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Thanks to Leslie Duram’s organizing efforts, the Fort Worth 
meetings were quite successful.  CARLU sponsored or 
co-sponsored seven sessions.  The topics covered virtually 
all aspects of rural land use and agricultural geography.  A 
high point was the Sustainable Agriculture plenary session 
co-sponsored by the Rural Development specialty group 
featuring guest speaker Wes Jackson, founder and director 
of the Land Institute.  Wes’ presentation was followed by 
three discussants, a time for Wes to rejoin, and then 
comments and questions from the floor.  Ninety attended 
that session, and many stayed for the joint reception that 
followed.  Our cooperative efforts with the Rural 
Development specialty group have been so successful that 
we are planning on at least two co-sponsored events in 
Boston. 
  
We had hoped to have sessions with Marty Strange, past 
director of the Center for Rural Affairs, and Calvin Beale, 
past demographer with the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
 Neither could be in Boston at the time of our meetings, 
however.  We will have one plenary session devoted to 
Great Plains sustainability issues.  This session, 
co-sponsored by the Rural Development Specialty Group, 
will feature Deborah and Frank Popper presenting their 
most recent ideas, followed by discussants and ample time 
for comments and questions from the floor.  A second 
plenary session, also co-sponsored by the Rural 
Development Specialty Group, will have David Pimentel as 
the guest presenter.  David Pimentel is an agricultural 
ecologist from Cornell who has been critical of high input 
farming and its environmental consequences.  In a third 
special session, Phil Gersmehl and Jeff Zinn will debate 
the merits and flaws of the Cropland Reserve Program 
(CRP).  Among other things, they will discuss how the 

scale of approach influences whether one considers the 
program successful or unsuccessful.  Phil has conducted 
extensive 

 REMARKS FROM THE CHAIR 

farm-level and county-level CRP research while Jeff has 
focused on the national level with his research for 
congressional committees, from his position at the Library 
of Congress. 
  
Leslie Duram has agreed to organize and coordinate paper 
sessions again.  Leslie will compile the abstracts from all 
other presenters and organize them into thematic sessions. 
 Leslie’s work will be particularly difficult this year.  The 
Boston meeting will have two fewer session rooms than the 
AAG normally uses, plus the meeting will be one-half day 
shorter.  The only way the AAG can accommodate the 
expected twenty minute papers is to begin sessions at 7:15 
AM and continue until 7:15 PM with a ninety minute lunch 
hour.  This situation is one of the costs of success.  The 
annual meeting has grown to the point that there are few 
hotels that can accommodate us. 
  
I suspect that no one wants to go to a 7:15 AM paper 
session.  The AAG will eliminate that session if enough 
specialty groups find ways to shorten presentations.  If you 
have considered presenting a poster, this is the year to do 
it.  The AAG has provided an incentive by making the date 
for poster abstracts October 1, whereas paper abstracts 
are due September 3.  At the CARLU business meeting we 
decided to cooperate with the AAG and, if we are 
successful in saving time, negotiate with the AAG to avoid 
a 7:15 paper 
session if they are still necessary.  What does this mean for 
CARLU presenters and sessions?  Traditionally each paper 
presenter has twenty minutes with five papers in a one 
hundred minute session.  Next year each specialty group 
will be able to design the format of its sessions.  The only 

restriction is the length: 100 minutes.  If we can use the 100 
minutes more creatively or more efficiently, then the 
likelihood of a 7:15 AM session diminishes.  At the 
business meeting, Leslie Duram was authorized to place 
more than five papers in each CARLU session.  There 
could be six sixteen minutes papers, seven fourteen minute 
papers, or eight twelve minute papers.  This means that 

CARLU presenters will have to be flexible.  You will not 
know the amount of time for your presentation until the 
preliminary program has been drawn up.  Some methods 
and session topics, of course, lend themselves to shorter 
presentation times better than others, so Leslie will have 
the flexibility to make adjustments.  Any CARLU member 
may organize a 



thematic paper session sponsored or co-sponsored by 
CARLU, but be sure to keep Leslie apprised of the situation 
and work with her on squeezing more papers into the 
session. 
  
Thanks to outgoing CARLU officers Dave Lighthall, Ken 
Dagel, Ken Beasley and Ann Lewandowski for their 
contributions.  Their hard work and good ideas made my 
job much easier and more enjoyable. 
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Dave Lighthall has agreed to continue operating the 
CARLU e-mail list.  If you are not on the list, you can write 
Dave at 
DLIGHTHALL@CENTER.COLGATE.EDU. 
  
The 1999 AAG meeting will be held in Honolulu.  The AAG 
is committed to provide $300 to each student who will be 
presenting a paper.  The AAG Council asked each 
specialty group to consider providing additional support.  
CARLU members at the Business Meeting voted to support 
two students for $300 apiece.  This money will be in 
addition to the money that the students will receive from the 
AAG.  This is about all that our current budget will allow.  
During the next 18 months CARLU treasurer, Deb Paulson, 
will accept 
donations to add to this money.  Perhaps we can support 
an additional student or two.  CARLU student members 
who plan to attend the Honolulu meetings should plan 
ahead because paper abstracts will probably be due earlier 
than normal so that AAG and CARLU funds can be 
leveraged to obtain the maximum amount of local campus 
support from the Department or Dean. 
  
Are you familiar with CHOICES: magazine?  “CHOICES is 
published quarterly by the American Agricultural 
Economics Association for people who want to be informed 
about food, farm, and resource issues and the policies that 
affect them.”  CHOICES provides a readable way to keep 
abreast of recent research by Agricultural Economists.  
Articles in CHOICES often provide summaries of larger 
research projects and citations to them.  The cost is $20 
per year.  Write CHOICES, AAEA Business Office, 1110 
Buckeye Avenue, Ames, IA  50010-8063. 
  
Have you seen the review of CHANGES IN LAND USE 
AND LAND COVER: A GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE in the 
March ANNALS?  CARLU received some very good press 
from Stan Trimble.  He also made some suggestions about 
how CARLU could profitably work with the Historical 
Geography specialty group.  Does anyone want to pursue 
his suggestions? 
 
ON THE HORIZON is a new CARLU Newsletter feature.  It 
gives provides CARLU members an opportunity to share 

local land use and agricultural items of interest, and to 
learn about local events that may have widespread concern 
in the future.  If something is happening that you think will 
interest CARLU members, write a few paragraphs about it, 
and submit it to the editor.  On the Horizon columns need 
not be based upon research projects.  They only need to 
be interesting and relevant to CARLU’s mission. 

 ANNUAL MEETING 

CALL FOR PAPERS 

 
-Darrell Napton 

 
 
Leslie Duram will again organize CARLU-sponsored paper 
sessions.  It is anticipated that sessions on the general 
topics of:  Agriculture, Rural Systems, Small Towns, 
Natural Resource Management;  Rural History, and Rural 
Planning will be represented. Specific CARLU session titles 
will be developed based on YOUR specific topics.  Please 
mail registration materials and abstracts by Wednesday, 27 
August 1997, to:  

Dr. Leslie Duram 
Department of Geography 
4520 Faner Hall 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale, IL 62901-4514 

 
TEL:  618/453-6084 
FAX:  618/453-2671 
e-mail:  duram@siu.edu 

 
Also note, as described in Darrell Napton’s lead column, 
that time allocated per paper could range from 12 to 20 
minutes (or less, if in an ‘illustrated paper session’--one 
which combines posters with short overview presentations). 

 Please be flexible.  It may help to contact Leslie Duram 
about your individual degree of flexibility. 

 AWARDS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 
HART AWARD 
  

The CARLU Honors Committee was pleased to present the 
John Fraser Hart Award for Research Excellence to David 

E. Kromm from Kansas State University.  Dr. Kromm 
received the award at the CARLU business meeting in Fort 



Worth, Texas, and was also recognized at the AAG Awards 
Luncheon.  Dr. Kromm's research on ground-water 
resources and issues related to conservation of 
groundwater, not only in Kansas, but across the Great 
Plains and internationally, is particularly impressive.  Past 
recipients of the award are Owen Furuseth, M. Duane 
Nellis, Rebecca Roberts, and Michael Troughton. 
 
HART AWARD NOMINATIONS 
 
The CARLU Committee on Awards and Honors seeks 
nominations for the John Fraser Hart Award for Research 
Excellence.  The award was established to recognize the 
contributions of John Fraser Hart and will be presented to 
recognize a scholar who has achieved and maintained 
excellence in the fields of agricultural and/or rural 
geography research. 
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Scholars recognized by this award must be members of 
both the AAG and CARLU.  Candidates may be nominated 
by any AAG member.  Nominations should be received by 
Darrell Napton, CARLU Chair, by 15 November 1997.  
Nominees will be requested to submit two copies of their 
current curriculum vitae and the names and addresses of 
three referees to the Awards and Honors Committee.  The 
committee's recommendation will be forwarded to the 
CARLU Board of Directors for a final decision. 
 
STUDENT PAPER COMPETITION 
  
CARLU will present a $50 prize for the best student paper 
in a CARLU session at the Boston AAG meeting next 
March.  To enter the competition, students must submit 
three copies of their abstract to Kenneth Dagel (address 
below) by 1 September 1997.  Faculty are asked to 
encourage students who will be presenting a paper on 
agriculture or rural land use to enter the competition. 
  
Please send nominations by 1 September 1997 to: 
  
        Kenneth C. Dagel 
        Department of Social Sciences 
        Missouri Western State College 
        4525 Downs Drive 
        St. Joseph, MO  64507 
  
        E-mail:  dagelke@griffon.mwsc.edu 

 
 
As noted elsewhere in this newsletter, CARLU will be 

providing some travel funding for students to travel to the 
Hawaii AAG meeting in 1999.  The AAG is planning on 
allocating student support in the amount of $300/student 
(up to a particular number), and CARLU has allocated $600 
additional travel money, to be divided between two 
students.  In addition, you may make donations to CARLU 
to augment the amount already allocated for this purpose.  
Please send donations (tagged for student travel to Hawaii 
AAG meeting) to: 

Deb Paulson 
CARLU Secretary-Treasurer 
Department of Geography & Recreation 
University of Wyoming 
Laramie, WY 82071-3371 

 
 
Duane Nellis, who has served CARLU in numerous 
capacities and was CARLU Chair 1988-1990, recently 
announced that he will be leaving Kansas State University 
to become the Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences at 
WVU.  He will be missed at KSU, but is certain to remain 
an active geographer in his new position.  In the future, 
contact Duane by one of the following routes: 
 

M. Duane Nellis, Dean 
Eberly College of Arts and Sciences 
201 Woodburn Hall 
P.O. Box 6286 
Morgantown, WV 26506-6286 

 
TEL 304/293-4611 
FAX 304/293-6858 
E-mail dnellis@wvu.edu 

 
 
The CARLU chapter of Geography in America provides 
many students their introduction to rural land use and 
agricultural geography. The research questions that are 
summarized provides graduate students with research 
ideas.  However, Geography in America was published in 
1989 and is rapidly becoming dated.  Geography in 
America at the Dawn of the 21st Century will follow 
essentially the same format as the original volume, using 
specialty-group participation to provide the chapters for the 
book.  The AAG has officially endorsed the publication of 
this book, and it will carry the AAG logo.   

DONATIONS FOR STUDENT TRAVEL 
TO 1999 AAG 

 MEMBER NEWS 

 AUTHOR(S) SOUGHT 



CARLU is seeking volunteers to write the Contemporary 
Agriculture and Rural Land use chapter of the next edition 
of Geography in America.  The board of directors will 
recommend one or more authors to be endorsed by 
CARLU members by the end of the annual business 
meeting next March.   If more than four individuals apply, 
CARLU members will be asked to narrow the field to four or 
fewer authors.   After all specialty groups have conducted 
their annual business meeting, the chapter authors will 
meet with editors Gary Gaile and Cort Willmott to discuss 
content, format, and logistics.Authors will submit a draft of 
their chapter as a paper in one of several special sessions 
that will be held at the 1999 meeting where audience 
comments will be recorded.  The chapters will be peer 
reviewed.  The book will be officially presented at the 2000 
meeting. 
 
DEADLINE to volunteer is January 1, 1998.  For more 
information or to volunteer to write all or part of CARLU’s 
chapter, contact Darrell Napton. 
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CARLU has an Internet discussion group, to address rural, 
agricultural, and natural resource issues in the US, 
Canada, and other developed countries.  The CARLU 
discussion group is managed by Ted Grossardt 
(thgros00@ukcc.uky.edu.  To subscribe to list CARLU, 
send the following command to listserv@lsv.uky.edu: 
 

SUBSCRIBE CARLU  yourfirstname  yourlastname 
Archives of CARLU mail items also are kept in weekly files. 
 If you wish to review these without subscribing, you may 
obtain a list of files in the archives by sending the following 
command to listserv@lsv.uky.edu: 
 

INDEX CARLU 
 
To send messages to other list members, use: 
carlu@lsv.uky.edu. 

 
 
1997 CARLU GENERAL BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 
  
The CARLU General Meeting was held in Ft. Worth on 

April 3, 1997, in conjunction with the Association of 
American Geographers annual meeting.  Darrell Napton, 
Chair, brought the meeting to order.  The following is 
presented in the order of discussion. 
  
I.  Minutes of the 1996 general business meeting were 
approved as published. 
 
II. Awards: 
A.  The John Fraser Hart Award was presented to David 
Kromm of Kansas State University to the acclaim of those 
in attendance. 
  
III.  Treasurer's Report and the John Fraser Hart Fund: 
A.    David Lighthall reported that CARLU currently had a 
balance of $1,815.27, an increase of $82.90 from the same 
time in 1996.  Currently we are accumulating a balance in 
the checking account due to the increase in dues made two 
years ago.  We received $718 in dues for 1997.  This was 
decline of $30 from 1996, reflecting a slight decline in 
CARLU membership.  
B.    While not reported at the meeting, the John Fraser 
Hart Fund currently has a balance of $2,519, with interest 
of $196 gained in 1996.  It should be noted that the balance 
for this fund listed in the 1996 report, $3,954, was an error 
due to a mistake on the part of the AAG staff in reporting 
that information to David Lighthall. 

 LISTSERV DISCUSSION GROUP 

  
IV.  Other Business:  
A.    Newsletter Report:  Lisa Harrington reported that 
approximately 200 copies of the newsletter have been sent 
out for each mailing.  June 10th is the deadline for 
submissions for the Summer 1997 edition.  As in 1997, the 
Winter edition will be sent later in order to include the 
upcoming CARLU AAG sessions.  It has been pointed out 
that this roster will make it easier for session chairs to draw 
attention to upcoming sessions during the meeting itself.  
At Darrell Napton’s suggestion, CARLU is also soliciting 
submissions to the newsletter on land use and/or 
agricultural issues in members' local areas or regions. 
B.    Student Paper Competition:  There was very little 
response to our call for entries to the student paper 
competition at Ft. Worth.  Efforts will be made to rectify this 
for 1998. 
C.    Quentin Chiotti reported on the progress of the two 
edited volumes drawn from papers presented at the 1995 
North Carolina Symposium.  Volume 1 focuses on 
agricultural restructuring and will be coming out in June at a 
cost of $90.  Their was some discussion regarding the 
content of the second volume.  The remaining papers do 
not lend themselves to such a unified theme.  There was 
also discussion as to whether additional chapters could or 
should be added to the second volume. 

ANNUAL REPORTS 

D.    Ken Beesley reported on the status of plans for the 
1999 Anglo-Canadian-U.S. Rural Geography Symposium 

in Halifax to be held in coordination with the timing of the 
IGU Commission on Rural Sustainability.  The theme of the 



meeting will be determined this summer.   Ken also 
announced an upcoming (9-12 July 1997) Conference on 
Rural Development hosted by Nova Scotia Agricultural 
College in Truro, Nova Scotia. 
  
V.  Elections: 
A.    Deb Paulson was elected Secretary-Treasurer for a 
two year term, replacing David Lighthall.  David Lighthall 
will continue to manage the CARLU e-mail 
communications. 
B.    John Everitt, Johnathan Bascom, and Jason Holcomb 
were elected to two year terms as Directors. 
  
VI.  Specialty Group Chair's Issues and Discussion: 
A.    Darrell Napton briefed the membership on the 1997 
AAG Chairs Meeting.  He noted that U.S. funding agencies 
had de-emphasized funding in area studies and had given 
priority to comparative studies.  NSF also has new 
initiatives in watershed protection. 
B.    Betsy Pyle, reporting from the AAG Council Meeting, 
stated that the AAG may plan to re-introduce a leadership 
development workshop as part of the annual meeting.  
Registration in such a workshop would not be screened, as 
was the case with the Phoenix and Miami Leadership 
Development Groups convened a number of years ago 
when annual meetings were held in those cities.  In 
retrospect, some people viewed the Phoenix and Miami 
Groups as exclusionary.  The new approach would make 
the opportunity available to all who were interested. 
C.    There was an extended discussion of how to best 
provide financial support for students wanting to attend the 
1999 AAG Meeting in Hawaii.  The AAG has asked 
specialty groups to contribute in addition to the AAG's goal 
of a $300 stipend per qualifying student.  A motion was put 
forward by Ken Beesley for CARLU to provide two $300 
grants to two students.  The motion was passed.  Further 
discussion led to a related motion:  That a call be put out in 
the CARLU Newsletter requesting donations to further 
augment the fund for student travel support to Hawaii.  The 
motion was passed. 
D.    The AAG has informed the specialty groups that the 
Boston meeting in 1998 will have rooms for only 28 
concurrent sessions rather than the usual 32.  As a result, 
specialty groups are being asked to try to minimize the 
number of sessions.  A discussion of how best to achieve 
this goal was led by the chair.  Several suggestions were 
posed, including a CARLU poster session or having more 
participants (6-7) in a session with shorter presentation 
times followed by a round robin discussion.  A variation of 
the poster session approach could entail short 
presentations by each poster presenter in conjunction with 
a reception and refreshments. 
E.    The meeting concluded with a discussion of special 
sessions for 1998.   Arrangements have been made with 
the Population Specialty Group to co-sponsor a 1998 

special session by Calvin Beale, a well-respected rural 
demographer.  Darrell Napton also raised the possibility of 
bringing in Marty Strange, a well-known proponent of 
sustainable, family farm agriculture and founder of the 
Center for Rural Affairs in Walthill, Nebraska, who now 
resides in the Northeast. 
 

------------------------------- 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  1996-1997 
(April 13, 1996 to April 19, 1997) 

  
Employer Identification Number:   37-1276934 
Oneida Valley National Bank; Hamilton, NY  13346-1399 
  
I.  Checking Account          Amount      Totals 
  
       Balance:  April 13, 1996                         $1,732.37 
       Expenses: 
           Reimbursement (T. Rickard)       49.77 
           Newsletter duplicating/mailing 

   (Summer)          173.29 
                 (Winter)          157.59 
           Honorarium for Wes Jackson   100.00 
           Reception for Wes Jackson      124.50 
           Award plaque                29.95 

 - 635.10 
   
        Income: 
                AAG Specialty Group Dues  

(3-28-97)               718.00 
+ 718.00 

  
        Balance:  April 19, 1997                             $1,815.27 
  
II.  John Fraser Hart Fund (Award for Research Excellence) 
      Fund administered by the AAG:  Updated according to 

information supplied by the AAG (V. Veerappan, 
Comptroller; 4-19-97) 

  
 Amount              Totals 

      Balance:  Dec. 31, 1995              $2,327.00 
      Interest, 1996    196.00 

+ 196.00 
      Administrative Charges        -4.00 

 -    4.00 

 FROM THE EDITOR 

      Balance:  December 31, 1996                       $2,519.00 
 
 

Wanted (always): News for this newsletter.  The next newsletter 'deadline' is 20 January 1998.  Send in news 
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related to member activities, meetings, agriculture and/or 
rural land use-related activities of departments, and other 
pertinent items.  We have one column in the past focusing 
on a department (KSU).  I would welcome input from other 
department’s involved in agriculture and rural land use 
related activities. 
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I will include member e-mail addresses in the next issue.  If 
you would like to update your listing or make sure yours is 
included (or not), please let me know.  I will not be 
searching out all member addresses, so be sure to contact 
me if your past listing (or absence of listing) is not the way 

you want it. 
 
Manhattan, Kansas 66506-0801.  Kansas State University. 
Tenured Position starting June 1, 1998.  The Department of 
Geography invites highly qualified applicants at the 
Associate or Full Professor level for the position of 
Department Head. 
  
We seek an established teacher and scholar who will be 
responsible for the overall administration and leadership of 
the department.  The successful candidate must have: 1) 
an appreciation of and respect for the breadth and 
sub-disciplines of geography; 2) demonstrated leadership 
skills; and 3) excellent intra- and interdepartmental 
communication skills.  A first-rate research record, 
demonstrated success in obtaining extramural funds, and 
established excellence in and commitment to both 
undergraduate and graduate teaching are essential.  The 
appointment carries a half-time teaching load and research 
expectations.  Preference will be given to those applicants 
who have teaching and research interests that are 
consistent with the rural geography focus of the 
department. 
 
Kansas State University is an equal opportunity employer 
and actively seeks diversity among its employees.  Review 
of applications will begin in early October 1997 and will 
continue until the position is filled.  For more information 
about the position, contact: John A. Harrington, Jr., Search 
Committee Chair. 
 

John A. Harrington, Jr., Chair 
Search Committee 
Department of Geography, Dickens Hall 
Kansas State University 
Manhattan, KS 66506-0801 

 
TEL: 913/532-6727 FAX: 913/532-7310 
E-mail: jharrin@ksu.edu 

In November 1996, the International Geographical Union 
established a new study group, the Land Use and Land 
Cover Change (LUCC) Study Group.  The major aim of 
LUCC is to enhance research on land use/cover change in 
general, and in particular to contribute to the Land 
Use/Cover Change Programme jointly initiated by the 
International Geosphere-Biosphere Programme of the 
International Council of Scientific Unions and the 
International Human Dimensions Programme of the 
International Social Science Council. 
  
The objectives of the Study Group include: 
  
•To promote the study of land-use change throughout the 

world as a geographical research focus; 
•To stimulate the production and the use of land-use 

databases and maps of both the present and the 
past; and 

•To co-ordinate the comparative study of land-use 
changes and their driving forces in different 
regions. 

  
The new Study Group is the result of the growing 
awareness among the world geographical community of 
the urgent need to include land use/cover in global 
environmental research. 
  
Rural geographers can make a variety of contributions to 
LUCC from both natural science and social science 
perspectives.  Anyone interested in the activities of 
IGU-LUCC is welcome to apply to join the Study Group as 
a corresponding member.  A corresponding member will 
enjoy the privilege of involvement in the Study Group's 
activities, as well as receiving the Group's newsletter and 
other information.  Those who wish to apply for 
corresponding membership are invited to write to me or 
Professor Yukio Himiyama, Chair, LUCC, Institute of 
Geography, Hokkaido University of Education, Asahikawa, 
070, Japan, telephone: +81-122-51-6151, fax: 
+81-166-52-0035, e-mail: himiyama@asa.hokkyodai.ac.jp. 
  
News on LUCC activities and information on related 
research issues are posted on the Study Group's 
homepage.  This resource can be accessed at: 
http:\\www.urban.rcast.u-tokyo.ac.jp/igulucc.html. 
  
Submitted by: Owen J. Furuseth, Department of 
Geography and Earth Sciences, University of North 
Carolina, Charlotte, NC  28223, U.S.A., telephone: 
+1-704-547-2293, fax: +1-704-547-3182, e-mail:  
fgg00ojf@unccvm.uncc.edu 
 

 POSITION ANNOUNCEMENT 

 NEW IGU STUDY GROUP 
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The Commission on the Sustainability of Rural Systems of 
the International Geographical Union will be holding its next 
meeting in Armidale, New South Wales, Australia, 5-12 
July 1997.  The theme will be ‘Sustaining Rural Systems in 
the Context of Global Change.’   In 1998 the meeting will 
be in Lisbon, Portugal, in August; the 1999 meeting is 
scheduled for July, in Vancouver, Canada.  In August 2000 
the Commission will meet in conjunction with the IGC 
meeting in Seoul.  IGU Commission Chair is Ian Bowler, 
Department of Geography, University of Leicester, 
Leicester LE1 7RH, United Kingdom (FAX (UK) 
1162.523854; e-mail irb@le.ac.uk).  The Commission now 
has a website.  The address is:
 http://www.stratec.ca/igu_rural_systems 

 
 

"The Smell of Money in South Dakota" 
Darrell Napton 

 
During the spring of 1996, large, out-of-state confined pork 
producers began to show considerable interest in South 
Dakota.  Many South Dakota pork farmers were surprised 
by this, since the South Dakota Pork Council had just 
rejected the recommendation of the 1995 governor’s Pork 
Industry Task Force to repeal the state’s tough corporate 
farming law.  The mystery was solved when smaller pork 
farmers learned that Governor Janklow had invited the 
large, confined hog producers into South Dakota.  By fall, it 
was apparent that Tyson Foods and Murphy Family Farms 
were determined to contract with South Dakota farmers to 
produce hogs. 
  
Fourteen bills were submitted in the 1997 legislative 
session to limit the actions of industrial pork producers in 
an attempt to protect South Dakota’s air, water, land, and 
family farmers from large, corporate pork producers. 
Normally bills are debated at great length, but in its haste to 
encourage confined pork producers the legislature put all 
pork legislation on the fast track.  One evening in an 
unprecedented joint House and Senate hearing, all 
fourteen bills were debated.  Each person was allowed to 
testify for only five minutes, or twenty-one seconds per bill. 
 No vote or legislative debate took place that evening.  At a 
later date, each bill was read in Committee and promptly 
tabled, even though dozens of hog farmers wanted to 
testify in favor of the bills. 
  

After the legislative session, Tyson targeted Hyde County, 
population 1696, as its South Dakota test site.  Hyde 
County is located on the Missouri Coteau about half way 
between Huron and Pierre in an area where the primary 
crops are wheat, sunflower, and millet.  Many farmers also 
raise cattle or hogs.  Hyde County family farm proponents 
learned that Tyson’s site selection process is to find an 
area that has 1) low wages, 2) cheap corn, and 3) minimal 
environmental restrictions.  It planned to contract with 20 
farmers to each build 5 barns that would hold 2,000 hogs 
each.  This would 

 IGU COMMISSION 

have put 200,000 hogs in Hyde County at any given time, 
with a normal turnover of 2.5 per year, or about 500,000 
hogs per year.  Depending upon its size and age a pig will, 
on average, produce 3.5 to 4 times as much waste as a 
human. 
  
Tyson’s opened a contracting and public relations office in 
Highmore, the county seat.  To provide the hog feed, Tyson 
promised to construct a $40 million feed mill and employ 
forty workers in Highmore, a town of 835.  The promise of 
jobs was appealing in this sparsely populated area, 
however Hyde County eventually learned that the feed mill 
would cost $8 million and employ only five individuals.  
Many Hyde County residents also became concerned that 
their air, land, water, and quality of life would have to 
accommodate as much waste equivalence as 1.7 million 
people, or more than double the current South Dakota 
population.  Local family farmers also became concerned 
about their future.  They learned that after  the arrival of 
corporate contract hog farming, North Carolina lost 75% of 
its family farms, Missouri lost 19%, Iowa lost 33%.  
Nebraska, which has rejected corporate contract farming, 
lost only 3%.   

 ‘ON THE HORIZON’ 

  
Hyde County residents initiated a very restrictive zoning 
ordinance.  This ordinance would prohibit confined hog 
production to areas more than four miles from residences.  
Even in this sparsely populated area, that restriction would 
essentially prohibit large-scale hog production in the 
county.  Despite Tyson’s enormous outlays for advertising 
and some dirty politics, the Hyde County ordinance passed 
by a margin of 56 to 44 percent.  There was a decidedly 
rural/urban split on the vote, with the rural parts of the 
county supporting the restrictive ordinance, but Highmore 
residents rejecting it. Family farm advocacy groups, 
environmental organizations, and social justice groups 
supported the zoning ordinance while agribusiness, 
industry, and local business owners opposed it.  The day 
after the Hyde County vote, a company spokesman said 
that Tyson’s would leave but hoped to find a more 
receptive attitude in other South Dakota counties. 
 

Almost half of South Dakota counties do not have zoning.  South Dakotans are quite conservative and view zoning as 



a centralizing government plot to destroy property rights 
and create a tyranny.  Consequently, since the arrival of 
out-of-state confined hog producers, many South Dakota 
counties have been scrambling to implement some form of 
zoning measures that will be acceptable to local residents 
and will either prevent confined hogs in the area or allow 
them to operate in a manner that the residents find 
acceptable.  Some counties may be attempting to 
implement spot zoning that will allow confined hog facilities 
in selected areas while maintaining a respectful distance 
between the facilities and residents. 
  
The scramble to pass county zoning ordinances is critically 
important.  Family farm advocacy, environmental 
protection, social justice, and commodity groups have 
come together to put a constitutional amendment on the 
ballot.  South Dakota was the first state to adopt the right to 
initiative and referendum and, to the chagrin of many 
legislators, citizens cherish this right and defend it fiercely.  
The amendment appears to have an excellent chance of 
passing.  It will prohibit corporations, other than family farm 
corporations, from owning agricultural land or livestock and 
from engaging in agriculture.  The vote on the amendment 
will not take place, however, until November 1998.  In the 
meantime, Tyson and Murphy are racing to sign contracts.  
At the same time citizens are racing to zone the hog 
contractors out.  In Hyde County, the citizens won the race. 
 It remains to be seen who will win in the twenty-four 
counties that are not yet zoned. 
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Chair: 
Darrell Napton (1996-1998) 
Geography 
South Dakota State University 
Brookings, SD   57007-0648 
TEL: 605/688-4511             
FAX: 605/688-4030              
e-mail: NaptonD@mg.sdstate.edu                        
 
Secretary-Treasurer: 
Deb Paulson (1997-1999) 
Department of Geography & Recreation 
University of Wyoming 

Laramie, WY 82071-3371 
TEL: 307/766-2628  
FAX: 307/766-2697 
e-mail: debp@corral.uwyo.edu 
Directors: 
Leslie Duram (1995-1998) 
Dept. of Geography 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale, IL  62901-4514 
TEL: 618/536-3375  
FAX: 618/453-2671 
e-mail: duram@siu.edu 
 
John Everitt (1997-1999) 
Department of Geography 
Brandon University 
Brandon, MB R7A 6A9 
Canada 
TEL: 204/727-9766 
FAX: 204/726-4573 
e-mail: everitt@brandonu.ca 
 
Johnathan Bascom (1997-1999) 
221 Brewster Hall 
East Carolina University 
Greenville, NC 27858-4353 
TEL: 919/757-6624 
FAX: 919/757-4763 
e-mail: gebascom@ecuvm.cis.ecu.edu 
 
Jason Holcomb (Student Rep. 1997-1999) 
Department of Geography 
Dickens Hall 
Kansas State University  DIRECTORY OF KEY PERSONS 
Manhattan, KS 66506-0801 
TEL: 913/532-6727 
FAX: 913/532-7310 
e-mail: jph9505@ksu.edu 

 1995  
Regional Representatives: 
East Lakes 
Mike Brklacich 
Department of Geography 
Carleton University 
Ottawa, ON K1S 5B6 
Canada 
TEL: 613/788-2561 
FAX: 613/788-4301 
e-mail: mbrklac@ccs.carleton. ca 
 
Great Plains-Rocky Mountain 
M. Duane Nellis 
e-mail: dnellis@wvu.edu 
 
Middle Atlantic 
Calvin R. Thomas 
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Geography and Regional Planning Department 
Salisbury State University 

Salisbury, MD  21801 
TEL: 301/543-6460 

Middle States 
vacant 
 
New England-St Lawrence 
Paul B. Frederic 
Department of Geography 
University of Maine-Farmington 
Farmington, ME  04938 
TEL: 207/944-3121 
 
Pacific Coast 
vacant 
 
Southeastern 
Lizbeth Pyle 
Institutional Analysis & Planning 
P.O. Box 6710 
West Virginia University 
Morgantown, WV  26506-6710 
TEL: 304/293-7664 
FAX: 304/293-7652 
e-mail: lpyle@wvu.edu 
 
Southwestern 
Sent Visser 
Department of Geography and Planning 
Southwest Texas State University 
San Marcos, TX  78666 
TEL: 512/245-2171 
e-mail: svo3@academia.swt.edu 
 
West Lakes 
John Fraser Hart 
Department of Geography 
University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN  55455 
TEL: 612/625-6080 
 
Newsletter Editor: 
Lisa MB Harrington  
Department of Geography 
Dickens Hall 
Kansas State University 
Manhattan, KS  66506-0801 
TEL: 913/532-6727 
FAX: 913/532-7310 
e-mail: lharrin@ksu.edu 
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