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Greetings and salutations.  The coming year should be a 
busy and productive one for CARLU and its membership.   
 
Work on a new edition of the Geography in America 
compendium of geography research and focus areas, 
organized around AAG specialty groups, has begun.  Clark 
Archer and Leslie Duram are working on the Contemporary 
Agriculture and Rural Land Use chapter for this book, and 
are looking for input regarding member activities in relevant 
areas as they organize a description of the direction of 
agricultural and rural geography work.   The current edition 
of this book has been an important reference work. 
 
Plans are underway for the third Rural Geography 
Symposium, to be held in the Maritimes in June, 1999.  
Papers presented should fit into at least one of the 
subthemes that have been developed for the conference 
(see later item).   These meetings have been limited to 45 
participants, selected by the rural geography groups in the 
countries involved (thus far, US, UK, and Canada, but this 
will be broadened to include representatives from Ireland, 
Australia, and New Zealand in 1999).  A mix of research 
presentations and field trips, along with the opportunity to 
get to know rural geographers from several countries, have 
made these symposia quite valuable to the participants. 
 
In an attempt to support student travel to the Hawaii AAG 
meetings, funding is available from several sources.  The 
AAG, CARLU, and the AAG regional organizations all have 
separate funds allocated for the support of students 
attending and presenting at the Honolulu meeting.  
Separate application must be made to each organization.  
Any student interested in help getting to this meeting 
should apply to all three possible sources of travel money.  
Deadlines generally are the end of June. 
 
Also related to the Hawaii meeting, Leslie Duram has again 
agreed to organize CARLU sessions.  Other CARLU 

members also may organize sessions around particular 
themes.  Contact Leslie Duram if you would like to be 
scheduled in one of the sessions she is organizing, or 
contact a CARLU officer if you are interested in organizing 
a session.  If you do wish to organize a session, it would be 
helpful to coordinate this with Leslie.  (For example, a 
paper that has been submitted to her may best fit in a 
session being organized by another CARLU member.)  I 
would like to encourage a wide variety of themes for 
CARLU-sponsored sessions.  For example, we have room 
for more ‘applications’-oriented sessions (e.g., precision 
agriculture), as well as sessions that might be co-
sponsored by other specialty groups, including those with 
whom there is potential overlap but a lack of history of co-
sponsorship. 

FROM THE CHAIR 

 
I would like to have member views regarding two areas of 
concern for CARLU.  First, the Rural Development 
Specialty Group has approached CARLU about a possible 
merger.  If the members of both groups want to pursue this 
possibility, a great deal of thought and planning would have 
to go into the process.  There are both benefits and 
drawbacks to a merger.  A merger might strengthen rural 
geography by bringing together a larger group of interested 
people into a single specialty group.  However, there also 
have been historic differences between the two groups, 
with a greater tendency for RDSG to focus on issues 
affecting the developing world and actual issues of 
‘development,’ while rural patterns in the developed world 
(including land use, agricultural change, environmental 
management issues) have been more of a focus of 
CARLU.  There may be concerns that a merger would 
create ‘losers’ in terms of representation of specific 
research interest areas.  CARLU has greatly benefitted by 
having a close relationship with RDSG as a separate 
specialty group.  By cooperating on co-sponsorship of 
sessions at AAG meetings, outside speakers, and so on, 
more resources (AAG funding) and better scheduling 
possibilities are opened up.  Several excellent questions 
related to the merger issue have been raised, including 
those asking how a merger would: 

-affect CARLU’s mission? 



-promote CARLU members and their interests? 
-hinder CARLU members and their interests? 

 

Would a merger, overall, be beneficial to CARLU?  Please 
contact me or another CARLU officer if you have any 
opinions regarding a possible future merger.  This is a very 
important matter. 
 
As a second area for input, I would like to know if there is 
any support for the establishment of a Lifetime 
Achievement Award for rural geographers.  We currently 
have the Hart Award for Research Excellence, which was 
established to recognize mid-career CARLU members for 
their research.  A few specialty groups also recognize 
people who have contributed greatly to particular areas of 
the discipline through their careers.  Contact me with your 
opinions. 
 
Many thanks to Darrell Napton for his efforts as CARLU 
Chair over the past two years.  He has been a very active 
leader, and deserves the appreciation of all our members. 
 
Lisa MB Harrington 
 
 
 
 
Leslie Duram will again serve to organize general CARLU 
sessions for the 1999 Honolulu AAG meeting.  Other 
people will also be organizing CARLU sessions (Leslie is 
just helping to put together papers on common CARLU 
themes).  You do not need to send your registration 
materials to her if you already have another “organizer.”  In 
other words, she will put together papers or posters to 
create additional CARLU sessions.  So, if you know your 
paper fits into a general CARLU topic, but are not yet in an 
organized session, please send your registration materials 
to Leslie by August 28, 1998 at the address below. 
 
In keeping with AAG suggestions, Leslie will organize at 
least one Illustrated Paper Session.  This format entails a 
poster display accompanied by a five minute overview 
presentation by each presenter.  In this session we can 
accommodate up to ten presenters and still have time for a 
great deal of personal interaction and discussion on each 
individual topic.  This seems like an ideal way to conserve 
conference space and provide constructive and useful 
exchange of research ideas. 
 
Leslie A. Duram 
Department of Geography 
4520 Faner Hall 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale, IL 62901-4514 U.S.A. 
TEL: 618/453-6084 
FAX: 618/453-2671 
e-mail: duram@siu.edu 

 
 
 
 
 

STUDENT TRAVEL GRANTS 

 
Students are encouraged to apply to CARLU (as well as 
the AAG and AAG Regions) for grants to help offset the 
costs of attending the 1999 AAG meeting in Hawaii.  
Applications should include an abstract of the paper or 
poster to be presented and other materials corresponding 
to those required by the AAG for its student travel awards.  
Send materials to: 

Lisa MB Harrington 
Department of Geography 
Dickens Hall 
Kansas State University 
Manhattan, KS 66506-0801 

 
Applications should be received by 30 June 1998. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT 
AAG 1999 

Rural Geography Symposium 1999 
Canadian-American-Anglo-Irish-Antipodean  

 
 The New Countryside: Critical Questions for the Future 

of Rural Regions and Communities 
 

June 24 to June 30, 1999 
  

Halifax-Truro-Sackville-Prince Edward Island-Halifax 
  
Sub-Themes: 

Maintenance of Rural Communities 
The Future of Traditional Rural Economies 
Post-Agrarian Rural Economic Development 
Changing Rural Social Structures and Landscapes 
The Evolving Rural-Urban Fringe 
Countryside and the Wider Political Economy 

  
Participation in this symposium is limited.  Presentations 
will be strictly limited to twenty (20) minutes and 45 copies 
of the paper must be brought to the symposium or sent in 
advance.  Organizers in the UK, the USA, Ireland and 
Australia/New Zealand will recruit appropriate 
presenters and let the Canadian organizers know names, 
affiliations, and presentation titles (with abstracts). 
  
The estimated cost, per person, for participants is $650 
(Canadian).  Prepaid registration is required by: March 1, 
1999.  These estimated fees include:  1)   accommodations 
at Halifax (Saint Mary's) and Truro (NSAC); 2) some food & 
beverages (we hope most food); 3) travel (to & from Halifax 



airport, field trips, etc.); and 4) handouts, maps, etc. 
 
Draft Schedule of Events 
 
Wednesday/Thursday (June 23, 24) 
Arrival; Evening Reception hosted by Saint Mary's 
University 
 
Friday (June 25) 
Paper Sessions (morning & afternoon) 
 
Saturday (June 26) 
Field Trip (Organizer: Hugh Millward) 
  
Sunday (June 27) 
Paper Sessions (morning) 
Travel to Truro; Tour of NSAC 
Taste of Nova Scotia Dinner/Reception hosted by NSAC 
  
Monday (June 28) 

 

Paper Sessions (morning, afternoon, & evening) 
  
Tuesday (June 29) 
Travel to Mount Allison University, Brief talks from people 
at the Rural and Small Towns Program; Field Trip--Prince 
Edward Island; Travel to Truro 
 
Wednesday (June 30) 
Field trip en route to Halifax; free time; closing banquet at 
Saint Mary's University  
 
Thursday (July 1) 
Departures 
 
 
Contact:  Kenneth B. Beesley 
Professor, Department of Humanities 
Director, Rural Research Centre 
Nova Scotia Agricultural College (NSAC) 
P.O. Box 550 
Truro, Nova Scotia, Canada 
B2N 5E3 
  
Phone:  902-893-6593 
Fax:    902-897-9399 
email:  Kbeesley@cox.nsac.ns.ca 
 
 
 
 
 
The IGU Commission on ‘The Sustainability of Rural 
Systems’ will hold its Annual Conference in Lisbon from the 
23rd to the 29th of August, 1998. 
 
The cost of 42,000 esudos includes the conference fee and 
two field excursions.   

 
The first circular and call for papers is available from the 
local organizer:  Professor Ana Firmino (Fax: 
+351.1.7977759). 
 
Papers on the following topics are particularly welcomed: 
 
1. Interpreting rural sustainability. 
2. Regulation of rural sustainability. 
3. Sustainability and the rural business enterprise. 
4. Sustainability and the interaction between urban and 
    rural systems. 
5. Contributions to the Land Use/Cover Change program  
    of the IGBP. 
6. Rural community dynamics and sustainability. 
 
Ian Bowler 
Chair of IGU-CSRS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW EDITION OF 
GEOGRAPHY IN AMERICA 

Dear CARLU members, 
 
The new edition of Geography in America (Gaile and 
Wilmot, eds.) is planned fro publication in 2000 by Oxford 
University Press with AAG sponsorship.  Each chapter is to 
present the key areas of research for a particular specialty 
group from 1998-present.  Authors for the CARLU chapter, 
chosen at the Boston AAG business meeting, are:  J. Clark 
Archer (Nebraska) and Leslie A. Duram (Southern Illinois). 
 
The authors’ tentative outline is: 
 
I.  Rural Socio-economic Patterns: 
settlement, social sustainability, rural industrialization, 
urban/rural interactions, farm/non-farm sectors, farmland 
conversion, changing structures 
 
II.  Rural Environment and Conservation: 
land use, environmental sustainability, alternative 
agriculture, rural natural resources, national/regional/local 
planning and policies 
 
III.  Rural Research Methods and Analyses: 
quantitative/qualitative, community-based, participatory, 
GIS/GPS IGU GROUPS 
 
The CARLU authors WELCOME suggestions, comments 
and especially citiations to help them do a better and more 
effective job of surbeying CARLU RESEARCH.  The 
CARLU authors intend to rely heavily on citations and/or 
reprints from CARLU members.  Depending upon the topic, 
please send citations and/or reprints to the CARLU authors 
as follows: 



 
---------- Archer topics:  economic, rural settlement 
Prof. Clark Archer 
Department of Geography 
311 Avery Hall 
University of Nebraska 
Lincoln, NE 68588-0135 
TEL:  402/472-1945 
FAX: 402/472-1185 
e-mail: jarcher@unlinfo.unl.edu 
 
---------- Duram topics:  natural resources, 

conservation/environmentalism 

 

Prof. Leslie Duram 
Department of Geography 
4520 Faner Hall 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale, IL 62901-4514 
TEL: 618/453-6084 
FAX: 618/453-2671 
e-mail: duram@siu.edu 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
As I assume the role of newsletter editor I would like to 
express my gratitude to Lisa Harrington for both her 
previous service as editor, and for making every effort to 
make my transition to the editorship as easy as possible. 
Lisa’s standards of excellence in editorship, which she has 
maintained for the past five years, will be a hard act to 
follow. 
 
As has been the case with previous editors, the newsletter 
editor needs news.  Please send news related to member 
activities, meetings, agriculture and/or rural land use-
related activities of departments, and other relevant items. 
The next newsletter deadline is January 10, 1999.  I am 
also very interested in your comments on, and suggestions 
for the newsletter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CARLU has an Internet discussion group which addresses 
rural, agricultural, and natural resource issues in the US, 
Canada, and other developed countries.  The CARLU 
discussion group is managed by Ted Grossardt 
(thgros00@ukcc.uky.edu.  To subscribe to list CARLU, 
send the following command to listserv@lsv.uky.edu: 
 

SUBSCRIBE CARLU  yourfirstname  yourlastname 
 

Archives of CARLU mail items also are kept in weekly files. 
 If you wish to review these without subscribing, you may 
obtain a list of files in the archives by sending the following 
command to listserv@lsv.uky.edu: 
 

INDEX CARLU 
 
To send messages to other list members, use: 
carlu@lsv.uky.edu. 
 
 
 
 
 

E-MAIL UPDATES 

David Lighthall manages a list of CARLU members to 
whom CARLU notices are sent by e-mail.  If you wish to 
receive CARLU e-mail and have not, please contact David 
with your correct address.  Please note:  this is not the 
same as the list operated as a discussion group.  David’s 
e-mail address is: dlighthall@center.colgate.edu 
 
 
 
 
 
 

E-MAIL ADDRESSES FROM THE EDITOR 

 
As editor of the newsletter, I keep a directory of the e-mail 
addresses of CARLU members and interested associates. I 
updated this directory in April 1998, and sent a notice to all 
people in the directory about the deadline for submitting 
items for inclusion in this issue of the newsletter.  If you did 
not receive this notice, it means you are either not in the 
current e-mail directory, or the e-mail address I currently 
have for you is outdated.  If you wish to be included in the 
directory, or if you wish to update your e-mail address, 
please send me your current e-mail address. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIRECTORY OF KEY PERSONS 
1998-99 

 LISTSERV DISCUSSION GROUP Chair: 
Lisa Harrington (1998-2000) 
Department of Geography 
Dickens Hall 
Kansas State University 
Manhattan, KS 66506-0801 
TEL: 785/532-6727 
FAX: 785/532-7310 
e-mail:  lharrin@ksu.edu                        
 



 

Secretary-Treasurer: 
Deb Paulson (1997-1999) 
Department of Geography & Recreation 
University of Wyoming 
Laramie, WY 82071-3371 
TEL: 307/766-2628  
FAX: 307/766-2697 
e-mail: debp@corral.uwyo.edu 
 
Directors: 
John Everitt (1997-1999) 
Department of Geography 
Brandon University 
Brandon, MB R7A 6A9 Canada 
TEL: 204/727-9766  
FAX: 204/726-4573 
e-mail: everitt@brandonu.ca 
 
Johnathan Bascom (1997-1999) 
221 Brewster Hall 
East Carolina University 
Greenville, NC 27858-4353 
TEL: 919/757-6624  
FAX: 919/757-4763 
e-mail: gebascom@ecuvm.cis.ecu.edu 
 
Daniel Block (1998-2000) 
? 
East Central College 
?, Oklahoma 
TEL:  
FAX: 
e-mail: dblock@mailclerk.ecok.edu 
 
Jason Holcomb (Student Rep. 1997-1999) 
Department of Geography; Dickens Hall 
Kansas State University 
Manhattan, KS 66506-0801 
TEL: 913/532-6727  
FAX: 913/532-7310 
e-mail: jph9505@ksu.edu 
 
Regional Representatives: 
East Lakes 
Mike Brklacich 
Department of Geography 
Carleton University 
Ottawa, ON K1S 5B6 
Canada 
TEL: 613/788-2561 
FAX: 613/788-4301 
e-mail: mbrklac@ccs.carleton. ca 
 
Great Plains-Rocky Mountain 
Vacant 
 
Middle Atlantic 

Calvin R. Thomas 
Geography and Regional Planning Department 
Salisbury State University 
Salisbury, MD  21801 
TEL: 301/543-6460 
 
Middle States 
Tom Rumney 
Geography and Environmental Sciences 
State University of New York 
Plattsburgh, NY 12901 
518/564-2402 
rumneyta@snyplava.bitnet 
 
New England-St Lawrence 
Paul B. Frederic 
Department of Geography 
University of Maine-Farmington 
Farmington, ME  04938 
TEL: 207/944-3121 
 
Pacific Coast 
Vacant 
 
Southeastern 
Lizbeth Pyle 
Institutional Analysis & Planning 
P.O. Box 6710 
West Virginia University 
Morgantown, WV  26506-6710 
TEL: 304/293-7664 
FAX: 304/293-7652 
e-mail: lpyle@wvu.edu 
 
Southwestern 
Sent Visser 
Department of Geography and Planning 
Southwest Texas State University 
San Marcos, TX  78666 
TEL: 512/245-2171 
e-mail: svo3@academia.swt.edu 
 
West Lakes 
Leslie Duram (1995-1998) 
Dept. of Geography 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale, IL  62901-4514 
TEL: 618/536-3375  
FAX: 618/453-2671 
e-mail: duram@siu.edu 
 
Newsletter Editor: 
Carl Wilmsen 
Regional Oral History Office 
University of California 
486 The Bancroft Library # 6000 
Berkeley, CA 94720-6000 



 

TEL: 510/642-7395 
FAX: 510/642-7589 
e-mail: cwilmsen@library.berkeley.edu 
 


