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A Note from the Chair: 

Greetings Rural Geographers, 

 

The last time I wrote the days were growing longer, the jack-o’-
lanterns were emerging from beneath the snow, and the sun 
was growing stronger. Today, as I write this looking out over 
Lake Superior, I am reminded that all things come full circle, and 
once again we plunge headlong into autumn and for some us, 
the first hints of winter.  Speaking of which, the local newspaper 
this morning told me that the growing season was extended by 
22 days this year. While this may be good news for farmers in 
the Northland, I would have to imagine it’s not that great for 
much else (ecologically speaking). These extra 22 days of 
gardening and harvesting have certainly not been good in 
regards to writing an abstract for the upcoming AAG meeting in 
Boston, now just 169 days away.  Abstracts are due on the 27th 
of October; and while the AAG has been notorious for extending 
that deadline in previous years, something tells that Oscar 
Larson is on top of his game this time and extensions will likely 
be the exception and not the rule - plan accordingly! The RGSG 
is already lining up some excellent sponsored and co-sponsored 
sessions, and I encourage each of you to continue to search out 
additional sessions to help spread the good word that is rural 
geography!  The deadline for sponsored session is the 17th of 
November (for additional details please contact Jill Clarke 
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(clark.1099 – at – osu.edu) or myself.  As has been the case in 
previous years, we hope to hold the Business Meeting over the 
lunch hour, and we hope it will be bookended by New Voices 
Sessions that Sarah Mason and Kathryn Bills are currently 
working on.  In addition to the New Voices Session(s), and in 
keeping with our mission to promote rural geography to a new 
generation of scholars, the deadline for Student Research 
Competition proposals is the 1st of November (see additional 
details below). As we progress through the deadline season, I 
will be keeping in touch regarding ways that you can help.      
Lastly, I want to encourage all of you to consider nominating 
yourself, a colleague, a friend, or a stranger for one of several 
positions the RGSG will have open this year (for more 
information contact Dawn Drake or myself).  Like Public 
Broadcasting, the RGSG cannot thrive without your support, so 
please consider donating your time, energy, and talents (It’s the 
NPR pledge drive after all)!  

Take care, 

Ryan            

 

  

 

 

New Twitter Account! 

The RGSG is now on Twitter!  Please follow us @rgsgnews ! 

Mention us in a tweet if you’d like to see something retweeted, 
or, if you aren’t a tweeter but want to share rural geography-
related news with the Twitter community, you can email Lisa P. 
at lisa.powell@ubc.ca. 
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 Awards Report, Fall 2016 

Submitted by Chris Laingen, RGSG Awards Chair 

September 16, 2016 

Fall Awards Committee Update 

The past year (Fall 2015 to Fall 2016) was relatively quiet for the 
RGSG Awards Committee, as the only award we had a 
competition for was the Student Paper Award at the San 
Francisco AAG.  We had a good number of students 
participating in the competition (~20) with the award going to 
Jeffrey Jenkins of UC-Santa Cruz for his paper titled, “The 
Shifting Nature of Public Lands: Land Exchanges, 
Commensurability of Value, and Rare Earth in the West.” 

The 2017 meeting in Boston will feature three sessions that will 
honor the winners of our faculty recognition awards.  Leslie 
Duram, Professor of Geography at Southern Illinois University-
Carbondale was chosen as the recipient of the Donald Q. Innis 
Award for research excellence in food and agricultural 
geography; Darrell Napton, Professor of Geography at South 
Dakota State University was chosen as the recipient of the John 
Fraser Hart Award for research excellence in agricultural and/or 
rural geography; and John Hudson, Professor of Geography at 
Northwestern University was chosen as the recipient of the 
Lifetime Achievement Award.  The winners will be recognized 
during three back-to-back-to-back sessions in Boston where 
they will be joined by colleagues, former students, and friends 
in panel and paper sessions related to each award winner’s area 
of expertise.  The next round of faculty awards will be 
determined in 2020 and awarded at the 2021 AAG meeting, 
although nominations may be submitted at any time to the 
RGSG Awards Chair.  

Looking forward to the Boston meeting, we just released 
information via the RGSG Knowledge Community for four 
awards; one that will be judged this fall, and three that will be 
awarded in Boston: 

• Student Research Competition (proposals due Tuesday, 
Nov. 1, 2016) 

• Student Paper Competition (presentation judged in 
Boston) 
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• Redd Center / Rural American West Paper Award (papers due Friday, March 3, 2017) 

• NEW! Student Poster Competition (poster judged in Boston) 

Please see recent posts to the RGSG Knowledge Community, visit 
https://rgsg.wordpress.com/awards/, or email crlaingen@eiu.edu for more information on any 
of our student or faculty awards.  

Awards Timeline 

 

Report from IRSA: 

Submitted by Cheryl Morse 

A small but lively group of rural geographers participated in the World Congress of the 
International Rural Sociology Association in August. The conference, held in Toronto, centered on 
the theme of “Sustainable and Just Rural Transitions: Connections and Complexities.” Sessions 
featuring rural geography research included “New Rural Capitalisms,” chaired by Laura Taylor of 
York University, “Daily Practices and Global Countrysides,” organized by Natasha Webster of 
Stockholm University, and “Researching the Everyday Global Countryside,” led by Michael Woods 
of Aberystwyth University 

 

Recent and Forthcoming Publications:  
This is a partial list, submitted by RGSG members. 

Journal articles & Book Chapters: 

Bonney, M. and L.A. Duram. 2016. Applying AASHE STARS to Examine Geography’s “Sense of 
Place” in Sustainability Education.  Journal of Sustainability Education Vol. 11: 2151-7452. 
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Clark, Jill K., Molly Bean, Samina Raja, Scott Loveridge, Julia Freedgood, and Kimberley Hodgson. 
2016. Cooperative extension and food system change: Goals, strategies and resources. 
Agriculture and Human Values. 

Hiner, C. C. 2016. Divergent perspectives and contested ecologies: Challenges in environmental 
management along the rural-urban interface. In A Comparative Political Ecology of Exurbia: 
Planning, Environmental Management, and Landscape Change, eds. L. Taylor & P. T. Hurley, 51-
82. Verlag: Springer. 

Hiner, C. C. 2016. “Chicken wars”, water fights, and other contested ecologies along the rural-
urban interface in California’s Sierra Nevada foothills Journal of Political Ecology, 23, 167-181. 

Hiner, C. C. 2016. Beyond the edge and in between: (Re)conceptualizing the rural-urban interface 
as meaning-model-metaphor. Professional Geographer, 68, 520-531. 

Holtkamp, C., T. Shelton, G. Daly, C. C. Hiner & R. Hagelman. 2016. Assessing Neolocalism in 
Microbreweries. Papers in Applied Geography, 2, 66-78. 

McKinnon, I. & C. Hiner . 2016.  Does the region still have relevance?: (Re)considering "regional" 
political ecology. Journal of Political Ecology, 23. 

Laingen, Christopher. 2015. A spatiotemporal analysis of sorghum in the united states. Papers in 
Applied Geography 1 (4): 307. 

Laingen, Christopher, Forthcoming. The Agrarian Midwest, a chapter in Finding the Lost Region: 
Essays on a New Midwestern History to be published by University of Nebraska Press. 

Mason-Renton, Sarah, and Isaac Luginaah. 2016. Interfering with therapeutic tranquility: Debates 
surrounding biosolid waste processing in rural ontario. Health & Place 41 : 42- 

Nixon, Denver V., and Lenore Newman. 2016. The efficacy and politics of farmland preservation 
through land use regulation: Changes in southwest british Columbia’s agricultural land reserve. 
Land use Policy 59 : 227-40 

Restrepo, Maria J., Margareta A. Lelea, and Brigitte Kaufmann. 2016. Second-order cybernetic 
analysis to re-construct farmers’ rationale when regulating milk production. Systemic Practice 
and Action Research 29 (5): 449-68. 

Special Issue: 

This spring, The Northeastern Geographer published a special issue on youth outmigration from 
Vermont (volume 7) .  It was co-edited by Wendy Geller, Vermont Department of Education, and 
Cheryl Morse, University of Vermont.  The issue includes an article by Pablo Bose, University of 
Vermont, titled “’New Vermonters’ and Perspectives on Migration,” and an article authored by 
Cheryl Morse, “The Risks and Rewards of Using Social Media in Rural Migration Research.” 
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Books of Interest 

 

New book from our Awards Chair/Incoming Specialty 
Group Chair! 

 

Christopher Laingen and Hogb Hudson co-authored 
American Farms, American Food: A Geography of 
Agriculture and Food Production in the United States, 
which was published by Lexington Books in August 2016. 

 

For more information: 
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781498508209/American-
Farms-American-Food-A-Geography-of-Agriculture-and-

 Food-Production-in-the-United-States

 

 

 

RGSG Research in Progress 

Submitted by Larry Kleitches, Southeastern Director, Rural Geography Specialty Group, and his 
student, Karina Walls, Geosciences Major, Georgia State University, in October 2016.  They note 
that this is an ongoing project, and would certainly appreciate hearing from anyone who has 
questions or suggestions. 

 “Mni Wiconi (Water Is Life)”: A Research Composition Still in Progress 

Random House Dictionary defines rural as “of, relating to, or characteristic of the country, 
country life, country people, or agriculture; rustic”. The common perception of rural denizens is 
that they constitute niche populations lacking sophistication and grace. Rural populations 
worldwide have historically been subject to the “cruel to be kind” principle, where property and 
natural resources are stripped from those populations, ostensibly for “their own good”, because 
they allegedly lack the knowledge to properly harness them. 

 North Dakota circa 2000 would have been the last place anyone presumed could have a billion-
dollar budget surplus and a per capita GDP 29% above the national average. However, the 
discovery of oil and gas-bearing shale fields, harvested through successful use of horizontal 
drilling and fracking, created a gold rush that has only recently ebbed.  While there were only 
23,000 wells in 2000 there are now 300,000, pumping out 4.3 million barrels of oil a day. To 
move this oil, the Dakota Access Pipeline extending from the Bakken Oil fields of northwestern 

https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781498508209/American-Farms-American-Food-A-Geography-of-Agriculture-and-Food-Production-in-the-United-States
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781498508209/American-Farms-American-Food-A-Geography-of-Agriculture-and-Food-Production-in-the-United-States
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781498508209/American-Farms-American-Food-A-Geography-of-Agriculture-and-Food-Production-in-the-United-States
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North Dakota to Pakota, IL, a 1,134-mile-long underground trek, was proposed. The pipeline, as 
proposed by the Dakota Access, LLC, would transport 470,000 barrels daily.  

The pipeline’s route would take it less than a mile north of the 2.3-million acre Standing Rock 
Reservation and across the Ogallala Aquifer and the Missouri and Mississippi River basins.  The 
approximately eight thousand people inhabitants of Standing Rock are members of the Dakota, 
Nakota, and Lakota nations. There is an ongoing debate as to whether the residents of the 
Standing Rock reservation were properly consulted prior to approval of the pipeline by the Army 
Corps of Engineers. Native Americans and their supporters are protesting the pipeline’s 
construction, calling themselves protectors and using their voices and bodies to verbally and 
physically protect the water of the Missouri River, water they see as sacred. Violent tactics have 
also been used against the protectors. 

Environmental and tectonic issues with the fracking process have been long documented. 
Construction has already compromised sacred and cultural sites belonging to the Great Sioux 
Tribe. Recent pipeline mishaps in Shelby County, AL, western Pennsylvania, and Cheyenne WY 
have buttressed the reservation’s concerns about drinking water contamination, not to mention 
possibly polluting the water for 18 million other Midwesterners. The website for Texas-based 
Energy Transfer Partners, of which Dakota Access, LLC is a subsidiary, highlights the pros of the 
pipeline for carrying “light, sweet crude oil”. Conversely, they have been sued or received 
violation notices in the past for water contamination, spills, and leaks.  

The pipeline is now 87 percent complete. It was originally plan to run north of Bismarck, North 
Dakota before concerns over the possible contamination of the city’s water supply led to the 
pipeline’s rerouting north of Standing Rock.  The question still being investigated is: are those 
people not as worthy as city dwellers of having clean water, or have their desires once again 
taken precedent over an already-marginalized segment of a marginalized population? 

 

Calls for Submissions/Applications 

Weatherhead Initiative on Global History Fellowship 
 
http://wigh.wcfia.harvard.edu/book/funding-opportunities 
 
The Weatherhead Initiative on Global History (WIGH) at Harvard University identifies and 
supports outstanding scholars whose work responds to the growing interest in the encompassing 
study of global history. We seek to organize a community of scholars interested in the systematic 
scrutiny of developments that have unfolded across national, regional, and continental 
boundaries and who propose to analyze the interconnections—cultural, economic, ecological, 
political and demographic—among world societies. We encourage applicants from all over the 
world, and especially from outside Europe and North America, hoping to create a global 
conversation on global history. 
 
WIGH Fellows are appointed for one academic year and are provided time, guidance, office 
space, and access to Harvard University facilities. They should be prepared to devote their entire 
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time to productive scholarship and may undertake sustained projects of research or other 
original work. They will join a vibrant community of global history scholars at Harvard. 
 
Terms 
 
The competition for these awards is open only to scholars with a PhD (or comparable 
professional school degree). If still pursuing the PhD, WIGH Fellows must receive their degree no 
later than May 2017. There is no limit on time since submission of the candidate’s degree; we are 
open to candidates at various stages of their careers. We expect that candidates will be able to 
submit samples of independent work (articles, papers, dissertation chapters) in support of their 
candidacies on request. The WIGH Fellowship is residential and Fellows are expected to live in 
the Cambridge/Boston area for the duration of their appointments unless traveling for pre-
approved research purposes, and they are expected to participate in WIGH activities, including a 
bi-weekly seminar. 
 
Fellows will receive an annual stipend of up to $50,000, according to fellows’ needs. Because we 
cannot always offer the amount requested, we urge applicants to apply for funding from other 
sources as well. Applications are welcome from qualified persons without regard to nationality, 
gender, or race. 
 
We have additional opportunities for self-funded scholars, and in those cases will consider single 
semester appointments. 
 
How to Apply 
 
Applications are due December 15, 2016. Letters of reference are due by January 10th, 2017. 
Applications should be submitted through our online application site: 
https://academicpositions.harvard.edu/postings/7122 
 
For additional information contact: 
 
Jessica Barnard, Program Coordinator 
jbarnard@wcfia.harvard.edu 
Phone: +011 (617) 495-8923 
 
 

Upcoming Conferences and Regional Meetings 

Rural History 2017, Leuven, Belgium 

More information: http://www.ruralhistory.eu/conferences/rural-history-2017 

CFP page:  https://kuleuvencongres.be/ruralhistory2017/call-for-panels

http://www.ruralhistory.eu/conferences/rural-history-2017
https://kuleuvencongres.be/ruralhistory2017/call-for-panels
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The panel submission deadline has been extended to 23 October, and then there will be a round 

of individual paper submissions in December-January. 

Description: 

The forthcoming conference will take place in Leuven (Belgium) from Monday 11 to Thursday 14 

September 2017. The organisation is in the hands of ICAG (the Interfaculty Center for Agrarian 

History, University of Leuven), in collaboration with the CORN (Comparative Rural History of the 

North Sea Area) research network. 

The EURHO conferences aim at promoting the exchange of recent research results and fostering 

co-operation between scholars engaged in the history of rural Europe and of its interaction with 

other parts of the world, from ancient times up to the present.  Consequently the conference in 

Leuven will be open to all interesting proposals within a broad range of themes and covering 

different historical periods and regions. 

Rural history, indeed, has no clear spatial borders, nor precise time frames. It is a multifaceted 

research field that stretches from the production of foodstuffs, feed, fibres and flowers, to food 

processing and consumption; from productive land use to tourism in the countryside; from 

agricultural technology to village life. Rurality is in fact an analytical category, at the crossroads of 

economic and social, political and cultural, anthropological and environmental history. And far 

from presenting a univocal story about the evolution from local tradition to global modernity, the 

history of the rural world deals with unequal constructions of food availability, power, wealth, 

gender and social well-being. In this sense, the history of the rural past shows many similarities 

with the current world food problem and the problem of rural development. 

For this third EURHO conference, we encourage all participants to present their newest and most 

promising research. We particularly welcome papers which introduce unknown source material, 

develop new concepts or methods, and explore the connections between rural history and 

related research fields via a comparative, multidisciplinary or interdisciplinary approach. The 

keynote papers will offer an opportunity to rural historians for critical self-reflection regarding 

their own research in relationship to adjacent disciplines and current societal debates. 

Sixth Spatial Knowledge and Information Canada conference: February 23 to February 25, 2017 
in Banff, Alberta.  

More information:  http://rose.geog.mcgill.ca/ski/about

Deadline for submissions is NOVEMBER 1st, 2016. 

Spatial Knowledge and Information Canada brings together researchers of GIS and the geoweb 
who live and work in Canada. 

http://rose.geog.mcgill.ca/ski/about
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Our conference mixes the practical and the theoretical. Come share your experiences in using GIS 
in academia in Canada and around the world. Learn from other researchers and students of GIS 
on best practices and ways of accommodating different domains of knowledge. 

We invite researchers who are involved in fields such as: GIScience, Geomatics and geomatics, 
engineering, Remote Sensing, Participatory GIS, GIS in health and epidemiology, GIS in 
transportation, Planning Support Systems and landuse planning, Digital Earth and the Geospatial 
Web 2.0 (geoweb) (e.g., Google Earth, Virtual Earth, Google Maps) Research, Neogeography and 
Volunteered Geographic Information (VGI), Geovisualization and cybercartography, Business 
geographics, Spatial statistics, Location based services, GIS and spatial modeling in the Earth 
Sciences, Urban simulation and modelling, Computer dimensions of GIS (e.g., data modelling), Big 
Data. 

Georgia Water Resources Conference,  19-20 April at UGA Georgia Center for Continuing 
Education 

Southeastern Director of the RGSG Larry Kleitches is on the planning committee for 
this conference.  Arrangements and guidelines for submissions are still being 
discussed, but for rural geographers and students this  would be a worthwhile event. 
For students in particular, it would be a low-key yet tangible way to get their research 
out in the open.  The only condition is that for any presentation or poster to 
be submitted, the submitter's topic  needs to be "connectable" to the state of 
Georgia-think three degrees of separation.  For more information, contact Larry at 
lkleitches@gsu.edu. 
 

AAG Regional Meetings 

October 20-22, 2016 - Southwest Regional Division Fall Meeting, Denton, TX 

http://www.sw-aag.org/2016-meeting.html 

October 21-22, 2016 - Great Plains/Rocky Mountains Regional Division Fall Meeting, University 
of Colorado Springs, Colorado 

http://www.uccs.edu/gprm2016/ 

November 4-5, 2016 - Middle States Regional Division Fall Meeting, Blair County Convention 
Center, Altoona, PA 

http://msaag.org/ 

November 20-22, 2016 - Southeast Regional Division Fall Meeting, Columbia, SC 

http://sedaag.org/ 
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CFPs and Notes for the 2017 AAG Meeting in Boston 

5-9 April 2017 

 

“The rural geographers of the Northeast are looking forward to seeing many of you in Boston!” 

-Cheryl Morse, Northeastern Regional Director, RGSG 

 

As Ryan noted in his Chair’s Letter, deadlines are looming for AAG submissions, with 27 October 
being the big one.  Numerous session CFPs have been coming across the RGSG listserve, and may 
also be viewed at  the RGSG blog https://rgsg.wordpress.com/2016-aag-cfp/   .

 
 

https://rgsg.wordpress.com/2016-aag-cfp/

