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CFP Deadline approaching 
 

The AAG deadline for submitting sessions and paper abstracts is 
October 29, 2015 (5 p.m. EDT). 

RGSG wants to sponsor YOUR session related to contemporary rural 
landscapes, societies, and economies in the developed and developing 
world.  

The Rural Geography Specialty Group promotes research and education 
related to contemporary rural landscapes, societies, and economies in 
the developed and developing world. Specialty group members conduct 
research across an array of topics, including agriculture; land use; 
environmental governance; population; rural health, crime, and poverty; 
food systems; indigenous peoples; and rural restructuring processes. 

To request sponsorship, send a request to Jill Clark 
(clark.1099@osu.edu), no later than October 29, 2015 (5pm EDT).  
Include a session title and summary description. 

Once approved, the session organizer (not RGSG) must check the box 
indicating RGSG sponsorship when formally registering the session via 
the AAG's conference site. 

Check out pages 16-17 of the Spring newsletter 2014 to see what 
sessions RGSG sponsored at the 2015 meeting in Chicago!  

  

Fall 2015 Website: http://rgsg.wordpress.com 
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2016 Board Elections 

RGSG has several offices that are up for re-election this year and we 
are seeking motivated individuals who are interested working with the 
group. Terms in office are three years, with the exception of student 
representative, which is a two-year position. You can run for multiple 
terms as a RGSG officer.  You may self-nominate or nominate 
someone else for the positions below.  

Nominations will close at the RGSG Business Meeting at the AAG 
Annual Meeting in San Francisco on Thursday March 31, 2016 
(11:50am-1:10pm – Location TBD) For more information or to be 
added to the 2016 ballot, please email: Secretary/Treasurer, Dawn M. 
Drake at ddrake4@missouriwestern.edu 

 

Open Positions 
 
Regional Director – Southeast 

Regional Director – New England-St. Lawrence Valley 

Regional Director – Canadian  

Regional Director – Middle States 

Student Representative 

For descriptions of the responsibilities entailed in each of these 
positions, please refer to the group bylaws. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

RGSG Board Members 

Chair 
Ryan Bergstrom 
University of Minnesota Duluth 
rbergstr@d.umn.edu 
 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Dawn Drake 
Missouri Western University 
ddrake4@missouriwestern.edu  
 
Awards 
Chris Laingen 
Eastern Illinois University 
crlaingen@eiu.edu 
 
Communications 
Allison Brown 
Independent 
broccoli1313@yahoo.com 
 
Annual Meeting 
Jill Clark 
Ohio State University 
clark.1099@osu.edu 
 
Networking 
Colleen Hiner 
University of Texas, San Marcos 
cchiner@txstate.edu 

mailto:ddrake4@missouriwestern.edu
mailto:rbergstr@d.umn.edu
mailto:ddrake4@missouriwestern.edu
mailto:crlaingen@eiu.edu
mailto:clark.1099@osu.edu
mailto:cchiner@txstate.edu
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Quadrennial Update 

The Eighth Quadrennial Conference of British, Canadian, and American Rural Geographers 
 
Submitted by Jill Clark 
 

This past summer, 13 US faculty and student delegates attended The Eighth Quadrennial Conference 
of British, Canadian, and American Rural Geographers.  From July 6th through the 12th, about 3 dozens 
participants traveled through Welsh countryside engaging in each other’s research and investigating 
rural issues in Wales, with field trips to the Gower Peninsula, the National Wool Museum and the small 
coastal town of Aberaeron.  Presentations of research covered the breadth of rural geography.  See a 
list of participants and paper titles below.  

In the meantime, check out Phil Mount’s blog post on the conference.  This Canadian delegate 
captured the Quadrennial in series of photos;  http://nourishingontario.ca/blog/2015/07/23/global-
challenges-and-rural-responses-probably-the-best-rural-geography-conference-in-wales/ 

Finally, we thank our hosts, Michael Woods, Aberystwyth University, and Keith Halfacree, Swansea 
University, for an enriching rural experience.  Be on the lookout for sets of papers from this conference 
and consider applying for the next Quadrennial in 2019. 

         Jesse Abrams, research associate, University of Oregon, “Network Realignment for 
Endogenous Rural Development: The Potentials and Limitations of Community-Based 
Organizations in the Rural American West” - Co-authors: R. Patrick Bixler, Branda Nowell, Emily 

Jane Davis, Cassandra Moseley 

         Renata Blumberg, assistant professor, Montclair State University, “Place, Scale and Space: 
Bringing a Spatialized Livelihoods Perspective to the Study of Alternative Food Networks” 

         Kirstin Valentine Cadieux, research associate, University of Minnesota, “Urban is the new 
rural: Bringing geographical insights on rurality to the negotiation of foodland” 

         Jill Clark, assistant professor, Ohio State University, “Do ‘local’ food producers produce 
better places?:  Examining the relationship between producer’s marketing channels and civic 
and political engagement” 

         Lisa MB Harrington, professor, Kansas State University, “Alternative and virtual rurality: 
Agriculture and the countryside in American social imagination” 

         Colleen Hiner, assistant professor, Texas State University, “Making (a) place: Wine and the 
production and consumption of landscape in the Sierra Nevada Foothills” 

         Margareta Lelea, post-doctoral fellow, German Institute for Tropical and Subtropical 
Agriculture, “Geographers in transdisciplinary research: integrating diverse knowledges for 
rural food security” 

http://nourishingontario.ca/blog/2015/07/23/global-challenges-and-rural-responses-probably-the-best-rural-geography-conference-in-wales/
http://nourishingontario.ca/blog/2015/07/23/global-challenges-and-rural-responses-probably-the-best-rural-geography-conference-in-wales/
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         Cheryl Morse, assistant professor, University of Vermont, “Challenging ‘Working 
Landscapes’: A case study from rural America” 

         Peter B. Nelson, professor, Middlebury College, “Rural Gentrification in Comparative 
Contexts” 

         William Wetherholt, PhD student, Kansas State University, “A humanistic investigation of 
place in the very rural central Great Plains of Kansas and Nebraska” 

         Randall Wilson, professor, Gettysburg College, “Collaboration as a Rural Response to 
Global Change: Narratives from the Rocky Mountain West” - Co-authors:  Sara Cawley, and 
Thomas W. Crawford 

         Dick Winchell, professor, Eastern Washington University, “Latino Placemaking in Rural 
Washington: Rural Responses to Global Challenges” - Co-author:  Kerry Brooks, PhD, Associate 
Professor of Urban and Regional Planning, Eastern Washington University 

         Levi Van Sant, PhD student, University of Georgia, “When Local Comes to Town: From 
Truck Farming to Local Food Systems in the South Carolina Lowcountry” 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rural geographers frolicking. 
Photo courtesty of Lisa Harrington 
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Letter from the Chair  

Good afternoon Rural Geographers: 

It is autumn once again in the Northern 
Territories, and while the temperature 
topped 80 degrees today (resulting in 
an improptu hike to our favorite 
swimming hole), the shorter days and 
cooler nights means that the first 
snowfall is imminent. In addition, the 
frequent call for papers and special 
sessions that have been filling my inbox 
suggest that submission deadlines for 
the Annual Meeting in San Francisco 
are imminent as well! This means that 
if you are interested in presenting a 

paper or poster, hosting a field trip, or organizing a panel 
discussion, the time is now.  The deadline for abstracts is October 
29th, while the deadline for organized sessions is November 18th.  
Last year in Chicago we sponsored or co-sponsored over 40 paper 
sessions, panel discussions, interactive poster sessions, and field 
trips, and we hope to broaden our reach even further this year.  We 
can only do this with your help, so if you are interested in organzing 
a session for the RGSG, or know of sessions that may be appropriate 
for co-sponsorship, please let myself or Jill Clark know as soon as 
possible.  As we progress through the deadline season, I will be 
keeping in touch regarding ways that you can help strengthen the 
San Francisco meeting and the RGSG as a whole!      

I also want to take a moment to personally thank all of you who 
have completed board terms in 2015, including Greta Lelea 
(Communications), Innisfree McKinnon (Pacific North West), and 
Jessica Breen (Student).  At the same time I would like to welcome 
our newest board members, including Julia Haggerty (Great Plains 
Rocky Mountain), Allison Brown (Communications), Gina Thornburg 
(Pacific Coast), and Sarah Mason (Student).  

 
p.s. the photo was taken in August after a record wild rice harvest 
(450 lbs as a group over three days)! 
 
 
 

Regional Directors 
 
Middle States:  
Kolson Schlosser 
Slippery Rock University of 
Pennsylvania 
kolson.schlosser@sru.edu 

 
Great Plains Rocky Mountain:  
Julia Haggerty 
julia.haggerty@montana.edu 
 
Pacific Coast:  
Gina Thornburg 
Kansas State University 
gkthornburg@gmail.com 
 
New England St. Lawrence Valley: 
Cheryl Morse 
University of Vermont 
cheryl.morse@uvm.edu 
 
Southeast:  
Peggy Jackson 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville 
pjacks07@utk.edu 
 
East Lakes: Jill Clark 
 
Southwest: Colleen Hiner 
 
West Lakes: Chris Laingen 
 
Canada:  
Trina Filan 
University of Lethbridge 
trina.filan@uleth.ca 

 
 
Director-graduate reps. 
 
Sarah Mason 
University of Western Ontario 
Smason27@uwo.ca 
 
Bill Wetherholt 
Kansas State University 
insitu@k-state.edu 
 

 

mailto:kolson.schlosser@sru.edu
mailto:julia.haggerty@montana.edu
mailto:cheryl.morse@uvm.edu
mailto:pjacks07@utk.edu
mailto:trina.filan@uleth.ca
mailto:insitu@k-state.edu
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Manifesto: Changing the race and gender composition of AAG panels 

 
Geography is still predominantly white and male, but there are far more women and people of color 
than in previous decades. This matters not only for the individuals involved – who geographers are – 
but for the content of geographic research and analysis – what Geography is and does. Yet this shift in 
the racial and gender composition of the field is often not fully reflected at key sites and moments, 
including the composition of and attendance at conference panels, inclusion in syllabi and special 
issues, citations, and the hiring, evaluation, and promotion of faculty.  

All of these sites of ongoing discrimination are critical locations for intervention. In response to 
colleagues who for years have asked us to consider these issues, and reflecting critically on our own 
experiences and participation, we wish to focus on one: the composition of and attendance at panels 
and sessions at the annual AAG meeting. We think it’s time to make some commitments. With session 
organizing already underway, but the deadline still well off, we commit to making the lineup of 
presenters in our panels and sessions as inclusive as possible, and invite others to do the same. And 
when the meetings begin, we commit to broadening the sessions we attend. We think this is especially 
important for those of us who are senior scholars, and that doing so will make for a better discipline 
and for better scholarship.  

Making this more than a rhetorical commitment will require collective work. Many of you are already 
organizing AAG panels more representative of the changing composition of the field. But if this is a 
new project for you, here are some ways we might collectively tackle it: 

 If you are writing a CFP, consider explicitly encouraging alternative perspectives in your CFP, or 
adjusting the topical focus to broaden its appeal.  

 If you are organizing a session and don’t know the excellent women and people of color who 
could contribute to it, advertise the session widely and ask around:  we are advocating 
relevant and broadening intellectual fit, not tokenism.  Consider inviting a woman or person of 
color to co-organize with you. 

 If you are responding to a CFP, encourage topically-appropriate female and/or scholars of 
color to join you in submitting abstracts.  

 And when you plan your conference itinerary, commit to attending sessions that include 
speakers and perspectives that may challenge your ideas and your professional practices. 

We realize that if many of us begin following these suggestions it could potentially create an increased 
burden on women and people of color who often already do more than their share of service. Yet a 
major part of our argument is that there is already more diversity in Geography than many in the 
discipline realize, and many scholars would prefer to decline an invitation than be overlooked for a 
session for which they are an excellent fit. We also recognize that in some cases our efforts to create 
more inclusive sessions may fail. That does not excuse us from trying:  if we change the composition of 
our panels, and think critically about those we attend, we will be one step closer to changing the 
power dynamics in our discipline. 
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Finally, we recognize that this proposal is only a very partial fix. Race and gender are just two of a 
number of pertinent axes of power and exclusion, including class, sexual orientation, disability, and 
language. And, as we note above, the composition of conference sessions is just one site among many 
at which these dynamics play out in academic disciplines. Our hope with this proposal is to jumpstart 
changes in our collective expectations for session organization that can form the basis of wider 
challenges to the operation of structural power in Geography, and in academia more broadly. 

Majed Akhter 
Indiana University 

 

Ishan Ashutosh 
Indiana University 

Bruce Braun 
University of Minnesota 

Mat Coleman 
Ohio State 

 

Rosemary Collard 
Concordia 

Jessica Dempsey 
University of Victoria 

Mona Domosh 
Dartmouth 

 

Sapana Doshi 
University of Arizona 

Lorraine Dowler 
Penn State 

Patricia Ehrkamp 
University of Kentucky 

 

Jody Emel 
Clark 

Julie Guthman 
UC Santa Cruz 

Nik Heynen 
University of Georgia 

 

Sarah Knuth 
University of Michigan 

Diana Liverman 
University of Arizona 

Rebecca Lave 
Indiana University 

 

Geoff Mann 
Simon Fraser 

James McCarthy 
Clark 

Becky Mansfield 
Ohio State 

 

Sharlene Mollett 
University of Toronto 

Kris Olds 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 

Tracey Osborne 
University of Arizona 

 

David O’Sullivan 
UC Berkeley 

Scott Prudham 
University of Toronto 

Paul Robbins 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 

Morgan Robertson 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 

Anna Secor 
University of Kentucky 

Eric Sheppard 
UCLA 

 

Matthew Sparke 
University of Washington 

Juanita Sundberg 
UBC 

Matt Wilson 
University of Kentucky 

 

Wendy Wolford 
Cornell 

 

 

Awards Update 
Submitted by Chris Laingen 

The 2014-15 academic year awards began with the solicitation of proposals for a student to represent 
the RGSG at the 2015 Quadrennial British-Canadian-American in Wales, UK.  Soliciation began with 
proposals due to the award’s chairperson, Chris Laingen, on November 21, 2014.  RGSG members Chris 
Laingen, Ryan Bergstrom, Colleen Hiner, Dawn Drake, and Julia Haggerty judged proposals and 
selected Levi Van Sant, PhD student from the University of Georgia, as the inaugural winner of this 
grant competition.  Levi was notified in December of his achievement and was put in touch with Jill 
Clark (the RGSG’s liaison to the conference) to make further travel/conference arrangements.  Levi’s 
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proposal was entitled, “When Local Comes to Town: From Truck Farming to Local Food Systems in the 
South Carolina Lowcountry.”   Congratulations, Levi! 

The RGSG also awarded our annual Student Paper Award to Sarah Mason, a PhD candidate from 
Western Ontario University. Sarah’s paper was entitled: “The Plant is Up and Running and the Wounds 
are yet to Heal: Biosolids Facility Siting, Community Conflict and Changing Emitional Geographies in 
Rural Ontario”.  Judging of her written paper took place prior to the 2015 AAG meeting in Chicago, and 
members of the RGSG participated in the judging of her oral presentation.  After the meeting, scores 
were tallied and Sarah was given the award notification on April 28, 2015.  

AAG Annual Meeting - Student Paper Award (due January 1st) 

Are you a PhD, Masters, or Undergraduate student presenting a paper at the 2016 San Francisco AAG 
Meeting, and interested in a chance to win a 1-year AAG membership?  If so, follow these two steps: 

1.  Register for the conference, as you normally would, submitting your registration information and 
abstract via the AAG website.  Then, email your PIN to:  Chris Laingen, RSGS Awards Chair, 
crlaingen@eiu.edu.  Doing this will allow us to place you in one of our specialty group’s sponsored 
“New Voices” paper sessions where judging will take place. 

2.  Prior to the meeting (and no later than March 15, 2016) submit a 5-page (double-spaced), fully 
referenced summary of your research (also emailed to crlaingen@eiu.edu).  Papers will be judged on 
the quality of both the written summary as well as on the oral presentation.  Failure to submit the 
written paper will disqualify you from the competition, though you will still be allowed to present in 
the New Voices session.  The winner will receive a certificate and 1-year AAG membership. 

Upcoming awards from the RGSG: 

  Awards Given in Spring (at AAG) Awards Given in Fall (post AAG) 

2016 Student Paper Research Award 

2017 Student Paper; Redd Center; Faculty Awards   

2018 Student Paper Quad Research Award (for 2019) 

2019 Student Paper; Redd Center   

2020 Student Paper Research Award 

 

  

mailto:crlaingen@eiu.edu
mailto:crlaingen@eiu.edu
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Research Notes 
Farmers and their soils. 

How do farmers make choices about when, how, and what nutrients to use? This is the question I’ve 
been trailing across North Carolina, Ohio and Missouri over the last 3 months. Thanks to funding from 
USDA and EDF, soil scientist Deanna Osmond and I are aiming to better understand how farmers 

across the three states are making decisions and engaging in farming 
practices related to nutrient management (primarily nitrogen, phosphorus, 
potassium, lime, and animal manures). In basic terms— farmers widely 
participate in soil testing, but when and how they test, and what they do with 
test results vary wildly from place to place.  

We are trying to understand these variations, or “cultures of soil” as part of 
regional communities of farming and stewardship. Through on-farm 
interviews and participant observation, we are documenting farmers’ nutrient 

choices within a larger suite of environmental, economic, and social practices. So far I have completed 
50 interviews, with another 60 scheduled between October and January. Thus far place-based 
differences in soil and nutrient management are emerging vis-à-vis proximity to bodies of water with 
pollution such as Lake Erie, and adoption of new application technologies. To hear what we ultimately 
find out, look for me in San Francisco where I will talk about our findings at the annual Association of 
American Geographers meetings in 2016. 

Please contact Dr. Caela O’Connell, Soil Science Department, North Carolina State University, 
cboconne@ncsu.edu with questions. 

  

Staying in Touch with the RGSG 

We would like to encourage more communication between - rural geographers/ geographers whose 
work intersects with rural studies - from academic, non-profit, activist, government, private sector, 
and civil society broadly defined. In addition to in-person encounters at the AAG Annual Meeting, 
Division Meetings, we have the AAG Knowledge Communities, the RGSG website, Facebook, Wiki (in 
the future), and a listserv hosted by Ursinus 
College. Any member of the Rural Geography 
Specialty Group can volunteer to be on the 
communications committee to improve the 
structure and encourage better use of these 
modes of communication. If you are interested, 
please let me know (Allison Brown, Ryan 
Bergstrom, or Lisa Powell). 

Knowledge Communities: One gains access to 
this communication platform via AAG 
membership when you select ‘Rural Geography’ 
as one of your Specialty Groups. You must login 
to the website, select ‘membership’, and then 
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select ‘Knowledge Communities’ and then follow the links to post to the discussion, read past posts, or 
search the library.  

One must continuously be a dues-paying member of the AAG in order to be a member of the 
Knowledge Communities. However, one does not need to be a member of the AAG in order to sign up 
for the listserv, to become a follower of the website to receive emails about new posts, or for the 
Facebook interface.  

All who are subscribed to the listserv will receive 
all messages posted to the Knowledge 
Communities. This is a way to ensure messages 
are received in the case of a lapse of membership 
(which happens easily with changes in 
employment such as happened with me last year 
when I moved from California to Germany). 
However, one caution about this is that double 
messages are sent if you are both on the listserv 
and in the Knowledge Communities.  

 

Listserv:  Thanks to Ursinus College for hosting our listserv under the initiative of Dr. Patrick Hurley.  

To subscribe, send mail to LISTSERV@LISTSERV.URSINUS.EDU with the command (paste it!) in the e-
mail message body:  

SUBSCRIBE AAG-RURAL 
 
(Or, to unsubscribe   UNSUBSCRIBE AAG-RURAL) 

 

 

Website: You can visit the RGSG’s website at 
http://rgsg.wordpress.com. If you have content 
you wish to include on the website, please 
contact Allison Brown, Lisa Powell, or Ryan 
Bergstrom.   

 

 

 

mailto:LISTSERV@LISTSERV.URSINUS.EDU
http://rgsg.wordpress.com/
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Facebook: The new facebook page 
created by Valentine Cadieux when she 
was chair is ready for action! Search for 
the “Rural Geography Specialty Group” 
and give us a “Like” in order to receive 
updates about new posts. There are 
different directions in which this can be 
developed. For example, it could be used 
to share fieldwork photos, or to post 
announcements about new publications, 
deadlines etc. 

 

Currently, the newsletter is a cornerstone of our communications (and admittedly takes up the bulk of 
my time!). However, in the future, some of the sections of the newsletter could take a more active 
form on the website or on the Facebook page with leadership from new committee members. For 
example, organization to foster the exchange of teaching materials, syllabi and classroom activities 
could be spearheaded. What ideas do you have for improving group communications? What skills do 
you have for graphic design, web design, editing, etc. that could strengthen RGSG materials? 
Creativity, Dedication and Motivation welcome! 

 

 AAG Division Updates  
Great Plains – Rocky Mountain (GRPM) Division 

The GPRM Annual Meeeting took place October 2-3 at the University of Nebraska Kearney, home to 
5,300 undergraduate students from 120 majors and two professional programs,  and 1,600 graduate 
students from 27 programs.  All told, 42 papers and 22 posters were presented, as well as two keynote 
addresses including “Last Days of the Rainbelt” by Dr. David Wishart (Univeristy of Nebraska – Lincoln), 
and “Welcome to the 21st Century – The California Drought and Water in the West” by Dr. Glen 
MacDonald (UCLA). In addition, Bill Whetherholt (PhD candidate – Kansas State University) was 
awarded top honors at the regional GeoBowl.  Bill received the highest overall score, and will be 
heading to San Francisco to represent the region with five other students from other schools.  

 

Forthcoming Regional Meetings 

West Lake Regional Division: October 15-17. University of Wisconsin, Eau Claire 

Pacific Coast Regional Division: October 21-24. Palm Springs, CA.  

Middle Atlantic Regional Division: October 30-31. Towson University. Baltimore, MD. 
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Southwest Regional Division: November 4-7. San Antonio, TX (joint meeting with the Applied 
Geography Conference) 

Southeast Regional Division: November 22-24. University of West Florida. Pensacola, FL.  

Recent Publications:  

Submitted by Paul Frederic – University of Maine at Farmington (Emeritus) 

Following a long sickness, my beloved Liz passed this winter and I am adjusting to a life transition 
point.  Work with town and county  governments coutinues. I am in my 7th year as First Selectman of 
Starks, Maine and 3rd as a member of the Somerset County, Maine  Budget Committee.  Recently I 
was elected to the Board of Directors of the Kennebec Valley Council of Governments (regional 
planning  agency). These positions keep me involved with  public policy and rural governance.  At the 
fall 2015 meeting of the NESTVAL Division  of AAG held in  Bridgewater, Mass. I served on a panel 
dealing with local goverments and applied geography. Recent Publications  include: 

Frederic, P. 2014."John Wesley Powell and Haven , Maine: Summer Colony Development and Image". 
The Northeastern Geographer, Vol. 6, pp.61-  82. 

Frederic, P., S. Hornsby. 2015. "A Changing Population". Plate #41 and "Canning Corn", Plate #68 
in Historicat Atlas of Maine. Stephen J.  Hornsby and Richard W. Judd,eds. , (Orono) Univ. of Maine 
Press. 

Other Publications: 

Hiner, C. C. (forthcoming) (False) Dichotomies, political ideologies, and preferences for environmental 
management along the rural-urban interface in Calaveras County, California. Journal of Applied 
Geography.  

Drake, D.M. “The Farm Machinery Industry.”  In The Handbook of Manufacturing Industries in the 
World Economy. John Bryson, Jennifer Clark, and Vida Vanchan, Eds.  Northampton: Edwin 
Elgar (2015): 229-244 

Bergstrom, R.D., K.J. Hansen, S.V. Taylor. 2015. Back from the Brink: How Hunter’s Sustain Montana’s 
Wildlife. Papers in Applied Geography. 1(1): 103-110.  
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2016 AAG Annual Meeting in San Francisco  
Steps Towards Rural Geography Sponsorship 
 

The Rural Geography Specialty Group (RGSG) is very interested in sponsoring relevant sessions at the 
upcoming AAG annual meeting in San Francisco (March 29-April 2, 2016) 

 http://www.aag.org/cs/annualmeeting.  

The AAG deadline for submitting sessions and paper abstracts is October 29, 2015 (5 p.m. EDT). 

To request sponsorship, send a request to Jill Clark (clark.1099@osu.edu) no later than November 
15th.  Include a session title and summary description. 

Once approved, the session organizer MUST remember to check the box indicating RGSG sponsorship 
when formally registering the session via the AAG's conference site. 

Below you will find those sessions that have already received sponsorship from the RGSG.  A complete 
list of RGSG-sponsored sessions will be maintained on the RGSG website.  

  

CFP: New Voices in Rural Geography 
The Rural Geography Specialty Group (RGSG) of the Association of American Geographers seeks papers 
from undergraduate and graduate students, junior faculty, and researchers new to topics in the field of 
rural geography to include in one or more New Voices in Rural Geography paper sessions for the 2016 
meeting in San Francisco, California.  New Voices in Rural Geography paper sessions offer the 
opportunity for students, junior faculty, and those new to research topics in rural geography to 
present their work and receive feedback from knowledgeable people in the field and members active 
within the specialty group. 

The RGSG promotes research and education related to contemporary rural landscapes, societies, and 
economies in the developed and developing world. Specialty group members conduct research across 
an array of topics, including agriculture; land use; environmental governance; population; rural health, 
crime, and poverty; food systems; indigenous peoples; and rural restructuring processes. 

To take part in the New Voices in Rural Geography, interested participants should send their abstracts 
to Sarah Mason (smason27@uwo.ca) and William Wetherholt (insitu@k-state.edu) by October 28th. 
These emails should contain the presenter’s PIN number (obtained after registering 
at www.aag.org), whether he/she is a student, junior faculty, or new researcher to rural topics, paper 
title, and abstract. 

Thank you for your assistance in advertising this call for papers for the New Voices in Rural 

Geography sessions at the 2016 meeting of the Association of American Geographers. 

Session Organizers: RGSG Student Representatives Sarah Mason, University of Western Ontario and 
William Wetherholt, Kansas State University 

http://www.aag.org/cs/annualmeeting
mailto:clark.1099@osu.edu
https://rgsg.wordpress.com/2016-aag-cfp/
mailto:insitu@k-state.edu
http://community.aag.org/communities/community-home/digestviewer/www.aag.org),
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CFP: Rural Geography in Africa, Asia, and Middle and South 
America  
 

Based on the success of the sessions over the last two years, the Rural Geography Specialty Group will 
again organize paper sessions highlighting research in Africa, Asia, and Middle and South America.  For 
years there has been a perception that the Rural Geography Specialty Group of the Association of 
American Geographers is focused on rural geography in the western world.  In an effort to dispel that 
myth and in recognition of the cutting edge rural research occurring around the world, this paper 
session(s) will present the work of geographers studying rural issues in Africa, Asia, and/or Middle and 
South America. 

To take part in these paper sessions, participants should first register for the AAG conference and 
submit their abstract at www.aag.org and take note of their PIN number. They then should send an e-
mail to Dawn M. Drake (ddrake4@missouriwestern.edu).   These emails should contain the presenter’s 
PIN number, paper title, and abstract. The deadline is 5pm CT, October 26th.  

The Rural Geography Specialty Group promotes research and education related to contemporary rural 
landscapes, societies, and economies in the developed and developing world. Specialty group 
members conduct research across an array of topics, including agriculture; land use; environmental 
governance; population; rural health, crime, and poverty; food systems; indigenous peoples; and rural 
restructuring processes. 

Thank you for your assistance in advertising this call for papers for the Rural Geography in Africa, Asia, 
and Middle and South America sessions at the 2015 meeting of the Association of American 
Geographers. 

Session organized by Dawn Drake, Missouri Western University 

 

CFP: Rural Agency in the ‘Green Economy’ 
Since the 1980s, the concept of ‘sustainable development’ has been used to denote a model of 

growth that reinforces, rather than detracts from, environmental quality and social equity. In many 

industrialized countries, sustainable development acts as an overarching principle for green urban 

and industrial transformation, referred to in recent years as the ‘green economy’ (UNEP 2009). The 

basis of the green economy is green production, with goods and services that not only reduce 

environmental impact, but also contribute to its preservation through targeted policies, 

technological advances, and green financial products. Like ecological modernization, with its 

normative vision of green industrial transformation, the green economy stresses the role of markets 

and private investors in driving this new phase of growth (Bailey & Caprotti 2014). As such, it has 

met with critique from those who see the green economy as a new name for a decades-long 
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process of extending capitalist market logics into economic and environmental governance (Brand 

2012, Cook & Smith 2012). 

Scholarly analysis of the green economy has tended to focus on the macro-economic and urban 

spheres, with the areas of emissions reductions, eco-cities, and urban restructuring receiving 

particular attention (While et al. 2010; Chang & Sheppard 2013). Rural areas, in contrast, are not 

often the main focus of these discussions, especially those areas located in the Global South. Yet, 

the rural is the setting for a substantial literature on green development, ‘green grabbing’, and other 

such transformations, with similar processes of commodification and enclosure at work (Fairhead, 

Leach, & Scoones 2012; Brockington & Duffy 2010; Kelly 2011).  These works highlight how 

broader macro and urban policies or trends are applied in rural areas, and how they are often 

negotiated and contested by the rural people and institutions. We suggest there is much to be 

gained by bringing these two strands of literature into conversation, focusing particularly on the 

agency of rural areas in green production, consumption, and distribution. Such a conversation is 

timely given that the green economy is gaining credence as an economic strategy outside the 

industrialized urban North. 

This session aims to examine how rural areas are both enrolled in and generators of green 

economic transformation, with particular focus on the rural as a space of green production. We 

seek both theoretical and empirical papers using a range of methodological and theoretical 

approaches that examine the role of rural areas in green policy making, green commodity 

production and certification, ecosystem service protection, energy generation, and other themes 

that highlight the agency of rural places in the green economy. Potential paper topics include, but 

are not limited to: 

 Rural urbanization dynamics and their relation to ‘green economy’ discourse; 

 Carbon forestry and ‘avoided deforestation’ and their economic benefits (real and 

perceived); 

 Rural clean energy production; 

 Green agricultural production, certification, and marketing; 

 Payments for ecosystem services in the context of green economic growth; 

 Sustainable forest management, timber legalization, and trade; 

 Rural-urban green supply chains; 

 Green economic policy-making processes at different scales; 

 Discourses of rural green economies and their impacts.  

Please send a prospective title and abstract (up to 200 words) 

to trharlan@ucla.edu and sean.kennedy@ucla.eduby October 18, 2015. We will 

confirm participation by October 23rd, in time for the AAG registration deadline of October 29th. 
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CFP: Do We Need a Comparative Ruralism? 
Over the last decade notions of comparative urbanism have sparked lively debates about 

the prevalence, complexity, theory, ethics and politics of comparisons. Many prevailing orthodoxies 

have been challenged and encouragement given to the development of more 'dialogic theorising' 

and more 'worldly geographies' (Peck 2014), both in the sense of widening the spatial lens of 

analysis beyond a narrow selection of global cities of the North and paying attention to the diverse 

constituents and performances of everyday urban lives. Rural geography has seen similar turns 

towards the embrace of the complexities of everyday life and movement to investigating a range of 

rural spaces, but has currently seen relatively little explicit consideration of comparative studies. 

This is despite a relatively rich history of comparative study (e.g. Murdoch et al. 1994; Hoggart et 

al. 1998, Gallent et al. 2003; Milbourne and Cloke 2006), the recent rise in interest on rurality and 

globalisation, and calls for reflections on divisions between rural studies of the North and South 

(e.g. Korf and Oughton 2006, Murray 2008). 

 

The current session seeks to address this lack reflection on rural comparative studies by inviting 

contributions that address one or more of the following themes: 

 Theoretical reflections of the value, theory, ethics and politics of comparison 

 Considerations of the lessons of comparative urbanism for rural studies, and vice-versa. 

 Explorations of methodologies and practices of comparative rural studies 

 Substantive comparative studies of rural spaces and studies that seek elaborate rural 

geographies that differ from prevailing concepts of rurality. 

Abstracts for consideration in this session should be sent to Martin Phillips 
(martin.phillips@le.ac.uk) and/or Darren Smith (D.P.Smith@LBORO.AC.UK) by the 18th October. 
Abstracts should be a maximum of 250 words. We will contact successful applicants by the 23rd of 
October 2015. Once selected participants must pay the registration 
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