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Hello CARLU Members!  I am your new specialty group 
Chair, elected at the Pittsburgh AAG meeting.  First, we 
owe our out-going Chair, Lisa Harrington, a big “thank you” 
for her years of dedication to our group.  Next, I want to 
give you a brief introduction to me and my ideas for 
CARLU.  I’ve been in CARLU since the early 1990s when I 
did my MA at Kansas State University and PhD at the 
University of Colorado at Boulder.  Since 1995, I’ve been at 
Southern Illinois University Carbondale, where I’ve been 
fortunate to conduct research and teach within rural 
geography and natural resource management.  I enjoy 
guiding both Master’s and PhD students here at SIUC.  My 
specific research interests include:  organic agriculture, 
farmers’ land use decision-making, rural activism, and local 
efforts in watershed planning. 
 I  think CARLU has a great opportunity to act as a 
unifying specialty group.  Indeed, my central goal for our 
group is to expand our membership by working to broaden 
our constituency.   We should be inclusive, work with other 
specialty groups, and strive to inform people about the 
value of rural areas.  According to the 1990 US Census, 
the US population is currently 25% rural; that’s down from 
60% in 1900, and 94% in 1800.  Thus our job becomes 
even greater—to educate the majority of Americans about 
the important resources in rural areas.  Indeed rural land 
use issues include agriculture, forestry, watershed 
management, urban-rural interactions, recreation, and 
tourism, just to name a few.  And we CARLU members 
should proudly represent these diverse interests within the 
rural setting! 
 Please get involved in CARLU.  Contact me or any 
board member if you have ideas for our group.  Think about 
organizing a CARLU-sponsored session for the New York 
City AAG meeting; just contact me to approve your topic. 
Also be sure you nominate qualified CARLU members for 
the Hart and Lifetime Achievement Awards; and definitely 
encourage your students to apply for the CARLU Student 

Paper Award (see this newsletter for details on these 
awards).   FROM THE CHAIR 
 In conclusion, remember your connection with your 
local rural environment, and let this guide your work.  This 
is thoughtfully expressed in the following:   

 
The mountains, I become part of it… 
The herbs, the fir tree, I become part of it. 
The morning mists, the clouds, the gathering 

waters, I become part of it. 
The wilderness, the dew drops, the pollen… 
I become part of it. 

--Navajo Chant 
 

Best wishes for a successful and enjoyable summer,   
Leslie  A. Duram  
Email:  duram@siu.edu  
Tel:  618. 453-6084 
 
 
 
 
 

AAG 2001 

New York City AAG Annual Meeting --February 27-
March 3, 2001 

Deadline for sending in registration materials to the AAG 
Office (Washington DC): September 1, 2000 (paper 

presentation) 
September 20, 2000 (poster/illustrated paper 

presentation). 
 

Session Organizing 
 
Daniel Block will organize sessions for CARLU this year. 
People should start thinking about this now.  If there are 
any session ideas, get them out on the newsgroup and we 
can start putting things together.  If you still need a place in 
August, I will put some sessions together.  Send or e-mail 
me the form and an abstract by August 25 (one week 
before the deadline).  You may FAX me the registration 
form at 773-995-2030, and e-mail me the abstract at D-
Block@csu.edu, or mail them to me at Daniel Block, 



Department of Geography, Economics, and Anthropology, 
Chicago State University, 9501 S. King Dr., Chicago, IL 
60628.  Make sure everything meets the AAG 
requirements.  I won't be doing any editing. 
 

Call for Papers 
 
Lisa Harrington is organizing a jointly sponsored 
CARLU/HDGC (Human Dimensions  of Global Change) 
session or sessions.   The tentative title of the session is 
'Rural Change/Global Change.' Papers should focus on 
rural change in the context of global change, with subjects 
related to rural land use and agriculture especially 
welcome.  Contact: Lisa Harrington, Department of 
Geography, Kansas State University, Manhattan, KS 
66506-0801.  E-mail: lharrin@ksu.edu; FAX: 785-532-
7310; tel: 785-532-6727. 
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All nominations for the following awards should be sent to: 
 
        Kenneth C. Dagel 
        Department of Social Sciences 
        Missouri Western State College 
        4525 Downs Drive 
        St. Joseph, MO  64507 
        E-mail:  dagelke@griffon.mwsc.edu 
 
The deadline for all nominations is January 1, 2001 
 

Hart Award 
 
The Contemporary Agriculture and Rural Land Use 
(CARLU) Specialty Group Committee on Awards and 
Honors seeks nominations for the John Fraser Hart Award 
for Research Excellence.  The award was established to 
recognize the contributions of John Fraser Hart and will be 
presented to recognize a scholar who has achieved and 
maintained excellence in the fields of agricultural and/or 
rural geography research. 
 
Scholars recognized by this award must be members of 
both the AAG and CARLU.  Candidates may be nominated 
by any AAG member. 
 
Nominees will be requested to submit two copies of their 
current Curriculum Vita and the names and addresses of 
three referees to the Awards and Honors Committee.  The 
Committee's recommendation will be forwarded to the 
CARLU Board of Directors for a final decision. 
 
The Award winner will receive an engraved plaque and be 
the guest of honor at a CARLU reception.  The Awards 

Committee hopes to make a presentation at the 2001 AAG 
Conference in New York. 
 

The Lifetime Achievement Award for Excellence 
in Rural and Agricultural Geography 

 
The Contemporary Agriculture and Rural Land Use 
(CARLU) Specialty Group Committee on Awards and 
Honors seeks nominations for The Lifetime Achievement 
Award for Excellence in Rural and Agricultural Geography. 
The award was established to recognize individuals whose 
accomplishments have distinguished them at a level above 
and beyond their peers. 
 
Scholars recognized by this award must be members of 
both the AAG and CARLU.  Candidates may be nominated 
by any AAG member. 
 
Nominees will be requested to submit two copies of their 
current Curriculum Vita and the names and addresses of 
three referees to the Awards and Honors Committee.  The 
Committee's recommendation will be forwarded to the 
CARLU Board of Directors for a final decision. 

NOMINATIONS SOUGHT 

 
The Award winner will receive an engraved plaque and be 
the guest of honor at a CARLU reception.  The Awards 
Committee hopes to make a presentation at the 2001 AAG 
Conference in New York. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STUDENT PAPER COMPETITION 

 
The Contemporary Agriculture and Rural Land Use 
specialty group (CARLU) will present a $50 prize for the 
best student paper in a CARLU session at the New York 
AAG meeting.  To enter the competition, students must 
submit three copies of their abstract to Kenneth Dagel, 
Department of Social Sciences, Missouri Western State 
College, 4525 Downs Drive, St. Joseph, MO  64507 by 
January 1, 2001.  Faculty are asked to encourage students 
who will be presenting a paper on agriculture or rural land 
use to enter the competition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2000 CARLU GENERAL BUSINESS 
MEETING MINUTES 

The CARLU General Meeting was held in Pittsburgh, PA 
on April 5, 2000 in conjunction with the Association of 
American Geographers 96th Annual Meeting.  Lisa 
Harrington, Chair, brought the meeting to order.  There 
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were approximately 25 to 30 people in attendance.  The 
discussion proceeded in the following order: 
 
I. The Minutes of the 1999 General Business 

Meeting were approved. 
 
II. Reports 
 
Treasurer’s Report by Deb Paulson was presented by Lisa 
Harrington.  The balance as of March 29, 2000 was 
$1,178.02.  Dues received were $610.00, a decrease of 
$72.00 last year.  Lisa Harrington pointed out that the 
membership in the AAG itself has decreased and this has 
reflected in the decrease of dues for CARLU.  The Hart 
Fund was at $2,935.00 as of December 31, 1999.  There 
were no student awards presented.  The expenses were 
$933.78 for reception and banquet for Lifetime 
Achievement award and the CARLU newsletters. 

   
CARLU Newsletter.  Lisa Harrington presented the report 
submitted by Carl Wilmsen.  There was a total distribution 
of approximately 300 newsletters.  The Spring 1999 
newsletter was distributed through the mail while the Winter 
200 was distributed via email (188) and regular mail (101). 
The switch to electronic mailing appears successful.  
Discussion ensued and it was agreed to continue this 
method of distribution while ensuring that hard copies are 
forwarded to those who do not have email.  Kudos were 
given to Carl Wilmsen for an excellent job.  Carl’s request 
in his report for submissions to the Newsletter was voiced 
by the Chair. 
 
Ken Dagel presented the Awards and Honors Report.  
There was no Lifetime Achievement Award for Excellence 
given by CARLU this year.  There was no student paper 
competition this year due to lack of entries.   
 
In terms of the Lifetime Achievement Award, the search will 
continue for a recipient for next year with a call for 
nominations going out in the Newsletter. 

 
As for the lack of student competition, the suggestion was 
made that perhaps the September deadline and the 
demand for a written paper by that date was a problem.  It 
was pointed out that Rural Development Specialty Group 
did not require a paper, the competition being based on the 
presentation, and their deadline was in the Spring as 
opposed to the Fall.  Discussion ensued, which included 
the differences between poster and paper presentations. It 
was agreed that there was a need for some guidelines for 
judging both poster and paper presentations. The final 
outcome of the discussions work would be undertaken to 
derive criteria and the student deadline was moved to 
January first.  

 
Other Reports 
 

Leslie Duram reported on the progress of the CARLU 
chapter in Geography in America, 2nd Edition.  The 2000 
deadline would probably not be met.  Leslie and Clark 
Archer, co-authors of the chapter, have completed their 
revisions and have returned the draft to the editors.   There 
was a request to post the final copy of the chapter on the 
web page or make it available to members of CARLU via 
the Newsletter.  

  
Darrell Napton reported on the ARGWorld project.  He 
advised they were still looking for geographic slides to 
complete the task and anyone interested should contact 
him.  

 
Ken Beesley reported on the success of the 1999 
Symposium The New Countryside:  Critical Questions for 
the Future of Rural Regions and Communities held in 
Halifax, Nova Scotia.  He was quite hopeful that the 
material presented would be published.  

 
III. Elections 
 
Lisa Harrington’s term as Chair was over, and upon motion 
duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, Leslie 
Duram was elected Chair of CARLU for a two year term, 
terminating in the year 2002. 

  
Ken Dagel, upon motion duly made, seconded and 
unanimously carried, was elected as a Director of CARLU 
for a two year term terminating 2002.  
 
IV. New Business & Discussion Items 
 
The AAG 2001 Meeting will be held in New York in late 
February.  Discussions ensured as to the sessions to be 
undertaken.  It was agreed that once again CARLU 
maintained its reputation for the high quality of sessions 
undertaken this year and congratulations were extended on 
a job well done.  Discussion ensued about the possibilities 
for New York.  Danny Block will serve as general CARLU 
session organizer; others will organize specific thematic 
sessions. 
Membership – Lisa Harrington reported on the General 
Meeting of the AAG and reiterated that membership was 
down within the AAG as a whole but that CARLU was 
doing proportionately well given other specialty groups 
status.   There ensued a discussion concerning the issue of 
too many specialty groups and, again, perhaps merging 
with Rural Development Specialty Group.  There was 
expressed the sentiment that the name, Contemporary 
Agriculture and Rural Land Use, does not indicate the 
diversity of the research undertaken by CARLU.   The 
suggestion for name change was made but no motion was 
made.  It was pointed out the advantage of staying 
separate was the ability to cosponsor and leverage more 
funds.  

 



V. Old Business 
 
Lisa Harrington advised that she officially killed the 
Listserv.  As there were complaints of inappropriate 
announcements and discussions taking place, she 
indicated that any continuation of a listserv would require 
someone to monitor it.    Katie Algeo  agreed to undertake 
the task of creating and monitoring a new listserv.   Her 
willingness to undertake the task was welcomed with much 
enthusiasm.   

 
The position of regional representatives, after discussion 
within the group,  were found to be unnecessary and upon 
motion duly made, seconded and carried, these positions 
were terminated.  

 
VI. Adjournment.  Upon motion duly made the meeting 

adjourned.  
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CARLU TREASURER’S REPORT  
1999 - 2000 

 Contemporary Agriculture and Rural Land Use Specialty 
Group (CARLU) Treasurer’s Report, 1999-2000 

(March 20, 1999 - April 12, 2000) 
 
Identification Number: 37-1276934 
Account Name: CARLU 
UNIWYO Federal Credit Union, 564 North 15th Street, 
Laramie, WY 82072 
 
I. Checking (and Share) Account 
 
Estimated Balance as of March 19, 2000            $1501.53 
 
Expenses: 
  Student Paper Award (Randy Wilson)              $  50.00 
  Reception and Banquet for  
 Lifetime Achievement    $546.58 
  Summer (7/99) Newsletter duplicating/mailing $192.28 
  Winter (1/99) Newsletter duplicating/mailing $119.92 
  Banquet ticket for Student Paper Award $  25.00 
               -   $933.78 
Income: 
  AAG Specialty Group Dues (coming soon) $610.00 
  Interest (1 April 1999 - 1 March 2000)  $    0.27 
 
      $610.27 
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II. John Fraser Hart Fund (Award for Research Excellence) 
 
Fund administered by the AAG: Most recent information 
was provided by  Susan Lucy. 
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I would like to call your attention to my new contact 
information listed in the "Directory of Key Persons" below. 
On August 1 I will start a new position as Program 
Coordinator of the Community Forestry Research 
Fellowship Program in the Department of Environmental 
Science, Policy and Management at UC Berkeley. 
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This year’s Bulwer-Lytton Fiction Award for bad writing 
goes to Gary Dahl (inventor of the 1975 craze, pet rock) of 
Los Gatos, California.  The offending prose: 

5 “The heather-encrusted headlands, veiled in fog as thick as 
smoke in a crowded pub, hunched precariously over the 
moors, their rocky elbows slipping off land’s end, their 
bulbous, craggy noses thrust into the thick foam of the 
North Sea like bearded old men falling asleep in their 
pints.” 

 
Membership information: 
 
Dues are from: 122 regular memberships @ $4 each and 
61 student memberships @ $2 each.  Our dues are down 
from $682 last year and $668 in 1998. 
 
 
 
 
 

First Kansas State PhD's Graduate 
 
The Department of Geography at Kansas State University, 
with its emphasis on rural geography, is very pleased to 
announce the names of the first three students to complete 
the PhD program.  Brad Rundquist and Tom Schafer 
graduated in May, 2000.  Brad accepted a tenure-track job 
at the University of North Dakota and Tom has a tenure-
track position at Fort Hays State University.  Shawn 
Hutchinson defended his dissertation in June and has a 
Research Assistant Professor appointment in Biological 
and Agricultural Engineering at Kansas State University 
that starts in July, 2000.  Other K-State doctoral students 
who begin full-time faculty jobs this August include former 
CARLU Student Director (1997-1999) Jason Holcomb (a 
tenure-track job at Morehead State in Kentucky), and 
current CARLU Student Director (1999-2001) Sylvia-Linda 
Kaktins (at The University of Michigan-Flint), as well as Jim 
Davis (at Southwest Missouri State University), and Sujata 
De (at Fort Hays State University). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 Bad-Writing Prize 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DIRECTORY OF KEY PERSONS 
1998-99 DEPARTMENT NEWS 

Chair: 
Leslie Duram (2000-2002) 
Dept. of Geography 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale, IL  62901-4514 
TEL: 618/536-3375  
FAX: 618/453-2671 
e-mail: duram@siu.edu 
 
Secretary-Treasurer: 
Deb Paulson (1999-2001) 
Department of Geography & Recreation 
University of Wyoming 
Laramie, WY 82071-3371 
TEL: 307/766-2628  
FAX: 307/766-2697 
e-mail: debp@uwyo.edu 
 
 
 
Directors: 
Kenneth C. Dagel (2000-2002) 
Department of Social Sciences 
Missouri Western State College 
4525 Downs Drive 

FROM THE EDITOR St. Joseph, MO  64507 



E-mail:  dagelke@griffon.mwsc.edu 
 
Katie Algeo (1999-2001) 
Department of Geography/Geology 
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point 
Stevens Point, Wisconsin 54481 
TEL: 715/346-2629 
FAX: 715/346-3372 
e-mail: kalgeo@uwsp.edu 
 
Matt Schumway (1999-2001) 
Department of Geography 
Brigham Young University 
Provo, Utah 84602 
TEL: 801/378-3851 
FAX: 801/378-5978 
e-mail: jms7@email.byu.edu 
 
Sylvia-Linda Kaktins (Student Rep. 1999-2001) 
Department of Geography; Dickens Hall 
Kansas State University 
Manhattan, KS 66506-0801 
TEL: 913/532-6727  
FAX: 913/532-7310 
e-mail: kaktins@ksu.edu 
 
Newsletter Editor: 
Carl Wilmsen 
Community Forestry Research Fellowship Program 
College of Natural Resources  
101 Giannini Hall #3100  
University of California, Berkeley  
Berkeley, CA 94720-3100 
TEL: 510/642-7395 
FAX: 510/642-7589 
e-mail: cwilmsen@nature.berkeley.edu 
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CARLU WEB PAGE 

 
www.ksu.edu/geography/carlu/carlu.htm. 
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