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I. Mission Statement 
The Rural Geography Special Group (RGSG) promotes research and education 
related to agriculture, rural development, and rural land use.  To fulfill this 
mission, we: plan sessions for professional meetings, facilitate teaching and 
research of rural geography issues worldwide, publicize information about the 
role of geographers engaged in rural research, and promote interaction with 
organizations with similar interests, such as the IGU Rural Development 
Commission.  
 
II. Dues Information 
We charge $5 for regular members and $1 for students. We collected $690 
between 1 September 2009 and 31 August 2010.  
 
III. Officers 
Chair 
 Hannah Gosnell  
 Oregon State University 
 gosnellh@geo.oregonstate.edu 
 
Awards Director 
 Laura Taylor  
 York University 
 taylorl9@yorku.ca  
 
Directors 
 Valentine Cadieux  
 University of Minnesota 
 cadieux@umn.edu 
 
 William Gribb  
 University of Wyoming 
 Planning@uwyo.edu 
 
 Eric Compas  

University of Wisconsin – Whitewater 
compase@uww.edu 

 
Newsletter Editor/Webmaster 
 Verdie Craig  
 Moorehead State University 
 v.craig@moreheadstate.edu 



 
Secretary/Treasurer 
 Patrick Hurley  
 Ursinus College 
 phurley@ursinus.edu 
 
Student Directors 
 Dawn Drake  
 University of Tennessee 
 ddrake2@utk.edu 
 
 Gina Thornburg  
 Kansas State University 
 gkt@ksu.edu 
 
There were no elections at the annual business meeting in 2010, since everyone 
is in the midst of their terms (3 yr terms for faculty Board members, 2 yr terms for 
student reps). We will have to fill several spots with nominations and an election 
in 2011, including Chair and Treasurer. 
 
IV. Accomplishments 
One major accomplishment has to do with a new and improved form of 
communication with our members. Due to the difficulties involved in using the 
AAG hosted RGSG list-serv, one of our Board members, Patrick Hurley, 
established a new list-serv for RGSG members, hosted at his institution, Ursinus 
College. Now messages and Word docs can be forwarded to members with one 
click, rather than the lengthy process associated with the AAG list-serv system. 
(See Section VII, Suggestions for Council, below.) 
 
Another accomplishment has to do with a special issue of GeoJournal featuring 
the work of a number of RGSG members. RGSG Board members Valentine 
Cadieux and Patrick Hurley organized a series of special sessions on “Amenity 
Migration, Exurbia and Emerging Rural Landscapes” at the 2007 meeting of the 
AAG, and then worked with GeoJournal to produce the special issue, which 
came online in 2009 and will appear in hard copy this fall. The special issue is 
already being cited in recent articles dealing with rural geography.  
 
a. Activities Scheduled 
The RGSG sponsored or co-sponsored 28 sessions (compared to 14 in 2009) at 
the Washington DC annual meeting, including one New Voices in Rural 
Geography session organized by student Board member Dawn Drake. Topics 
ranged from exurbanization to illicit crop cultivation (see link on our website for a 
list of sessions: http://people2.moreheadstate.edu/orgs/rgsg/index.htm).  One of 
our members, Richard Russo, from U of MD, organized a field trip to southern 
Maryland to look at post-tobacco landscapes, but there was insufficient 
enrollment and it was cancelled. One of the goals we established with past Chair 



Marla Emery in 2008 was to collaborate more with other groups, including the 
Indigenous Peoples Specialty Group. In 2009 we co-sponsored a session with 
the IPSG, and this year we co-sponsored a plenary speaker (and split the cost of 
his expenses). Jose Aguto, Policy Advisor for the National Congress of American 
Indians gave a talk entitled Indigenous Peoples’ Knowledges and Practices: A 
Resource for Addressing Climate Change. RGSG Chair Hannah Gosnell and 
IPSG Chair Renee Pualani Lewis took Aguto out to lunch and discussed areas of 
overlapping interest.  
 
b. Future Plans and Directions 
The Chair is coordinating the selection of a US delegation to attend the 7th 
Quadrennial Conference of British, Canadian and American Rural Geographers, 
which will be held in Manitoba and Saskatchewan, Canada, July 13-20, 2011. 
The conference takes place every four years and rotates between England, the 
US, and Canada. This year it is being organized by Doug Ramsey and Ken 
Beesley of Brandon University, and Rhonda Koster of Lakehead University. Each 
of the 3 regions is allowed to send 10 delegates, chosen through a competitive 
process by the respective governing body representing the region’s rural 
geographers. The conference involves an intensive week – a mix of intimate 
paper sessions that everyone attends with plenty of time for discussion, field 
experiences, social interaction and networking to stimulate international 
collaboration. The Chair issued a call for abstract submissions during Summer 
2010 and the Board recently selected 10 people to attend, including several 
graduate students. The RGSG will supply some (yet-to-be-determined) funding to 
attendees, prioritizing the graduate student members of the delegation.  
 
Other plans include a collective effort by the Board to revitalize the RGSG, with 
the goal of cultivating more excitement about rural geography. There is a lot of 
dynamism and regular interaction among the Board members and a few other 
regulars, but a perceived apathy among the other members, as indicated by low 
attendance at the annual business meeting, a relatively small number of RGSG 
sponsored sessions, and little email traffic among members. As a Board, we 
have committed to exploring the potential for rebranding ourselves, perhaps to 
include scholars studying rural landscapes in the developing world rather than 
limiting the scope of the SG to the developed world.  
 
Board member Valentine Cadieux and student Board member Dawn Drake have 
volunteered to explore the potential for a “rebranding” effort. They are currently 
discussing creating some sort of historical Wikipedia entry for RGSG that outlines 
the history and will allow us to clearly define our direction. They are also working 
on some sort of survey that might be advertised in the AAG Newsletter as well as 
through our list-serv to get our members’ feelings on “what they want RGSG to 
be about to help us craft a new and unique mission statement that does not 
overlap too much with any other SG” (Drake). We may redraft the mission 
statement as well. Drake has volunteered to create an RGSG Facebook page. 
 



 
c. Business Meeting 
The 2010 annual business meeting was held on the evening of 21 September in 
Washington DC (agenda pasted below). Approximately 20 people attended.  
Major topics of business included reports by officers and a discussion about the 
history and future of the group. We also provided information to attendees about 
the upcoming 7th Quadrennial Conference of British, Canadian, and American 
Rural Geographers to be held in Canada during Summer 2011. Priorities for use 
of RGSG funds adopted by the Directors at their 2009 meeting were presented to 
attendees as a starting point for discussion about how to spend money in the 
2010-2011 term. In particular, the Directors resolved to support (a) students 
attending the conference mentioned above; and (b) another Rural Geography 
Specialty Group Student Research Grant (see Awards, below). It was also 
agreed that the RGSG would benefit from efforts to cultivate closer ties with the 
Indigenous Peoples SG, the new (or newly formulating) Geography of Food SG, 
and the Development Geographies SG.  
 
d. Awards 
Awards Director Laura Taylor led a successful nomination and review process 
that resulted in four RGSG awards for 2010 and two student research grants.  
 
John Fraser Hart Award: Michael Woods, Institute of Geography and Earth 
Sciences, Aberystwyth University, Wales 
 
Donald Q. Innis Award: Marla Emery, Northeastern Research Station, US 
Forest Service 
 
Lifetime Achievement Award: Michael Bunce, University of Toronto, 
Department of Geography 
 
Student Paper: We had no entries for the student paper competition this year.  
 
We also instituted a new Rural Geography Specialty Group Student Research 
Grant to promote research and education related to rural issues—especially 
agriculture, rural development and rural land use. The 2010 PhD grant was 
awarded to Mark Cooper, Department of Geography, University of Wisconsin—
Madison for his work on “Making Markets and Remaking Subjects: New Zealand 
Farmers and the Regulation of Agricultural Greenhouse Gas Emissions.” The 
objective of the project is to better understand the relationship between climate 
change policy and individual and corporate behaviors. Cooper’s confident use of 
methods and the blend of critical theory applied to everyday practice of the 
farming community in New Zealand were identified by the committee as very 
promising. The Master’s grant was given to Justine Law at Ohio State University, 
Geography, for “Looking Under the Canopy: The Role of Private Owners in the 
Regreening of Southeastern Ohio.” This work examines the debate around forest 
conservation in the US and has potential for better understanding of the agency 



of a group of forest owners that was previously overlooked. 
 
e. Newsletter Information 
We produced a 10-page spring newsletter just prior to the 2010 meeting to inform 
members of special RGSG events and update them on recent RGSG 
happenings and upcoming meetings of interest. See RGSG website to download 
the newsletter. http://people2.moreheadstate.edu/orgs/rgsg/index.htm  
 
f. 2011 Meeting Plans 
As of mid-October we have a number of RGSG-sponsored sessions coming 
together for the 2011 meeting. One of our Board members, Bill Gribb, is 
organizing a field trip that will focus on local land use planning. After the 
overwhelming success and participation of our members in the 2010 New Voices 
in Rural Geography session, the RGSG will again be sponsoring New Voices in 
Rural Geography sessions for students, junior faculty and researchers new to 
topics in rural geography. New Voices in Rural Geography paper sessions offer 
the opportunity for students, junior faculty, and those new to research topics in 
rural geography to present their work and receive feedback from knowledgeable 
people in the field.  Students who contribute to the New Voices in Rural 
Geography paper sessions are also eligible to participate in the Rural Geography 
Specialty Group’s student paper competition.  We are hoping to grow on our 
success this year and offer multiple sessions to give everyone interested 
opportunities to present research in the field of rural geography.  
 
V. 2010 Membership and Participation 
As of 17 April 2010, the RGSG had 354 members (178 faculty and 176 students).  
This reflects a slight increase over 2009 when we had 337 members (169 faculty, 
168 students). In 2008 we had 335 members, and in 2007 we had 474 members. 
We are looking into what happened between 2007 and 2008 when it appears that 
we somehow lost 140 members.  
 
VI. Financial Report 
Date Description  Receipts  Disbursements  Balance 
     

8/31/09 Balance forward    $4,152.70 
9/30/09 Dues collected for September 2009 84.00    4,236.70 

10/31/09 Dues collected for October 2009 195.00    4,431.70 
11/12/09 Law - Research Grant  (250.00)  4,181.70 
11/12/09 Cooper - Research Grant Award  (500.00)  3,681.70 
11/30/09 Dues collected for November 2009 80.00    3,761.70 
12/31/09 Dues collected for December 2009 35.00    3,796.70 

1/31/10 Dues collected for January 2010 31.00    3,827.70 
2/28/10 Dues collected for February 2010 24.00    3,851.70 
3/31/10 Dues collected for March 2010 56.00    3,907.70 
4/16/10 Gosnell - reimburse AAG AM10 exp  (116.75)  3,790.95 
4/18/10 Hurley, Patrick - AM 2010 Conf Reg  (165.00)  3,625.95 
4/30/10 Dues collected for April 2010 29.00    3,654.95 
5/10/10 Gosnell - copies reimbursement  (144.00)  3,510.95 
5/31/10 Dues collected for May 2010 31.00    3,541.95 



6/17/10 Transfer to IPSG -- sponsor speaker  (115.00)  3,426.95 
6/30/10 Dues collected for June 2010 32.00    3,458.95 
7/31/10 Dues collected for July 2010 20.00    3,478.95 
8/31/10 Dues collected for August 2010 73.00    3,551.95 

     
8/31/10 Balance    $3,551.95 

 
VII. Suggestions for Council 
 
I suggest that Council consider overhauling the system for specialty group 
communication. The list-serv system for specialty group communication is 
extremely cumbersome to use, which discourages frequent and immediate 
dissemination of information as it comes to the Chair. (Also, the User’s Guide to 
AAG News and Discussion Forum Administrators needs to be updated to reflect the 
new AAG site – the process for accessing the page to manage SGs is different 
now.) The Users Guide suggests that you can EITHER “enter content manualIy” 
(which would be much easier – you could simply copy the content of an email 
and paste it in) OR browse and attach an html document. The former approach 
does not work if there is any formatting in the original document (e.g. bullets). 
The text all runs together; so the only option is to convert the message into an 
html document and upload that. I recently calculated how many steps it takes to 
post an announcement that comes to me over email. Here is what I have to do, 
to “forward” an email to group members that will appear properly formatted in 
their inboxes. (And keep in mind that at this time of year when people are 
organizing sessions for the next meeting I get 10-20 emails a day that should 
probably be forwarded to my group.) 
 
1. Copy the text from the email.  
2. Paste it into a new Word doc 
3. Save it as an html file 
4. Go to the AAG website 
5. Log on 
6. Go to the Membership page, then to the Members Only section, then to the 
Manage Groups page, then to the Edit RGSG link, then to Manage News Items, 
then to Create a News Item 
7. Create a title for the announcement 
8. Browse and attach the html document 
9. Hit submit 
 
Because it can take up to 5 minutes to post an item (depending how much it 
needs to be cleaned up to appear properly formatted), they tend to sit 
backlogged in a folder until I can make time to deal with them all at once. This 
impedes timely communication among group members. I know that other SG 
chairs have similar frustrations, and many have just developed their own 
separately managed list-servs at their own academic institutions (as we have).  
 



I also think it’s strange that each specialty group seems to have its own webpage 
hosted at someone’s university, rather than on the AAG website. The handbook 
states: 
 
b. Individual SG/AG Websites (offsite)  
Groups may post descriptions and a message from the Chair, along with officer contact 
information and current dues on the AAG display page. However, individual webpages are 
hosted at a url location of the group’s choice, linked to from the AAG website, but not hosted 
there. 
 
What happens when the person who created the website or alternate iist-serv 
rotates off the Board or leaves the specialty group? Who maintains the site? It 
doesn’t seem like a sustainable model.  
 
So in sum, I think AAG could do a better job supporting the specialty groups and 
SG Chairs in this respect.  



Rural Geography Specialty Group 
Business Meeting Agenda 

April 17, 2010 
 

1. Call to order  
 

2. Introductions 
 

3. Circulation and approval of minutes from 2009 business mtg  
 

4. Financial report  
 

5. President’s report  
a. Membership stats  
b. 2010 AAG (co)-sponsored sessions stats  
c. New listserv  
d. Elections 
e. Special GeoJournal issue  
f. 7th Quadrennial Conference of British, Canadian and American 

Rural Geographers  
g. Revitalizing the RGSG!  

 
6. Communications  

 
7. Financial planning for the coming year?  

 
8. Plans for 2011 AAGs in Seattle  

 
9. Awards  

 
10.  Other business?  

 
11.  Adjourn 

 
 
 

 
 


