic relationship that exists between landscape and society has been a focus of 
geographic inquiry for years.  Often the site where social or political values are projected, 
challenged, and spatially reproduced; landscape(s) are often entangled within cultural practices, 
social, and political-economic relations. Investigation of these relationships can elucidate power 
relationships, political positioning efforts, and subsequent forms of contestation present in 
society.  The aim of this paper session is to critically examine the implementation of landscape 
laws and regulations as well as the debates and reinterpreted meaning(s) of landscape over time. 
Papers for this session could address issues of territoriality, politics, governance, multi-scalar 
governance, and land policies. 
 
Please send proposed titles and abstract of up to 250 words to Dr. Stephanie Wilbrand 
(stephaniewilbrand@gmail.com // s.wilbrand@neurosurgery.wisc.edu) or Dr. Kara Dempsey 
(kdempse5@depaul.edu) by November 15th, 2013. 
 
 

AAG-Cfp: Considering Practical and Critical Issues in 
Working with Interpreters in Geographical Research  

Co-organized by Christine Smith and Kelsey Hanrahan, Department of Geography, University of 
Kentucky 

Geographical research is conducted in a wide array of contexts. Whether we travel vast distances 
or down the road, we frequently engage with people speaking languages other than our own. 
Similarly, even when the language doesn't present itself as a barrier, the cultural context may 
present a situation where communication incompatibilities emerge.The assistance of 
interpreters is often vital to the research process—including the collection, analysis and 
presentation of our data—yet interpreters’ involvement in the process is often obscured, hidden 
or taken for granted (Temple and Young 2004). 

Considerations of the theoretical and methodological implications of work involving interpreters 
has become well-established within in the medical field (Putsch 1985, Squires 2010). However, 
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geography and other closely-related social sciences have only sporadically contributed to the 
conversation. These include considerations of the quality of research produced (see Veeck 2001; 
Watson 2004), examinations of positionality and power relations between researcher and 
interpreter (see Crane et al. 2009; Twyman et al. 1999), and the difficulty of writing up research 
in a language different from the language in which research was conducted (see Smith 1996). Far 
less attention, however, has been paid to practical issues in the field such as training and post-
fieldwork issues such as the impact of the interpreter’s presence on the quality of work or how to 
incorporate the presence of the interpreter. While geography has made strong contributions to 
debates surrounding issues of positionality, power, accuracy and representation in research, we 
propose that an equally intense level of scrutiny and debate be applied to research processes 
that involve interpretation. 

In this session, we invite discussion on the experiences of geographers conducting cross-language 
research. This session is designed to further the discussion on interpreters by speaking directly to 
the challenges experienced in the course of research—from project design to the processing and 
presentation of geographical research. In interrogating the space between theory and practice 
we hope to explore the practices of researchers throughout the research process and the ways in 
which challenges were addressed in accordance with the principles and goals of various research 
projects. This CFP invites researchers who have experienced difficulties, perceived failures or 
epiphanies in their work with interpreters to submit papers. Possible paper topics may include: 

• Training of interpreters 
• Moments of mis-communication or communication breakdown (linguistic and cultural) 
• The views of translators and interpreters on the staff they worked with 
• Power in the relationship between researcher and interpreter 
• Moments of vulnerability and perceived incompetence 
• Unintended or problematic incidents between interpreter and research participants 
• Disclosure of interpretation and translation in the write-up of research 
• Critical engagement with role of interpreter as more than language translation 

Please submit an abstract to Christine Smith (Christine.elizabeth@uky.edu) by 5 Nov., 2013. 

References: 
Crane, LG, MB Lombard & EM Tenz. (2009) More than just translation: challenges and opportunities in translingual 
research. Soc. Geog. 4:39-46. 
Putsch, R. (1985) Cross-cultural Communication: The Special Case of Interpreters in Health Care. Journal of the 
American Medical Association 254 (23): 3344-3348. 
Smith, F.M. (1996) Problematising Language: Limitations and Possibilities in ‘Foreign Language’ 
Research. Area 28(2):160-166. 
Squires, A. (2010) Methodological challenges in cross-language qualitative research: A research review. International 
Journal of Nursing Studies 46: 277-287. 
Temple, B. & A. Young (2004) Qualitative Research and Translation Dilemmas. Qualitative Research 4(2):161-178. 
Twyman, C., J. Morrison & D. Sporton. (1999) The final fifth: autobiography, reflexivity and interpretation in cross-
cultural research. Area 31(4):313-325. 
Veeck, G. (2001) Talk is Cheap: Cultural and Linguistic Fluency During Field Research. Geographical Review 91(1/2):34-
40. 
Watson, Elizabeth E. (2004) 'What a dolt one is': Language learning and fieldwork in geography. Area 36(1):59-68 
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AAG-Cfp: Energy and the Socioecological Production of 
Space  
Organizers: Matt Huber (Syracuse University) and Saska Petrova (University of Manchester) 
 
Energy is often talked about in explicitly geographical terms. Most notably, the language of 
geopolitics elevates oil resources as a classic case of a strategic object, fixed in particular spaces 
that becomes an object of conflict. Yet, in this narrative space is treated as a passive backdrop in 
the grand geopolitical struggle between states. Geographers (see, e.g., Calvert and Simandan 
2010; Bridge et al. 2013) are beginning to think more expansively about the ways in which the 
social relations of energy production, distribution, and consumption are constitutive of various 
kinds of spatialities (e.g., extractive enclaves, infrastructural networks, urban spatial form). An 
implicit insight from this new research is that energy is central to the social production of space. 
In the wake of Henri Lefebvre's work of that title - and critical theorizations of space from David 
Harvey to Doreen Massey - understanding space as a social product has become a truism in 
critical human geography. Yet, this is not a purely "social" or "human" story, and we rarely think 
of the ways in which resources, energy and nonhuman actors are co-constitutive in this 
"production"; making it a socioecological production of space, rather than simply social 
production. The purpose of this Call for Papers is to bring together critical geographers to 
consider the ways in which energy is central in the socioecological production of space.  
  
Questions addressed in the session include:  
Are social struggles over space also struggles over energy (and vice versa)?  
What alternative spatial imaginaries are articulated by various forms of global resistance to fossil 
fuel development?  
What is the role of energy in classical geopolitical imaginaries?  
How do modes of energy consumption and distribution become "locked in" to the built 
environment and fixed capital formation?  
How do modes of energy production necessitate different forms of land-use patterns and 
spatialities of extraction?  
How can we conceptualize 'community', 'commons' and 'communal' in relation to issues of 
energy demand and consumption? 
What is the relationship between networks of energy distribution and political contestation?  
  
Potential topics include, but are not limited to: 
Energy localism 
Energy and place attachment 
Energy and urban spatialities 
Energy and nationalism  
Energy and citizenship 
Energy and globalization  
The energy commons 
Energy and the politics of scale 
  
Abstracts of no more than 250 words should be sent to saska.petrova@manchester.ac.uk and 
mthuber@maxwell.syr.edu no later than the 20th of October 2013. 
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AAG-Cfp 50 Years On:  The Legacy of the U.S. Civil Rights 
Struggle 
Organizing Collective: Joshua Inwood (University of Tennessee), Derek Alderman (University of 
Tennessee), and Richard Wright (Dartmouth College) 

This decade represents the fiftieth anniversary of many of the significant milestones of the U.S. 
Civil Rights struggle.  Despite the fact that the discipline that has spent considerable time 
advancing the themes of social justice, citizenship and rights, and political struggle, geographers, 
with a few notable exceptions, have been largely silent around the salience of the U.S. civil rights 
movement for our understandings of space and place. Scholars in other fields-such as history, 
sociology, and Black Studies-have made significant contributions to how we think about the U.S. 
Civil Rights Struggle, its proponents and opponents, its strategies and campaigns, and its 
consequences and unrealized possibilities. We seek to join these conversations. 

Sessions are being organized for the 2014 AAG meeting in Tampa to provide geographers an 
opportunity to engage with and reappraise the legacy of one of the most significant social and 
geographic movement in the U.S. in the last century.  In laying out our vision for these paper 
sessions we want scholars to not only engage with the geography and memory of the civil rights 
struggle, but also to explore its contemporary and future significance for academics and activists 
engaged in ongoing struggles for civil and social rights. Thus while the broad theme of the paper 
sessions is on the U.S. Civil Rights movement(s) and struggles, we want scholars to engage with 
broader issues of mobility, rights to the city, the promises and limits of social and civil rights 
activism, amongst other themes, to address inequality, economic justice, inter-ethnic relations, 
the commons, representations of place, definitions of social justice activism, as well as related 
issues.   

In addition, there is an opportunity to turn some of the papers in these sessions into a "Forum" 
section in the Annals of the Association of American Geographers, providing a significant 
platform for scholars interested in contemporary human geography and issues of social justice, 
race, and rights to create more just and humane worlds.   

Expressions of interest should be directed to Dr. Joshua Inwood, jinwood@utk.edu, 865-974-
6170, Department of Geography, University of Tennessee 
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Rurally Relevant Conferences  
Cfp: Food Politics and Gender: Annual Women's Studies 
Conference 
The Central Pennsylvania Consortium Annual Women's Studies Conference 
March 29, 2014, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm, Dickinson College, Carlisle PA 
Theme: "Food Politics and Gender" -- DEADLINE for submitting proposals: December 3, 2013 
 
The Central Pennsylvania Consortium (CPC), comprised of Dickinson, Franklin & Marshall, and 
Gettysburg Colleges, announces its Annual Women's Studies Conference and solicits proposals 
for the conference on March 29, 2014 at Dickinson College, Carlisle, PA. 
 
The theme of this Women's Studies Conference is Food Politics and Gender. Taking up the 
complex study of food—from food production and agribusiness to issues of food and 
sustainability to the cultures of consumption—this conference seeks to address the largely 
invisible question of how gender intersects with food politics.  We particularly note the ways that 
much contemporary progressive activism within food studies appears to replicate longstanding 
racial, class and gender formations that are extremely problematic. We are curious to explore—is 
there a "feminist" way to eat? We seek papers and proposals from across the disciplines and 
interdisciplines, including but not limited to anthropology, sociology, literary studies, American 
studies, transnational/global studies, environmental studies, film studies, and of course 
women's, gender and sexuality studies. We also encourage submission of creative work in studio 
art, dance, fiction, memoir, poetry, and creative non-fiction and community members involved in 
food production and/or the food activist movement. 
 
Our keynote speaker is the provocative and path-breaking author Carol J. Adams who has written 
The Politics of Meat and The Pornography of Meat. 
 
Although there are many interesting projects across the board in food studies, we are interested 
in this conference in proposals that address food politics, gender, and its intersecting formations 
of race, nation, class, and disabilities. 
 
Possible topics include: Gender and sexual politics connected to: 
.      Agribusiness and factory farming 
.      Global food production 
.      Local food movements 
.      Indigenous food production 
.      Growth of female farmers 
.      Food and health 
.      Urban gardening 
.      Alternative food movements 
.      Food production and sustainability 
.      Food politics and fat politics 
.      Food and "healthism" 
.      Metaphors of food and reproduction 
.      Food production and consumption 
.      Food taboos 
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.      Metaphors and critiques of Mothering within food production, 
       consumption and rituals 
.      Water politics and food 
.      "Big Food" and living wage of workers 
.      Food and popular culture 
.      Food within fiction, memoir, and creative non-fiction 
 
Please send your one page (250-word) proposal by Tuesday, December 3 to Kathy Missildine, 
Executive Assistant to the CPC (kathy.missildine@fandm.edu).  Undergraduates, graduate 
students, and faculty, as well as community members involved in the food industry, food 
production, and/or food activism are encouraged to apply. Note: CPC does not fund travel or 
hotel accommodations for conference presenters. 
 
At the top of your proposal, include the following contact information: 
1)    Your full name (if a panel, include all panelists' names), 
2)    Institution or place of study or employment, 
3)    Position (student/undergraduate or graduate, faculty, etc.), 
4)    Email address 
5)    Mailing address 
 
For further questions, contact Kathy Missildine (Kathy.missildine@fandm.edu), 717-291-4282, or 
Amy Farrell, professor of American Studies and Women's and Gender Studies, Dickinson College 
(farrell@dickinson.edu). 
 

Session: Rethinking the Rural-Urban Divide in the Middle 
East 
112th American Anthropological Association Annual meeting, themed “Future Publics, Current 
Engagements” Chicago, November 20-24, 2013 

This panel seeks to emphasize the interconnectedness of the rural and the urban, challenging the 
scholarly traditions conceiving of these two categories as naturally distinct.  Albeit an array of 
recent critical anthropological studies hinting the interconnections and interdependencies 
between the rural and the urban through concepts such as friction (Tsing 2004), this seemingly 
convenient scholarly division of labor has gone unchallenged for decades underpinning two 
major cores of research. The recent urbanization turn (particularly in the Global South) has 
further exposed the limits of this territorialist separation. This panel aims to search ways to move 
beyond this largely invalid dualism and invites contributions that traverse the rural-urban divide 
in understanding contemporary transformations and inequalities. 

With the rapid urbanization cases such that of Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain, and Lebanon, the Middle 
East is no exception to the global urbanization turn. Yet having long provided the stock for the 
ethnographic studies of kinship, nomadic tribalism, and religious sectarianism, the region today is 
curiously challenging the presumption that the city is where traditional/rural identities wither. 
One can observe this paradox in tribal leaderships’ intervention in ‘crises of capital’ (e.g., 
completion of the Burj Khalifah construction), rural-urban coalitions opposing energy projects 
(e.g., in Turkey), and the involvement of the religious sects in Arab Spring revolutions (e.g., Egypt 
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and Libya). How do anthropology of the Middle East, and other disciplines of social sciences 
focusing on the region, address the intertwinement of the rural and the urban? Beyond the 
limiting expertise of urban/rural studies, how can we facilitate further interdisciplinary dialogues 
through ethnographies of the Middle East that will be more attentive to the dynamism of 
everyday life looping between the city and the country? What are the possibilities and limitations 
of the related terminologies, such as the urban-rural continuum and urban-rural nexus, for 
holistic ethnographies aiming to tackle the divide? 

We invite ethnographically grounded papers addressing these issues through specific cases. 
However, this panel’s ‘ethnographic centralism’ welcomes a wide range of studies, such as that 
of social movements, peasant uprisings, new forms artistic expressions, transformation of rituals, 
current impacts of capitalism on agriculture, and so forth. The gathering of different yet 
methodically analogous vantage points to the region, we believe, could stimulate further 
dialogues in the interdisciplinary efforts to understand the present socio-cultural and spatial 
transformations and related inequalities occurring simultaneously in the Middle Eastern 
countryside and the city. 

More information: Murat Altun, University of Minnesota: altun@umn.edu 

 

Dimentions of Political Ecology on Nature and Society, 
University of Kentucky  

Dimensions of Political Ecology Conference on Nature and Society (DOPE)  
Lexington, KY 
February 26-March 1, 2014 

www.politicalecology.org 

Side session (You can participate in PEST while also presenting a paper in a regular session): 
Political Ecology - Speculative Texts (PEST) 

Organizers: Patrick Bigger (University of Kentucky), Kai Bosworth (University of Minnesota), Eric 
Nost (University of Wisconsin-Madison) 

Gather round and share with us your speculative fiction that addresses and transgresses 
dystopian/utopian visions of ecological presents, futures, and pasts through feminist, marxist, 
queer, indigenous, latin@, and afrocentric lenses (among infinite others). 
 
Political ecologists work hard to disrupt dominant narratives of environmental change and the 
conflicts those changes engender. Many of these narratives today, especially those around 
climate change, are expressed not just in World Bank memos and IPCC reports but in works of 
cinematic and literary fiction. These stories treat climate change as central rather than as a 
backdrop, and constitute a genre unto themselves, one called "cli-fi.” The problem is, cli-fi 
translates change as apocalypse, resigning itself to climate disaster, Malthusian resource 
conflicts, a ‘state of nature,’ or messianic salvation in the figure of a white male hero. Many of 
these stories are unimaginative and reactive, reproducing society/nature binaries and actively 
foreclosing the imagination of alternative futures. Political ecologists know these stories well, 
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and we’re interested in crafting different methods for imagining alternative worlds. What can 
political ecology and science fiction tell us about difference and nature? How can we use the 
tools of science fiction to provoke an imagination of more just climate futures? And which 
audiences might be more engaged by this work? 
 
PEST starts from the perspective that we have learned just as much about race, sex, ecology and 
capital from science fiction as from our disciplinary training in the academy. Science fiction has 
long been a productive and central mode of critique for women, queers, and people of color. The 
works of Octavia Butler, Samuel Delany, Ursula Le Guin, Margaret Atwood, and countless others 
have challenged not only the paradigms of science fiction, but the colonial and racial status quo 
that produces social and spatial marginalization itself (see also Dillon 2012, Mehan and Nalo 
2004). The work that science fiction does is not just critical; science fiction creates worlds and 
thus, like geography, political ecology, and activism, harbors speculative germs of emergent 
futures. Many geographers are already interested in narrative, storytelling, fables and world-
building (Cameron 2012, Gibson-Graham 2008, Kitchin and Kneale 2005, Krupar 2013, Thomas et. 
al. 2011). With these sources as inspiration, we seek to push the limits of the content, methods, 
and practice of political ecology towards speculative experimentation. If political ecologists wish 
to intervene in processes of marginalization, we propose that developing narrative ‘powers of 
the false’ can be as productive an exercise as authoritative ideological exposés. 

It is our hope that through bringing together diverse perspectives, writing experiences, and 
matters of topical concern that participants and attendees may be able to forge more effective 
narrative techniques for communicating the complex socio-natural processes that political 
ecologists study to audiences and publics who might otherwise disengage from traditional modes 
of political-ecological exposition. PEST thus solicits short stories, poems, or other creative 
performances (10 minutes spoken, max, though with no minimum) to be read at a pre-
conference event on Thursday evening. We especially encourage participation from non-
academics or scholars from humanities disciplines whose voices have often been unheard (or 
unheeded) in political-ecological circles. PEST will be a welcoming space for sharing and 
constructive dialogue for young writers and seasoned veterans alike. Participants, attendees, and 
organizers will make a concerted effort to maintain a spirit of inclusiveness and to keep in mind 
the motivation animating the event is to learn about modes of expression that improve our 
ability to communicate diverse ecological futures—not to stifle them. 

To participate, please send expressions of interest and a title to Eric Nost (nost@wisc.edu), 
Patrick Bigger (pmbigg2@uky.edu), and Kai Bosworth (boswo009@umn.edu) no later 
than December 2, 2013, the same date as the deadline for conventional paper submission. All 
participants must also register for the conference at the conference website,  
www.politicalecology.org. You can participate in PEST while also presenting a paper in a regular 
session. If you wish to experiment with modes of storytelling outside of a narrative text format, 
get in touch with us and we will happily discuss possibilities including poetry, visual, motion, or 
performance art. But please, no powerpoints. 

To further spread this experiment, the organizers are considering producing a physical copy of 
the stories shared in this event in the form of a zine. All participants would receive a copy. If the 
zine experiment happens, we will request that participants submit the final version of their story 
no later than February 1, 2014. This is a full month before the conference but will ensure 
adequate lead-time to produce the physical artifact. Please note that space for this event will 
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likely be limited—we encourage interested people to get in contact with the organizers sooner 
rather than later. 

Links 
Last, Angela. 2013. Super-natural futures: One possible dialogue between Afrofuturism and the 
Anthropocene. http://mutablematter.wordpress.com/2013/08/13/super-natural-futures-one-
possible-dialogue-between-afrofuturism-and-the-anthropocene/ 
 
Octavia's Brood: Science Fiction Stories from Social Justice 
Movements http://www.octaviasbrood.com/ 
 
Robinson, Kim Stanley, Gerry Canavan, Lisa Klarr, and Ryan Vu. 2010. “Science, Justice, Science 
Fiction: A Conversation with Kim Stanley Robinson.” Polygraph: An International Journal of 
Culture & Politics 22 (Ecology & Ideology): 201-
218.  http://gerrycanavan.wordpress.com/2010/09/13/science-justice-science-fiction-an-
interview-with-kim-stanley-robinson/ 
 
Tuhus-Dubrow, Rebecca. 2013. “Cli-fi: Birth of a genre” Dissent: A Quarterly of Politics and 
Culture. http://www.dissentmagazine.org/article/cli-fi-birth-of-a-genre 
 

SESSION CFP for Dimentions of Political Ecology on Nature and Society:  Ctrl+/- EARTH 
A critical analysis of multiscalar environmental governance 
 
Dimensions of Political Ecology Conference on Nature and Society (DOPE)  
Lexington, KY 
February 26-March 1, 2014 
www.politicalecology.org 
 
Organizers: 
Nicolle Etchart, Department of Geography, The Ohio State University 
Samuel Kay, Department of Geography, The Ohio State University 
 
Few, if any, environmental processes fit neatly into borders of any kind. Environmental 
governance is increasingly scaling up, down, and out across space and time in ways that are 
reshaping the environmental commons. As a variety of environmental crises unfold, multiple 
actors including states, municipalities, corporations, and individuals are taking action (or willful 
inaction). These multiscalar responses are sometimes complementary, but are more often 
contradictory or uncoordinated. Examples include Russia's recent push for state-led 
geoengineering tactics to hack the planet's climate, New York City's plans to build sea walls to 
gird itself against future hurricanes, Pearl Jam's recent investments in various environmental 
projects in developing countries (i.e. in Esmeraldas, Ecuador) to offset the carbon footprints of 
their world tours, the Green Belt Movement's efforts to plant millions of trees in the Sahel to 
bolster watersheds (with the help of the Kenyan Army), UN Secretary general Ban Ki-moon's call 
for world leaders to meet at a summit to nail down a global treaty on the climate, Google's 
recent investment in offshore wind farms along the U.S. east coast, etc. 
 

http://mutablematter.wordpress.com/2013/08/13/super-natural-futures-one-possible-dialogue-between-afrofuturism-and-the-anthropocene/
http://mutablematter.wordpress.com/2013/08/13/super-natural-futures-one-possible-dialogue-between-afrofuturism-and-the-anthropocene/
http://www.octaviasbrood.com/
http://gerrycanavan.wordpress.com/2010/09/13/science-justice-science-fiction-an-interview-with-kim-stanley-robinson/
http://gerrycanavan.wordpress.com/2010/09/13/science-justice-science-fiction-an-interview-with-kim-stanley-robinson/
http://www.dissentmagazine.org/article/cli-fi-birth-of-a-genre
https://co1prd0113.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=JWD46YHHtEy9Vq6uF-zpFimIyXPek9AI3MrFofyMzRr3eY_4FCrzhKs7YCEnEbDSKX1Pt07jNMc.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.politicalecology.org%2f
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This session aims to explore the following questions: What consequences and/or conflicts arise 
from environmental governance at different scales? Which forms/tools of environmental 
governance are becoming prevalent? What happens when individual actors (e.g. cities, NGOs, 
companies, etc.)  take environmental governance into their own hands? What does the rogue 
deployment of geoengineering the planet's climate by states or individuals mean for global 
environmental justice? 
 
Potential topics and themes of interest might include, but are not limited to: 

• Theoretical analyses of environmental governance focusing on the question of scale; 
• Empirical studies of governance practices such as cloud seeding, water resource 

management, carbon sequestration peddling, carbon-capturing algal blooms, iron 
fertilization, seaweed farms, solar radiation management, giant sunshades, air pollution 
management, etc.; 

• Comparative studies that examine environmental governance practices at different 
scales (watershed, airshed, atmosphere);  

• The relation between different scales of environmental governance and accumulation 
projects; 

• How environmental governance at different scales brings about environmental in/justice 
• The consequences of the blurring of public and private responsibilities for environmental 

governance 
 
If you are interested in participating in this session please email both Samuel Kay 
(kay.87@osu.edu) and Nicolle Etchart (etchart.1@osu.edu) with an abstract of your proposed 
paper by Friday, November 22nd. All participants must also register for the conference and 
submit their abstract by December 2nd at the conference website, www.politicalecology.org. 
 

Cfp: Feminist Geography, University of Nebraska, Omaha  
MAY 15-18, 2014 - “Feminist Geography: Who we are, what we do, why we do it.” 
We are excited to invite submissions for a wide range of stimulating, interactive and in-depth 
sessions. We encourage participants to consider submissions that differ from traditional 
conference presentation formats. To make submissions, please visit our website 
at http://femgeogconference.wordpress.com  
 
The deadline for submissions is: January 15, 2014 
 

 
 

mailto:kay.87@osu.edu
mailto:etchart.1@osu.edu
https://co1prd0113.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=JWD46YHHtEy9Vq6uF-zpFimIyXPek9AI3MrFofyMzRr3eY_4FCrzhKs7YCEnEbDSKX1Pt07jNMc.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.politicalecology.org%2f
http://femgeogconference.wordpress.com/
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Research-oriented sessions 
We envision this conference as a place to share research in different ways, especially those that 
encourage conversation across research topics. Session formats might include: 

·         Research panels: 4-5 presenters give short (3-5 minute) introductions to their research, and 
a discussant asks questions across the panel. 

·         “Issues in research” panels or roundtables: Participants might focus on different 
dimensions of feminist geographical research such as methodology, ethics, political issues, access 
to information etc., and use their own research experiences as examples. 

·         Cross-talk panels: 3-4 researchers in different sub-fields share their research, and then the 
audience is invited to draw connections amongst all of the papers, encouraging “cross-talk.” 
Topical or thematic sessions 
These sessions might focus on a topic or theme in feminist geography (either major themes or 
those that need more attention) and encourage a wide variety of voices to participate through 
formats such as: 

·         Knowledge cafes: A facilitator introduces a topic for 10-15 minutes, and then small groups 
of 4-5 engage in close conversation for the remaining time. 
(http://www.gurteen.com/gurteen/gurteen.nsf/id/run-kcafe) 

·         Panels: Encouraging a mixture of voices across career stage, geographic region, theoretical 
orientation etc. 
Visual or performance-oriented sessions 
We invite creative submissions in formats such as: 

• Film or video 
• Posters or art works 
• Performances 
• Any of the above may be submitted virtually, if the creator cannot attend in person. 

 
Professional development sessions 
We seek proposals for sessions that will allow participants to share their experiences in and 
beyond academia in formats such as: 

·         Roundtables or panels on issues including but not limited to: 

• Academic publishing 
• Job interview strategies 
• Non-academic career possibilities 
• Surviving your first years of full-time work 
• Work-life balance 
• Issues facing women of colour in geography/academia 
• Surviving as a feminist in geography/academia 

http://www.gurteen.com/gurteen/gurteen.nsf/id/run-kcafe
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• Addressing mental health issues 
• Advocating for equality in the workplace 
• Writing strategies 

·         Advice sessions: We seek volunteers (particularly more experienced academics) to lead 
individualized or small-group advice sessions (for example, on CVs, cover letters, interview skills, 
and so on). 
 
Submissions: On the Submissions page of this website, please indicate which category your 
proposal falls into, and include a 250-word description of the proposed session. If possible (and 
relevant to your proposal), include names and contact information for session participants. 
Attendees are welcome to participate in multiple sessions. Please also indicate if you are willing 
to help out with professional development advice sessions. You may also submit a description of 
a presentation for a single participant. The conference organizers will connect you with others in 
a similar field. Please visit the website for the conference 
at http://femgeogconference.wordpress.com to submit proposals, register, and keep up to date 
connections with other participants! 
  

Planning for the Possible: the Visionary Remaking of Place 
in Québec and New England 
 
Tufts University, Medford, Massachusetts, March 2014 
 
Conference convener: Prof. Justin Hollander, PhD, AICP 
Contact: planningforthepossible@gmail.com<mailto:planningforthepossible@gmail.com>. 
 
Hosted by the Tufts University Department of Urban and Environmental Policy and Planning with 
funding provided by the Government of Québec and the Government of Canada. 
 
Visionary thinking was, in many ways, the foundation of the modern city planning profession. 
Early planners like Burnham, Olmstead, Tugwell, MacKaye, and others used an emerging suite of 
analytical tools, reasoning, and design to paint exquisite pictures of what the future could hold: 
plans that the American Planning Association today celebrates as "landmark". As the profession 
has evolved and grown, however, planning has become increasingly ensconced within the 
routine administrative functions of local government.  Somewhere in the middle of the 20th 
century a concern for predictability, risk avoidance, and conservatism impacted the very heart 
and soul of planning; we went from planning for the possible to planning for the probable. 
 
This conference seeks to redirect the momentum of contemporary city planning back toward a 
creative exploration of what places could be instead of what they are likely to become. With a 
focus on the innovative work occurring in two sister regions, Québec (Canada) and New England 
(USA), the conference will offer the chance for comparison across the two regions and 
opportunities for improved collaboration and cross-fertilization. Speakers are invited to present 
research on the current landscape of visionary city planning in both regions and describe 

http://femgeogconference.wordpress.com/
mailto:planningforthepossible@gmail.com
mailto:planningforthepossible@gmail.com
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examples of what planning for the possible looks like on the ground today in Québec and New 
England. 
 
Abstract Submission Guidelines: By Oct 15 submit: 
-         Proposed Title of Paper 
-         Abstract (300 word limit) 
-         Bio of lead author (100 word limit) 
-         Contact info: email, phone number 
Responses to submissions will be no later than November 15 
 
Paper Submission Guidelines: By Feb 1 submit: 
-         Paper between 5000-10000 words 
-         Short bio (100 words) for all contributing authors 
 

 

Agriculture, Food, and Human Values Annual Meeting, 
Vermont  

The Joint 2014 Annual Meetings & Conference of the Agriculture, Food, and Human Values 
Society (AFHVS), Association for the Study of Food and Society (ASFS), & Society for 
Anthropology of Food and Nutrition (SAFN), to be hosted bu the University of Vermont 
(Burlington, VT) will be posted on the following website: http://www.food-
culture.org/conference/ 

 

Women in Rural Areas: Labour Markets, Images, Policies - 
Berlin  

International Scientific Conference, 14th March 2014, Berlin 

The conference is jointly organised by the Leibniz Institute for Regional Geography and the 
Ministry for Regional Development and Transport Saxony-Anhalt 

Economically weak and remote regions in Europe are often affected by selective migration 
leading to a shortage of young women. On the one hand these migratory movements are closely 
related to rural labour market structures which are offering fewer (career) options to women 
than to men. On the other hand traditional gender roles and certain lifestyles have an impact on 
the migration decisions of young women: urban areas are often supposed to offer better 
possibilities for personal development, education, integration in the labour market and the 
reconciliation of family and work to young women. For the regions affected by selective out-
migration, negative impacts on the regional image, a thinning out of social networks and an 
unfavourable effect on the regional economy are conceivable. A skills shortage in particular in 
female-dominated areas of the labour market is likely to become a negative locational factor. 

http://www.food-culture.org/conference/
http://www.food-culture.org/conference/
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Against this backdrop we welcome contributions addressing the following topics: 

1. Women and rural labour market structures: How to make a living – how to get ahead? 

In this section the focus is on the peculiarities of rural labour markets and the interrelations 
between labour market structures and gender-related migration. The significance of voluntary 
work for local economies and the importance of female commitment in this respect are equally 
important issues. Related questions to be discussed are: 
- How do gendered labour markets influence female migration? 
- What hampers female job prospects in rural regions and how can female career options be 
improved? 
- Is a shortage of female labour force a serious challenge for the economic development in rural 
regions? 
- How strong are sectors outside the regular labour market like voluntary work when considering 
female labour force participation in the countryside? 
- How to estimate the economic potential of female entrepreneurship and start-ups. 

2. 'Rural idyll' or 'rural dull'? 'The rural' from a female point of view 

This issue targets the question how young women perceive and assess rurality nowadays. 
Therefore we would like to learn more about the expectations and needs of the various sub-
groups of young women living in rural areas and the values that are basically connected with 
living in the countryside. Related aspects of particular interest are: 
- How important are lifestyle preferences and cultural aspects like norms and values governing 
gender roles in order to better understand or explain female migration decisions? 
- How do women perceive living in the countryside and what do they consider as key 
characteristics of rurality? 
- Are there gender differences in the evaluation and perception of rural life? 

3. How can regions benefit from gender-sensitive policy advice? Prospects and experiences 

This thematic complex is dealing with the significance of young women as a key target group of 
regional development strategies to tackle demographic change in rural areas. In this respect 
different concepts and experiences related to following topics should be discussed: 
- Which strategies are promising to deal with the female brain drain? 
- What are the prospects and pitfalls of target group oriented development strategies? 
- How to address the wide range of different female living situations and migration biographies 
like re-migration, immigration and settled lifestyles? 
- What about the remaining population, like in particular the group of young men living in rural 
areas? 

All interested contributors are requested to submit an abstract of their paper in English (200-250 
words) to k_wiest@ifl-leipzig.de by 30th October 2013. The contributions made by the 
conference will in conclusion be compiled in a scientific book on "Women in rural areas: labour 
markets, images, policies". 

mailto:k_wiest@ifl-leipzig.de
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The scientific conference "Women in rural areas: labour markets, images, policies" is one of three 
events, held in conjunction with the International Women Forum. Beyond the scientific 
conference in Berlin, the International Women Forum includes an extensive exchange of 
experience and networking activities amongst policy makers and practitioners in Magdeburg and 
the award ceremony for the "women are future". All events are organized in the frame of the 
European Project WOMEN (www.women-project.eu). It is implemented through the Central 
Europe Programme and co-financed by the ERDF.  
 
Time line: 
Submission of abstracts: 30th October 2013 
Notification of acceptance: 9th December 2013  
Contact: 
Dr Karin Wiest 
Leibniz-Institut für Länderkunde / Leibniz Institute for Regional Geography 
Schongauerstr. 9, D-04328 Leipzig 
Tel.: +49 89 55 26 59 74, e-mail: k_wiest@ifl-leipzig.de 
Venue: 
Representation of Saxony-Anhalt at the Federal Government 
(Vertretung des Landes Sachsen-Anhalt beim Bund in Berlin) 
Luisenstr. 18, D-10117 Berlin 
There will be no fee for the participation at the conference, all meals will be covered. Travel and 
accommodation will be self-paid. 
 

Conference: Relational landscape studies of urbanisation 
12 – 13 of June 2014, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, Alnarp, Sweden  
  
This conference aims to explore the potential of relational landscape studies as a means to gain 
more nuanced understanding of the messy processes of urbanisation and peri-urbanisation. The 
conference invites primarily landscape scholars, political ecologists and environmental historians 
for interdisciplinary discussions on landscape and relational geography, and its potential to 
provide critical accounts of 20th and 21st century urbanisation.  
 
To trace relational phenomena is to go against the grain of conventional research. If taken 
seriously as a relational phenomenon landscape doesn’t make sense in a research and planning 
community which is still largely based on modern categories (e.g. nature – culture, subject – 
object). Unfortunately, instead of theorising the relational approach of landscape studies, there 
is a tendency to “tame” and tailor the studies according to the well known black boxes (i.e. 
studying scenery or land-use, representation or life), thus reducing the relational power of 
landscape studies.  

For this conference, therefore, we are searching for landscape studies which contribute to a 
relational, anti-essential understanding of the processes of urbanisation, through rich cases 
and/or conceptual elaborations. Since the turn of the millennium, such studies have appeared in 
at least three related fields of research: landscape studies inspired by relational and critical 
thinking, political ecology, and urban environmental history. Despite the differences, we believe 
that further collaborations between these fields can provide more differentiated 

http://www.women-project.eu/
tel:%2B49%2089%2055%2026%2059%2074
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conceptualisations of urbanisation, deeper knowledge of the complex relations between 
planning and environmental change, of everyday life in the shadow of an expanding city, and 
nurture discussions on alternative urban (or peri-urban) futures. 

Please submit an abstract (400 – 600 words) before 1st of December 2013 to 
mattias.qvistrom@slu.se. The abstracts will be peer-reviewed, with decisions made in January 
2014. The conference fee will be decided on during autumn. We aim for a rather small 
conference, with few or no parallel sessions, with plenty of time for interdisciplinary discussions. 
 
The conference is organised within the project The Metropolitan corridor revisited: tracing 
rural/urban hybrids as a base for sustainable development, funded by Formas (The Swedish 
Research Council for Environment, Agricultural Sciences and Spatial Planning). The project is run 
by the Department of Landscape Architecture, Planning and Management, SLU, in collaboration 
with the Department of Human Geography, Lund University. In case you have any questions 
regarding the conference, do not hesitate to send an e-mail to mattias.qvistrom@slu.se  
  
Mattias Qviström 
Professor in Landscape Planning 
Department of Landscape Architecture, Planning and Management 
Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences 

Edited Book CFPs 
 

The Two Great Invisibilities: perspectives on workers and 
animals in the food system 
Editors: Linnea I. Laestadius, PhD, MPP, Garrett M. Broad, PhD  
 
The past decade has brought tremendous and much needed attention to the connections 
between food choices, health, and environmental sustainability. Despite this exposure, however, 
several foundational aspects of the contemporary food system have remained at the margins of 
most mainstream debates. Notably, concerns related to the rights of food system workers, as 
well as considerations for the interests of non-human animals, have often been overlooked. 
Rather than confronting significant ethical questions about the often intersecting exploitation of 
working people and animals, the topics tend to be handled separately from larger questions 
about health, equity, and sustainability in the food system.  
 
In light of this, we are seeking contributions for an edited volume that aims to bridge theory and 
practice by highlighting the connections between workers and animals in the food system. 
Contributions should strive to push the dialogue on food systems toward an intersectional, 
inclusive and actionable approach. We are open to scholarship from any number of social science 
and humanist disciplines, as well as from diverse philosophical and methodological perspectives, 
including engaged and participatory action research. Works that interrogate these intersectional 
issues across any level of food production, distribution, or consumption are welcome. Thematic 
topics include, but are not limited to: 
1) critical theory related to animals, gender, race, and class in order to explain the current status 
of working people and animals in the food system and how their struggles are inherently linked;  

mailto:mattias.qvistrom@slu.se
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2) the industrial food system’s social, economic, ethical, and public health impacts on workers 
and animals alike; and  
3) the historical and contemporary experiences of labor and animal advocates who seek to 
reform current practices and shed light on enduring injustices.   
 
We invite interested researchers to submit a brief paragraph expressing their interest and their 
proposed manuscript topic. Extended abstracts will be requested from selected contributors. We 
are not seeking previously published manuscripts at this time. Researchers who have studied 
either working people or animals in the food system are encouraged to take this opportunity to 
broaden the scope of their work and submit relevant proposals. Inquiries and proposed topics 
should be emailed to Dr. Linnea Laestadius (Llaestad@uwm.edu) and Dr. Garrett Broad 
(gbroad@asc.upenn.edu).  Please include "Food System Workers and Animals" in your email 
subject line and your proposed topic in the body of the email.  Proposals need to be received no 
later than October 15th, 2013. To date, the University of Nebraska Press has expressed strong 
interest in the edited volume. 
 
Linnea Laestadius, PhD, MPP, Assistant Professor, Zilber School of Public Health, UW - Milwaukee 
Garrett Broad, PhD, George Gerbner Post Doctoral Fellow, Annenberg School for 
Communication, University of Pennsylvania 
 

Place Based Perspectives on Food in Society.  
This proposed volume (12 chapters) will encourage multidisciplinary examinations of the context 
of food that primarily focuses on place. We are particularly interested in essays that address 
solutions to the global food crisis, focusing on how we address the diversity in that crisis across 
place. Chapters should be a maximum of 8,000 words, (not including tables, charts, pictures, etc). 
This volume is intended to inform students and scholars from related disciplines, but just as 
importantly to attract and interest the college-educated lay reader. A detailed call for papers 
with a comprehensive outline, target dates, proposed topics, and other details can be found at: 
http://sociology.uark.edu/Context_of_Food_Call_for_Papers_092713.pdf 
 
For more information or questions contact: Kevin M. Fitzpatrick (Co-Ed.) kfitzpa@uark.edu; 
Deadline for chapter proposals is January 15, 2014 

http://uwm.edu/
http://asc.upenn.edu/
http://sociology.uark.edu/Context_of_Food_Call_for_Papers_092713.pdf
mailto:kfitzpa@uark.edu
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