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 Contact Jill Clark  about organiz-
ing sessions for the 2013 AAG in 
Los Angeles 
clark.1099@osu.edu 

 

 

Photo above of Fleurieu Peninsula 
in South Australia by Eric Compas. 

 

Letter from the Chair  
 
I write during an exciting moment in the planning of our next 
annual meeting -- we have very strong programs shaping up 
around the themes that have been central to RGSG in the last 
few years:  
 

 land use issues, particularly around sustainability       
              themes;   

 rural-urban relationships, particularly around 
              exurbanization and residential migration;  

 and agricultural restructuring and agrarian change,     
                particularly around alternative agricultural movements. 
 
I encourage you to take a look at the calls for papers listed at the 
end of this newsletter (you should also be able to search 
through the submitted sessions on the AAG meeting dash-
board). As Innisfree notes below, we're also thinking about the 
rural presence at the regional meetings and we would like to be 
able to highlight what's going on in the regions (such as sharing 
the news about the rural geography session at the New Eng-
land/ St. Lawrence Valley AAG Division Meeting). 
 
In my role as RGSG chair, I have had a number of interesting 
conversations with people who want to know more about what 
rural geographers do -- with students developing expertise in 
our area, with scholars from cognate disciplines, and with vari-
ous publics as I carry out fieldwork with people across the food 
system in Minnesota. I would like to dedicate a section of my 
chair's note to a "rural networking" section in the next few 
newsletters, in order to pass along some of what has been com-
ing out of these conversations and to develop here the public 
conversation about just what it is that rural geographers are do-
ing. I'd also like to encourage you one last time to take our brief 
membership survey (The survey is at http://rgsg.info ) 
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This focus on developing our awareness of what's going on in 
rural scholarship coincides with the striking of a new RGSG rural 
networking committee (contact Margareta Lelea for more in-
formation, to get involved, or to pass along information about 
events or organizations we should know about), as well as an 
Awards committee supporting the work of the Awards director 
(Laura Taylor -- contact her if you have ideas about scholars or 
scholarship that should be recognized by our specialty group), 
and a Meeting committee (if you'd like to organize or help out 
with a session, field trip, or workshop at regional or national 
meetings, contact Jill Clark). 
 
Rural Networking 
 
This summer I attended three societies' meetings: 
 

  the Canadian Association of Food Studies  
               http://cafs.landfood.ubc.ca/en/, 
 

 Agriculture, Food, and Human Values Society, and  
              the Association for the Study of Food and Society 
              and the Society for Anthropology of Food and Nutrition 
              http://www.food-culture.org/conference.php, 
 

 and the Rural Sociological Society 
              http://www.ruralsociology.us/?page_id=656, where  

the Sociology of Agriculture and Food Research Interest  
Group (SAFRIG) http://safrig.blogspot.com/ convened  
a mini-conference on the Neoliberal Regime in Agri- 
Food http://www.ruralsociology.org/?p=1295 

 
Many geographers participated in all three of these meetings, 
and I was particularly struck at the connections and overlap be-
tween the RGSG and SAFRIG -- suggesting that it might be inter-
esting, as we plan for a specialty group national conference 
sometime in the next few years to consider the possibility of 
meeting jointly with rural sociologists such as those in the Soci-
ology of Agriculture and Food Research Interest Group. I was 
also very impressed by the role that SAFRIG played within the 
larger Rural Sociology meeting. True, RSS is a smaller confer-
ence than the AAG, but SAFRIG concentrated its session organ-
izing this year on a high profile plenary speech (with a following 
panel and plenary discussion) by Jim Hightower and on the 
mini-conference: 7 sessions (with pre-circulated papers) sched-
uled the day before and then within the program of the regular 
conference, and including a dinner reception on the evening 

 
 
 
RGSG Board Mem-
bers 
Chair 
Kirsten Valentine Cadieux 
University of Minnesota 
email: cadieux@umn.edu 

 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Dawn Drake 
Winona State University 
email: ddrake@winona.edu 
 
Awards Director 
Laura Taylor  
York University 
email: taylorl9@yorku.ca 
 
Communications Director 
Margareta Amy Lelea 
University of California, Davis 
email: malelea@ucdavis.edu 
 
Directors-at-large 
Jill Clark 
Ohio State University 
email: clark.1099@osu.edu 
 
Jesse Abrams 
Whitman College 
email: abramsjb@whitman.edu 
 
Nick Gill 
University of Wollongong 
email: ngill@uow.edu.au 
 
Chris Laingen 
Eastern Illinois University 
email: crlaingen@eiu.edu 

 
Regional Director 
Innisfree McKinnon 
University of Oregon 
email: innisfre@uoregon.edu 
 
Directors-graduate reps 
Renata Blumberg 
University of Minnesota 
email: blum0135@umn.edu 
 
Colleen Hiner 
University of California, Davis 
email: cchiner@ucdavis.edu 
 
 

http://cafs.landfood.ubc.ca/en/
http://www.food-culture.org/conference.php
http://www.ruralsociology.us/?page_id=656
http://safrig.blogspot.com/
http://www.ruralsociology.org/?p=1295
mailto:cadieux@umn.edu
mailto:ddrake@winona.edu
mailto:taylorl9@yorku.ca
mailto:malelea@ucdavis.edu
mailto:clark.1099@osu.edu
mailto:abramsjb@whitman.edu
mailto:ngill@uow.edu.au
mailto:crlaingen@eiu.edu
mailto:innisfre@uoregon.edu
mailto:blum0135@umn.edu
mailto:cchiner@ucdavis.edu


Rural Geography News – Fall 2012 
 

3 | P a g e  
 

after the full day of sessions. These two pro-
gram features helped foster discussion that 
worked its way across many other sessions, and 
added considerable value to the experience of 
the conference.  
 
We have the chance to experiment with a simi-
lar situation in LA during the upcoming AAG 
meeting: Richard Aspinall (editor of the Journal 
of Land Use Science* -- described on page 10), 
as part of our effort to feature what kinds of 
things and in which venues rural geographers 
are publishing), along with Andrew Milligan (ed-
itor of the new journal Land, also described on 
page 10) have organized an RGSG-sponsored 
symposium that will take place during the AAG 
but that will be large enough to be a bit of a 
conference within a conference (they have 40 
papers already, and the call is still open; see 
also the CFP for on page 21). In addition, Mar-
gareta Lelea, Chris Laingen and Ryan Bergstrom 
have been working with the board to organize 
sessions in honor of two recognition award re-

cipients for 2013, Lisa Harrington and Janet Momsen. (Note: many of you have worked with Lisa 
and Janet, and with their ideas, and if you would like to be part of these special sessions, please 
see page 7). 
 
With gratitude to Margareta, for 
taking on the coordination of this 
newsletter and the communica-
tions for our specialty group, I sign 
off from the field in SW Minneso-
ta, where vegetable growers are 
starting to cover their remaining 
crops, farmers are combining 
what's left of their crops in this 
droughty season, and attention to 
feeding the hungry over this win-
ter seems to be on everyone's 
mind. 
 
Valentine Cadieux 
 

Cadieux built a food system interactive game for 
the Minnesota State Fair this month. 

 

Participants at the Minnesota State Fair playing the Food 
Systems Game and Completing a Survey 
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New Communications Director – Margareta Amy Lelea  
 
As communications direc-
tor, my goal is to help foster 
an inclusive community for 
innovative rural geogra-
phies. This is a new position 
that the RGSG board creat-
ed to officially include the 
multiple and changing 
needs associated with digi-
tal communications. Cur-
rently, we have two 
listservs: one through the 
AAG Knowledge Communi-
ties and one maintained 
independently by the RGSG. 
We also have a website 
http://rgsg.wordpress.org.  
 

Additionally, at the last AAG in New York, a Rural Networking Committee was formed which re-
ports back to the Communications Director. We currently need volunteers for the Rural Network-
ing Committee who can liaise between different rural focused groups and the AAG-RGSG. If you 
are involved with groups such as the Sustainability of Rural Systems group of International Geo-
graphical Union, the Rural Sociology Society, the Sociology of Food and Agriculture, the American 
Society for Food and Agriculture, Rural Planners, Agriculture, Food, and Human Values Society or 
other groups with intersecting and overlapping goals for scholarship, please volunteer to forward 
relevant information between groups. Please e-mail me at malelea@ucdavis.edu if this is some-
thing with which you can help. 
 
Although there have been previous statements to streamline communications by phasing out the 
listserv (Ursinus) in favor of the AAG Knowledge Communities by the end of 2012, I am in the 
process of evaluating what this means in terms of accessibility before enacting the change. I wel-
come your thoughts on how this might affect you or what your preferences may be.  
 
If you are getting duplicate messages from the RGSG because you are a part of both the 
Knowledge Communities and the listserv, you may want to unsubscribe from the listserv. Sub-
scribe and unsubscribe functions can be requested through the following link: 
https://listserv.ursinus.edu:88/AAG-RURAL. 
 
As an AAG member, you may sign up for the Knowledge Communities associated with each of 
your specialty group memberships. Directions and links to complete your enrollments can be 
found at: http://www.aag.org/cs/membership/knowledge_communities/ 
 
A sincere thank you to all who contributed items for this Fall 2012 newsletter and to Jesse 
Abrams for help with editing. If you have items that you would like to share for the next newslet-
ter, please submit content by e-mail to me until March 1st, 2013. 

Photo of Lelea in Yolo County, California  
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New Regional Director – Innisfree McKinnon 
 
Last year at the AAG meeting in New York there was a panel session about how to reinvigorate 
the regional divisions and to grow the attendance of regional meetings. One suggestion to in-
crease this participation is through the organization of mini-conferences on thematic topics be-
tween a specialty group and a regional division. At the RGSG business meeting, I volunteered to 
be a regional director.  
 
As a graduate student on the west coast I enjoy participating in our regional division meetings. 
These smaller meetings provide a friendly, less intimidating way for students to present papers 
and to network with other geographers. Some geography departments regularly participate in 
Association of Pacific Coast Geographers (APCG) and others only rarely attend. I am planning on 
working with the officers at the upcoming APCG meeting in Olympia, Washington that will be 
held October 3-6th, 2012 to create a rural geography mini-conference in the future. I hope to re-
cruit faculty and graduate students with an interest in rural geography from colleges and univer-
sities across the West that don't yet regularly attend APCG. I am also planning on learning more 
about attendance at the various regional meetings and what types of activities and/or incentives 
divisions engage in. APCG offers a number of different types of scholarships for students includ-
ing travel funding and paper awards to encourage participation. I would welcome feedback and 
suggestions from rural geographers on their experiences attending regional meetings and sug-
gestions for ways to increase attendance. 
 

Photo in rural Oregon by McKinnon  
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New Director at Large – Chris Laingen  
 
I am a geographer who uses field work 
and maps to find patterns and trends 
that help explain why the rural land-
scape changes.  I grew up on a farm in 
southwestern Minnesota, and these 
early experiences of living around corn, 
tractors, and farmers continue to influ-
ence what I do today as a geogra-
pher.  Recent research projects have 
dealt with issues pertaining to changes 
in land use in South Dakota and subse-
quent influence on ring-necked pheas-
ant populations, and currently I’m 
working on developing methods to re-
define the regional boundary of Ameri-
ca’s Corn Belt - something that hasn’t 
[officially] been done since 1950.  This 
work allows me to talk with farmers, 
travel through the region, make and 
interpret maps based on USDA Census 
of Agriculture data, and better under-
stand what makes this important, yet 
often overlooked, region tick.   I earned 
my BS (2000) and MS (2003) degrees 
from South Dakota State University, 
and my PhD (2009) from Kansas State 

University.  I have been an assistant professor at Eastern Illinois University since 2009.  
 
Among my current projects is an entry on “Agricultural Geography” with Lisa Harrington for the 
Oxford Bibliographies in Geography edited by Barney Warf to be published by the Oxford Univer-
sity Press. This is an online annotated bibliography of 160+ sources related to "Agricultural Geog-
raphy" that will be continually updated and available through Oxford's website. I'd enjoy it if 
RGSG members who have access would look through it - once it's available - and offer up sugges-
tions for additional sources and sections to be added that we may have overlooked.   
  

Photo of Laingen at the Annual Meeting in New York  
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AAG, Rural Geography Specialty Group Awards 
2012 Student Research Grants  
 
We received a number of impressive papers in 2012. After thorough deliberation by the Awards 
Committee chaired by Laura Taylor at York University, the following PhD and Master’s students 
were chosen for $500 and $250 awards respectively. 
 
Richard Salkowe, PhD Student, University of South Florida, “Federal relief and community recov-
ery of flood-affected rural counties in the US” 
 
Catherine Jampel, Master’s Student, Pennsylvania State University, ”How bears become ‘prob-
lems’: Understanding human-bear-cattle relations in the northern Ecuadorian Andes” 
 
 

2013 Recognition Awards 
 
Special sessions are in the process of being organized for the next AAG Annual Meeting in Los 
Angeles in honor of the 2013 Recognition Awards. More information will be detailed in the 2013 
Spring Newsletter. 
 
If you would like more information or would like to contribute, please contact Ryan Bergstrom 
rbergstr@gustavus.edu or Chris Laingen crlaingen@eiu.edu  regarding the award for Lisa Har-
rington and contact Margareta Lelea malelea@ucdavis.edu regarding the award for Janet Mom-
sen. 
 
John Fraser Hart Award for Research Excellence –2013 Recipient,  Lisa Harrington 
This award was established to recognize the contributions of John Fraser Hart and is presented at 
least once every five years to a scholar who has achieved and maintained excellence in the fields 
of agricultural and/or rural geographic research.  
 
Donald Q. Innis Award for Research Excellence –2013 Recipient,  Janet Henshall Momsen 
This award was established to acknowledge the contributions of Donald Q. Innis in agricultural 
and food geographies and is presented at least once every five years to a scholar in recognition 
of research excellence in these areas.  
 
Please see our Awards page, http://rgsg.wordpress.com/awards, about details of the awards and 
past winners. 
  

mailto:rbergstr@gustavus.edu
mailto:crlaingen@eiu.edu
mailto:malelea@ucdavis.edu
http://rgsg.wordpress.com/awards
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Recent Publications  
This is a partial list, submitted by RGSG members. 
 
Abrams, J.B., and H. Gosnell. 2012. The Politics of Marginality in Wallowa County, Oregon: Con-

testing the Production of Landscapes of Consumption. Journal of Rural Studies 28(1): 30 – 37. 
 
Barry, J.M. 2012. Standing Our Ground: Women, Environmental Justice and the Fight to End 

Mountaintop Removal. Ohio University Press: Athens. 
 
Bergstrom, R.D. and L.M.B. Harrington. 2012. Perceptions of Sustainable Community Develop-

ment in Jackson, Wyoming. Papers of the Applied Geography Conference. 
 
Clark, J K., S. Inwood, M.B. Smith, J.S. Sharp, and D. Jackson-Smith. 2012.  “Local Food Systems: 

The Birth of New Farmers and the Demise of the Family Farm?”  In International Geograph-
ical Union Commission on the Dynamics of Economic Spaces Local Food Systems in Old Indus-
trial Regions: Challenges and Opportunities. Ashgate Publishing: Brookfield, VT. 

 
Frederic, P.B. 2012. "Turning the Bus Around: One Town's Story" Maine Townsman: The Maga-

zine of the Maine Municipal Association (July): 17-19. Available online at: 
http://www.memun.org/public/publications/townsman/2012/jul.pdf 

 
Laingen, C.R.  2012.  Delineating the 2007 Corn Belt Region. Papers of the Applied Geography 

Conferences 35:  174-182. 
 
Laingen, C.R. and C.D. Craig.  2011.  Adding Another Notch to America’s Corn Belt.  FOCUS on Ge-

ography 54(2): 60-69.  
 
Lavin, S.J., F.M. Shelley and J.C. Archer. 2011. Atlas of the Great Plains. University of Nebraska 

Press: Lincoln. 
 
Lelea, M. 2012. Mapping Progress  and  Challenges for Women’s  Empowerment in the Global 

South. In Women and Empowerment in the NAM World: Different Contexts, Different Facets, 
edited by J. Momsen and A. Buang. NAM Institute for the Empowerment of Women (NIEW), 
Ministry of Women, Family and Social Development, Malaysia. 

 
Robbins. P., S. Martin and S. Gilbertz. 2012. Developing the Commons: The Contradictions of 

Growth in Exurban Montana, The Professional Geographer, 64(3): 317-331. 
 
Thornburg, G.K. 2012. Complementary and Alternative Medicine. In K.K. White & L.A. Duram 

(Eds.), America Goes Green: An Encyclopedia of Eco-Friendly Culture in the United States. 
ABC-Clio: Santa Barbara, CA. 

  

http://www.memun.org/public/publications/townsman/2012/jul.pdf
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Recent Publications Highlights  
 
Standing Our Ground: Women, Environmental Justice, and the 
Fight to End Mountaintop Removal by Joyce M. Barry examines 
women’s efforts to end mountaintop removal coal mining in 
West Virginia. Mountaintop removal coal mining, which involves 
demolishing the tops of hills and mountains to provide access to 
coal seams, is one of the most significant environmental threats 
in Appalachia, where it is most commonly practiced. 
 
The Appalachian women featured in Barry’s book have firsthand 
experience with the negative impacts of Big Coal in West Virgin-
ia. Through their work in organizations such as the Coal River 
Mountain Watch and the Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, 
they fight to save their mountain communities by promoting the 

development of alternative energy resources. Barry’s engaging and original work reveals how 
women’s tireless organizing efforts have made mountaintop removal a global political and envi-
ronmental issue and laid the groundwork for a robust environmental justice movement in central 
Appalachia.  
 
From: http://www.ohioswallow.com/book/Standing+Our+Ground 
 
 
The Great Plains, stretching northward from Texas into Can-
ada, is a region that has been understudied and overlooked. 
The Atlas of the Great Plains, however, brings a new focus 
to North America’s midcontinent. With more than three 
hundred original full-color maps, accompanied by extended 
explanatory text, this collection chronicles the history of the 
Great Plains, including political and social developments. Far 
more than simply the geography of the region, this atlas ex-
plores a myriad of subjects from Native Americans to set-
tlement patterns, agricultural ventures to voting records, 
and medical services to crime rates. These detailed and 
beautifully designed maps convey the significance of the 
region, capturing the essence of its land and life. The only 
current and comprehensive atlas of the Great Plains region, 
it is also the first atlas to include both the United States and 
Canada, showing the region’s full length and breadth.  
 
Stephen J. Lavin (1943–2011) was a professor of geography at the University of Nebraska–
Lincoln. He is the coauthor (with J. Clark Archer and Fred M. Shelley) of the Historical Atlas of U.S. 
Presidential Elections, 1788–2004 and the Atlas of American Politics, 1960–2000. Fred M. Shelley 
is a professor of geography at the University of Oklahoma. He is the coauthor of The Geography 
of North America: Environment, Political Economy, and Culture. J. Clark Archer is a professor of 
geography at the University of Nebraska–Lincoln. David J. Wishart is a professor of geography at 
the University of Nebraska–Lincoln and the editor of the Encyclopedia of the Great Plains (Ne-

http://www.ohioswallow.com/book/Standing+Our+Ground
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braska 2004). John C. Hudson is a professor of geography at Northwestern University and author 
of Across This Land: A Regional Geography of the United States and Canada. 
 
From: http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Atlas-of-the-Great-Plains,674764.aspx 
 
 

Journals Highlight 
 
Richard Aspinall, editor of the Journal of Land Use Science and Andrew Milligan, editor of the 
new journal Land, have organized an RGSG sponsored symposium that will take place during the 
AAG with over 40 papers included (See CFP  on page 22). 
The Journal of Land Use Science addresses the nature of land use and land cover, their changes 
over space and time, and the processes that produce these patterns and changes. Land use sci-
ence is necessarily an interdisciplinary science since land uses are influenced by, and influence, 
environmental, ecological, social and economic systems through a complex series of natural and 
socio-economic processes, including management and decision making. Land use science adopts 
an integrated approach that couples natural and human systems and fosters interdisciplinary 
collaboration between social, economic, behavioural, environmental, ecological, biological and 
atmospheric scientists. Land use scientists must also draw on a broad range of interdisciplinary 
scientific methodologies and enabling technologies. The Journal of Land Use Science is of interest 
to those in a broad suite of disciplines including agricultural science, animal science, anthropolo-
gy, decision science, ecology, economics, environmental science, forestry, geography, GIS, land-
scape ecology, planning, regional science, remote sensing, and sustainability science. 
 
 Journal website: http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tlus20/current 
 

The new journal Land is an international open ac-
cess journal of land use and land management, is 
published by MDPI online quarterly. The first issue 
will be released in 2012. See Andrew Milligan's 
opening editorial: Land — A Multidisciplinary 
Journal Addressing Issues at the Land Use and 
Sustainability Nexus 
 

 
Opening editorial available at: http://www.mdpi.com/2073-445X/1/1/1 
  

http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Atlas-of-the-Great-Plains,674764.aspx
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tlus20/current
http://www.mdpi.com/2073-445X/1/1/1
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Notable News  
Civic Engagement and Public Outreach 
 
Paul B. Frederic, Professor Emeritus of Geography at the University of Maine-Farmington, is First 
Selectman for the Town of Starks, Maine (pop. 640) and during the past 3 years has played a 
leadership role in: 1. Obtaining approximately $250,000. in Community Development Block 
Grants for bridge construction and comprehensive planning, 2. Enabling the town to switch 
school districts, the first in Maine to do so, and 3. Converting a closed school into a community 
center and municpal office complex. (See recent publications section)  
 
Gina Thornburg, former RGSG Board member, appears in the doc-
umentary “We’re Not Broke,” by award-winning filmmakers Karin 
Hayes and Victoria Bruce. The movie deals with the topic of tax-
dodging corporations and their offshoring of billions of dollars of 
profits.  
 
For more information, please see: www.werenotbrokemovie.com. 
 
 

New Hires 
 
Jill Clark, Assistant Professor in Food Policy, Ohio State University, 
John Glenn School of Public Affairs 
 
Dawn M. Drake, Assistant Professor, Department of History and Geography, Missouri Western 
State University  
 
Ryan Bergstrom, Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Geography, Gustavus Adolphus Col-
lege, 2012-2013 
 

Recent Research Grants 
 
Multi-Institution Research Funding 
Title: Building Local Government Capacity to Alleviate Food Deserts: Creating, Implementing and 
Sustaining Policies and Plans for Healthy Food Systems 
PI: Raja, Samina, University At Buffalo, State University Of New York, 
Co-PIs: Clark, Jill, John Glenn School of Public Affairs, Ohio State University; Freedgood, Julia, 
American Farmland Trust; Hodgson, Kimberley, Cultivating Healthy Places,  
Funding:  $3.96 million.  Global Food Security, Agriculture and Food Research Initiative, National 
Institute of Food and Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture 
 
Dissertation Research Funding 
In 2012 Gina Thornburg was awarded a Dissertation Research Award Grant from the Association 
of American Geographers for her dissertation project, titled “Bonanza—or Bust—on the Land? 
Incompatibilities in the Political Economy of Oklahoma’s Farm-to-School Program.”  

http://www.werenotbrokemovie.com/
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Conferences: AAG Division Meetings and Annual Meeting  
Rural Geography at the New England/ St. Lawrence Valley 
AAG Division Meeting, October 2012 
 
A paper session on rural geography is planned for the New England-St. Lawrence Valley AAG Divi-
sion meeting, October 19-20, 2012, in Farmington, Maine.  Contact: Mcanneny@maine.edu or 
frederic@myfairpoint.net 
 
 

Register for the 2013 Annual Meeting in Los Angeles 
 
Present your research 
The deadline for registering a paper to be presented is October 24th, 2012. Contact Jill Clark if 
you want help finding a session for your paper or if you are interested in organizing a session. 
Please see the list of call-for-papers in the section below. For more information about how to 
submit a paper for the conference, please go to: 
http://www.aag.org/cs/annualmeeting/call_for_papers 
 
New AAG meeting registration fee for unemployed and underemployed.  
In an effort to make participation at the annual meeting more accessible, unemployed and un-
deremployed geographers may now register for the 2013 Annual Meeting in Los Angeles at the 
rate of $155. After March 15th, 2013 this cost goes up to $185. Another option to make the meet-
ing more affordable is to volunteer as a conference volunteer. The online application forms must 
be completed by January 20th, 2013. 
http://www.aag.org/annualmeeting/get_involved/conference_volunteers 

 
 

2013 Annual Meeting Call-for-Papers 
 
Inclusion in newsletter does not necessarily imply co-sponsorship. A complete list of RGSG spon-
sored sessions will be included in the Spring 2012 Newsletter. For more information:  

 
New Voices in Rural Geography 
 
The Rural Geography Specialty Group of the Association of American Geographers seeks papers 
from undergraduate and graduate students, junior faculty, and researchers new to topics in the 
field of rural geography to include in one or more New Voices in Rural Geography paper sessions 
for the 2013 meeting in Los Angeles, California.  New Voices in Rural Geography paper sessions 
offer the opportunity for those entering the field of rural geography to present their work and 
receive feedback from knowledgeable people in the field and members active within the special-
ty group.  
 
To take part in the New Voices in Rural Geography, interested participants should send their ab-
stracts to Colleen Hiner (cchiner@ucdavis.edu) and Renata Blumberg (blum0135@umn.edu) by 

mailto:Mcanneny@maine.edu
mailto:frederic@myfairpoint.net
http://www.aag.org/cs/annualmeeting/call_for_papers
http://www.aag.org/annualmeeting/get_involved/conference_volunteers
mailto:cchiner@ucdavis.edu
mailto:blum0135@umn.edu
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October 5th. These emails should contain the presenter’s PIN number (obtained after registering 
at www.aag.org), whether he/she is a student, junior faculty, or new researcher to rural topics, 
paper title, and abstract.  Each session will have a discussant familiar with the topics being pre-
sented. To ensure that discussants are able to provide engaged and detailed comments, partici-
pants will be asked to submit paper drafts of their presentations by March 25th (these should be 
no more than 15 pages in length, double-spaced). In addition, we encourage all prospective par-
ticipants to be on the lookout for news about RGSG awards to be sent to all members of the spe-
cialty group in early 2013.  
 
 

Political Ecology Across the Rural-Urban Divide: Examining 
Places, Patterns, and Processes “In Between” 
 
We seek to bridge the rural-urban divide in political ecology (and geography more broadly), by 
bringing together scholars working in a variety of settings on issues that challenge our under-
standings of what it means to be “urban” or “rural.” Recent work on the political ecology of ex-
urbia has begun to examine the gap between rural and urban geographies, but we ask: By calling 
for a political ecology of exurbia, are we in some ways simply producing yet another division, ra-
ther than reconsidering what the rural/urban divide means?  
 
We welcome papers which examine what it means to produce urban or rural political ecology at 
a time in which both urban and rural places are facing increasingly diverse transformations, in-
cluding rapid urbanization, deindustralization, increasing social and ecological impacts due to 
amenity migration, and the deconcentration of traditional cities into “edge cities” and vast fringe 
areas of mixed character. In this session we seek to initiate a conversation that moves beyond a 
focus on the rural-urban fringe as a location and toward examining the diverse patterns and pro-
cesses that make the divisions between the urban and the rural increasingly murky.  
 
Papers in this session might examine issues such as: rural and urban identities along the rural-
urban edge; urbanization in-situ; diverse rural-urban networks and linkages; and the movement 
of traditionally “rural” activities such as agriculture into the city. Although these processes are 
not all physically located at the urban-rural edge, they are united as instances wherein our ideal-
ized conceptualizations of urban and rural meet and come into tension with the reality of places 
and processes that are increasingly “in between.” 
 
Please email abstracts (up to 250 words) to the session organizers: Colleen Hiner 
(cchiner@ucdavis.edu) and Innisfree McKinnon (innisfree.mckinnon@gmail.com) by October 10, 
2012. 
 
 

Critical Rural Geographies of Agrarian Change and Rural 
Restructuring 
 
In this time of economic crisis and social upheaval, critiques of the ways in which capital has re-
structured rural space become increasingly important.  Emerging critical rural geographies, char-
acterized by a focus on racial and gendered agrarian capitalism, rural restructuring, rural inequal-
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ity and poverty, crises of capital, resistance movements and the formation of alternative liveli-
hood strategies carry on a Left tradition of empirically-minded and theoretically rich work. For 
example, Clyde Woods’ work on the legacy of plantation capitalism in the Southern United States 
points to the ways in which racial capitalism in the agrarian south has provided both the episte-
mological foundation of neoliberalism as well as that of its possible undoing. Such a critical rural 
geography aids in an understanding of how rural spaces are transformed by capital, as well as the 
ways in which agrarian relations and regional rural political and ideological blocs operate at dif-
ferent scales. In addition, critical rural geographies must engage simultaneously with rural land-
scapes and social relations including their material and ideological legacies – with consideration 
of both historical and current processes of restructuring, as well as their material and ideological 
legacies.  
 
The overall aim of this session is to explore new trends in critical rural geography, by advancing a 
critique of capitalist restructuring in rural places across distance and scale.  In particular, we seek 
to bring together the diverse traditions of rural geography, peasant studies, and scholarship on 
agrarian change. 
 
Possible paper themes may include (but are not limited to): 
  

 Theoretical interventions in rural geography that draw upon a wide variety of critical 
theoretical frameworks  

 Theoretical interventions critically assessing the trajectories of agrarian political econo-
my 

 Theoretical interventions that address the role of rural social relations in the formation 
and reproduction of gendered and racial capitalism  

 Case studies of the transformation of rural places through the reorganization of capital 
 Case studies of agrarian relations and rural class formation 
 Studies of the impact of the financial crisis on rural spaces 
 Studies of changing patterns of rural infrastructural development in the context of capi-

talist crisis and/or economic restructuring 
 The role of rural-urban migrations, and urban-rural migrations, in contemporary and his-

torical capitalist relations in rural areas and beyond 
 Historical case studies of agrarian social relations in the context of capitalist develop-

ment in particular regional contexts 
 The commodification of nature in rural space, and the characteristics and impacts of 

global rural amenity migration 
 Resistance strategies and the politics of peasant movements 
 Critically-informed perspectives on alternative livelihood strategies, such as fair trade 

networks, organic agriculture, etc.   
 
Proposed paper abstracts should be emailed to both Jack Norton (jsn54@eden.rutgers.edu) and 
Renata Blumberg (blum0135@umn.edu) no later than 15th October 2012. 
 
Abstracts must correspond to AAG submission guidelines in terms of author details, spacing, 
formatting, word length and keywords. Further guidelines can be found at: 
http://www.aag.org/cs/annualmeeting/call_for_papers/abstract_guidelines. Authors of accept-
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ed abstracts must register for the conference and provide the session organizers PIN numbers 
when requested and no later than 15th October 2012. 
 
 

Rural Geography in Africa, Asia, and Middle and South 
America  
 
For years there has been a perception that the Rural Geography Specialty Group of the Associa-
tion of American Geographers is focused on rural geography in the western world.  In an effort to 
dispel that myth and in recognition of the cutting edge rural research occurring around the 
world, this session(s) will present the work of geographers studying rural issues in Africa, Asia, 
and/or Middle and South America. 
 
To take part in these paper sessions, participants should first register for the AAG conference and 
submit their abstract at www.aag.org and take note of their PIN number. They then should send 
an e-mail to Dawn M. Drake (ddrake4@missouriwestern.edu).   These emails should contain the 
presenter’s PIN number, paper title, and abstract. The deadline is 5pm CT, Friday, October 19th.  
 
 

Towards Sustainable Resource Governance  
 
States, communities and households are being asked to balance the tensions driven by economic 
recession and the associated pressures for regional development and jobs, against serious and 
interconnected concerns raised by climate change, rising food and fuel prices, food security–and 
safety–concerns, and increasing disparities in income, education and healthcare. Across all 
scales, these conflicting fiscal demands have created contested policies that aimed to facilitate 
effective, sustainable resource governance – particularly in food, energy and mining.   
 
In resource extraction and renewable industries, policies which promoted ever-greater regulato-
ry oversight –and over time attempted to balance economic might with social and environmental 
responsibilities– have quickly become framed as a burden that stands in the way of jobs and re-
gional prosperity. 
 
Similarly, push and pull between mandated renewable energy targets, farmer incomes and food 
prices, as well as a growing global middle class, urbanization and migration forces, create land 
and energy pressures that make food production and energy resources difficult to regulate and 
govern.  As with proposed carbon credits / taxes, or any suggestion of a “right to food” or a “right 
to land”, these subsidies, mandates and state regulations run counter to the neoliberal ortho-
doxy which has dominated community, state and international-level discourse for a generation. 
Within this context, papers in this session will address topics at the nexus of governance, regula-
tion, food systems and resource management from EU and North American perspectives. 
Through the papers, we invite examples and thinking which looks at viable alternatives to the 
neo-liberal orthodoxy, including insights into how new ways of organizing place and community 
can counter the dominant tendency, and to explore whether we can talk of a 'post neo-liberal' 
condition which reclaims place and space.  
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Rural Geography News – Fall 2012 
 

16 | P a g e  
 

To submit an abstract, please contact Alison Blay-Palmer  alison.blaypalmer@gmail.com  
Deadline to submit abstracts: October 20 (so we have time to pull the session together for the 
AAG deadline of October 24)  
 
The papers from this session(s) will be linked to a Panel Session titled 'Tackling Sustainability dur-
ing the environmental, food and fiscal crisis: challenges and opportunities?'.  The panel will in-
clude Julian Agyeman, Alison Alkon, Rob Krueger and Terry Marsden.  
 
 

From the Exurbs to the Periurban – New Directions for the 
Metropolitan Fringe 
 
This call seeks to gather scholars working across disciplines on the transformation of communi-
ties at the metropolitan fringe. We welcome papers from across the globe, in particular efforts to 
push beyond current understandings or viewpoints; efforts rooted exclusively in these spaces or 
which work to situate exurbia/the periurban in broader geographical, sociological, political or 
historical terms are both welcome. 
 
We actively seek a wide range of methodological or subject-area approaches, from grassroots 
political activism to transportation planning, cultural analysis to demography. 
Organizers: Deirdre Pfeiffer, Arizona State, dap624@gmail.com and Alex Schafran, Institut Fran-
çais de Géopolitique/ENTPE, schafran@gmail.com 
 
 

Landscapes of Infrastructure: Relational Place-
Making and Sociotechnical Systems 
 
This session seeks to explore alternative ways to follow and contextualize the development of 
landscapes of transport infrastructures, with a particular focus on Exurbia. It aims to overcome 
the dominating dualistic and asymmetric interpretations of large technological systems as en-
closed, monolithic, top-down engineered structures hovering above the unplanned, vernacular 
and messy peri-urban landscape. 
 
Recent development with relational studies of place, STS, mobility studies and critical urban the-
ory offer guidance in tracing the fluid interdependencies between emerging infrastructures and 
place-making. By following everyday practices, mobilities, and actor-networks, it is possible to tell 
one story, however ambiguous, of a landscape of infrastructure instead of two separate accounts 
written in different academic languages. In addition, we believe that more complex and above all 
spatial interpretations of networked infrastructures yield a better understanding of sociotech-
nical systems (e.g. by addressing their materiality, territoriality, performative character, etc.), as 
well as contribute to the literature on seemingly unordered landscapes, moving the analysis of 
rural-urban territories beyond conventional modernization theory.  
 
We call for (hi)stories of Exurbia by studying it as a meshwork or a porous landscape where nego-
tiations about mobility play a key role. Topics include, but are not limited to: 
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 interpretations of infrastructure as a result of everyday activities or of maintenance and 
repair, thereby describing it as one of several landscape practices;  
 

 studies of the emerging landscape from the perspective of the unstable and heterogene-
ous networks of sociotechnicians;  
 

 critical examinations of design proposals formulating interplays between transport corri-
dors and landscape trajectories.  
 

Theoretically-informed papers and case studies exploring new paths will be prioritized over con-
ventional approaches. We are, in short, inviting for an animated and interdisciplinary discussion 
on infrastructures of landscapes and vice versa. 
 
Please submit abstracts of max 250 words by email to Mattias Qviström 
(mattias.qvistrom@slu.se) and Greet De Block (greet.deblock@asro.kuleuven.be) before 1st of 
October.  
 
 

Making Alternative Food Networks Work: Hitching the Horse 
of Critique to the Wagon of Improvement 
 
In our experience, the "horse" of academic critique tends to get decoupled from the "wagon" of 
making the world a better place.  We're interested in scholarship that bridges this gap, deliber-
ately hitching critical analysis to the difficult work of improving agriculture and food sys-
tems.  Potentially generative critical perspectives include, but are not limited to, political econo-
my and political ecology, feminism, post-structuralism, new materialism, and critical 
GIS.  Specifically, we wish to include in our session(s) research that is of use to, and/or has been 
used by, groups of people who seek to create more just, sustainable social and ecologi-
cal relations through alternative food networks (AFNs). 
 
We define AFNs broadly as alternative provisioning systems that aim to avoid or combat the so-
cial and environmental abuses of the conventional food system.  Prominent examples include 
Fair Trade, values-based supply chains (VBSCs), community supported agriculture (CSA), subsist-
ence agriculture, community gardens and farms, farmers' markets, farm-to-institution arrange-
ments, farms run by food justice organizations, incubator farms, and food hubs, though this is 
not an exhaustive list.  The research can focus on any element of these AFNs, such as la-
bor processes, organizational challenges, racism and anti-racism, market exchanges, etc., and can 
emphasize the ideal, the material, the discursive, or a combination of these. 
 
We envision that work based on participatory action research, community-based participatory 
research, engaged scholarship, activist scholarship, and/or critically reflexive praxis would fit well 
into the session.  Yet, we also want to provide space for practitioners who are interested in aca-
demic theories and analysis, and in heretofore "armchair" scholars who want to move into 
more participatory roles.  The group of papers in our session(s), then, will hopefully span the con-
tinuum from practitioners to academics, with an emphasis on the middle ground rather than 
the separation. 
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Please send 250 word abstracts to Ryan Galt regalt@ucdavis.edu or Liz Carlisle lizcar-
lisle@berkeley.edu by October 10, 2012.  Detailed abstract guidelines can be found 
here: http://www.aag.org/cs/annualmeeting/call_for_papers/abstract_guidelines. 
 
 

Geographies of Peace 

 
Does the discipline of geography adequately research peace?  Has geographical inquiry focused 
on practices of war at the expense of promoting peace? Can our work create peace, rather than 
contribute to violence and war?  In this linked series of paper and panel sessions, we will create a 
space at the 2013 LA AAG meetings for a focused intellectual and political engagement at the 
nexus of peace and geography.  
 
Three sessions are in preparation for submission: 1) a session devoted to papers sharing new re-
search on geographies of peace; 2) a panel conversation on pedagogies, and the challenges and 
opportunities presented by teaching peace in the geography class room, and 3) a panel devoted 
to discussion on what activism for peace and geography can offer each other, in conversation 
with LA based activists for peace.  Local participants include persons working on and against the 
(so called) drug war, who are engaging in creative and original tactics, as well as with organizers 
of the caravan for peace and justice with dignity. We seek, especially, fresh scholarship for the 
research paper session.  More broadly, we hope that geographers and other interested persons 
in the LA/AAG area will join us as engaged audience members for the all sessions.  
 
Interested persons, please contact: 
 
1) for the paper session on research presentations, 

Amy Ross and Elizabeth Oglesby,rossamy@uga.edu and eoglesby@email.arizona.edu, 
2) for the panels on pedagogies,  

Colin Flint and James Tyner, flint@illinois.edu and jtyner@kent.edu and  
3) for the panels on activism,  

Sara Koopman and Josh Inwood, sara.koopman@gmail.comand jinwood@utk.edu.  
 

Please send abstract, queries, or expressions of interest by Oct 15, 2012. 
 
 

Liminal Geographies 
 
Liminality is a conceptual domain that has been explored in fields such as anthropology, sociolo-
gy, and the arts, but has received scant attention in geography. Part of its avoidance could be 
due to inherent contradiction: defining a place through descriptive research or mapping-the en-
terprise of classical geography-is a fundamental exercise in fixing spatial and temporal phenome-
na with clear boundaries, abstracted communities, and distinguishing physical and social charac-
teristics, whereas liminal places denote a sense of fluctuation, ambiguity, and change that defy 
naming or patterns. And yet, there are several possibilities through which place, identity, and 
change can display such complexity as to render the act of defining, simplifying, or bounding a 
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disservice to the panoply of true spatial and temporal characteristics. Is there space for a geogra-
phy of liminal spaces, times, and actions that liberates the field from the constraints of defini-
tions, binaries, homogeneity, or simplifications? 
 
We invite paper submissions from colleagues seeking to engage liminal geographies on multiple 
fronts. To be clear, we are employing a broad definition that moves beyond its use in other fields 
which denote a simple transition period between two steady states. Transition is certainly a core 
concept, but liminality in a geographic sense need not be limited to spaces or places between 
binaries, or a period of adolescence on a linear path. A richer conceptual terrain can be found 
through linking liminality with disputed territories, power vacuums, ambiguity, uncertainty, fluid 
or malleable structures, unpredictable or shifting political landscapes, or even modernity, writ 
large. Globalization is an easy entre too, and the obvious question here is whether globalization 
is creating new relationships of exchange, community, or identity that no longer fit existing mod-
els of geographic thinking? 
 
We invite papers for a multi‐session unit on liminal geographies. We propose three general 
themes, but papers need not be limited to these. 
 
a) LIMINAL SPACES New conceptions of places defined more by the complexity of interactions 
and possibilities rather than distinct patterns or states; that is, places defined by change or the 
potential for multiple transformations, rather than systems with limited outcomes. When does it 
make sense to embrace spaces of complexity for what they are, rather than try to define them 
through premature simplifications? Under what circumstances can boundaries be seen as a form 
of spatial hegemony? When does boundary‐making, either explicitly by the subjects we study or 
unconsciously as researchers and scholars, obscure other possibilities of seeing places and un-
derstanding spatial relationships? What is missed by focusing on what's contained within ortho-
dox boundaries rather than what is in, on, or around the boundary itself? What are we as geog-
raphers neglecting to see, study, and understand when we subscribe to the popular tropes of 
'neoliberal', 'state', or 'capitalist'? 
 
b) LIMINAL TIMES Liminality understood outside of its anthropological roots can be a concept 
that embraces ephemerality, wherein ambiguity, contingent assemblage, indeterminacy, and 
becoming through process are outcomes in and of themselves. Is liminality only a phase, punctu-
ated by an acute set of events that destabilize, redefine and restructure relationships in a mo-
mentary period before emerging into 'normal' patterns of stability? Contrarily, is it possible for a 
community to maintain a state of liminality, through chronic changes and perpetual instability 
triggered by ongoing interventions? Are there examples of communities, human or otherwise, 
which express several temporal periods of identity or composition simultaneously? Can colonial-
ism and/or (post-)colonialism be conceived as liminal times? What can be learned from critically 
analysing refugees and recent immigrants, wars, or life in the shadow of a drug cartel through a 
lens of liminality? What additional situations indicate liminal times? When do short-term or long‐
term time scales of geographic analysis conceal or expose liminality? 
 
c) LIMINAL ACTIONS Liminal spaces and times create situations where lived experience can trans-
form people mentally, emotionally, and spiritually, and can therefore impact individual and/or 
community decisions. The actions undertaken at these times of in-between, or upon the thresh-
old, shape agency, lead to possibilities for new perspectives, and can cause shifts in individual or 
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communal identity. We would like to explore how ideas about liminal actions can be applied to 
instances of political and cultural change within societies, including deliberate change through 
activism. What impacts affect societies experiencing liminal action, including the potential loss of 
traditional ways of life, shifting resource management, reversal of social structures, or the intro-
duction of communitas within a particular group? When and how do geographic tools, research, 
and information play a role in these transformations? What can geography contribute to these 
discussions? 
 
We look forward to organizing panelists who explore these, and possibly other themes on limi-
nality at the Los Angeles AAG meeting, April 9‐13th, 2013. With enough interest, we aim to col-
lect and edit the papers for a special issue in a journal or as an edited book.  
 
Please register for the conference, upload your abstract, then send us a copy with your PIN for 
consideration no later than Wednesday Oct. 17th. 
 
Please cc to loganh@sfsu.edu and katiem@yorku.ca Logan Hennessy, Ph.D, Assistant Professor 
of Social Sciences Liberal Studies Program, San Francisco State University Katherine MacDonald, 
Ph.D Candidate Department of Geography, York University, Toronto. 

 
 

Recent Innovations in Third Sector Responses to Food In-
security  
 
As defined by the World Health Organization (1996), food security refers to a state where all 
people at all times have access to sufficient, safe, nutritious food to maintain a healthy and active 
life. As growing literature indicates however, not all individuals across North America have prox-
imate access to safe and nutritious food. Moreover, rising income inequality, stagnant social as-
sistance levels, and rising food prices leave many without the financial ability to purchase suffi-
cient quantities of food to feed themselves and their families. Feeding America (2012), the US’s 
largest non-profit hunger relief charity estimates that in 2010 nearly 15% of Americans 
experienced some form of food insecurity. 
 
The non-profit response to rising food insecurity has been significant. Food banks and pantries 
exist in most communities, alongside other emergency food responses like soup kitchens and hot 
meal programs. While these programs began as ad-hoc responses to immediate hunger and pov-
erty in their  local communities, in recent years many of these have become increasingly sophis-
ticated and innovative in their fundraising, programming, and marketing. Many of these 
efforts have been made possible by growing collaboration between like-minded non-profit or-
ganizations, in an attempt to increase the volume and quality of food provided to recipients. 
 
This session seeks to critically examine these recent innovations in terms of their ability to feed 
clients food of sufficient quality and quantity, and provide meaningful assistance that improves 
lives  in the long-term. Papers could examine food banks, soup kitchens, hot meal programs, 
community gardens, community kitchens, neighbourhood food mapping, and collaboration be-
tween non-profit organizations working towards food security, for example but all work on non-
profit responses to food security is welcome sally.turner@mail.utoronto.ca.  
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Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting Special Series 
Land Systems Science Symposium  
 
A special symposium focused on research advances and needs in the geographical dimensions of 
land systems and land change is being organized to take place within the 2013 AAG Annual Meet-
ing in Los Angeles. Land systems and land change are rapidly growing in importance in both re-
search and policy at local, regional, national and international scales.  Advances in understanding 
of the relationships of land with human and environmental systems, developments in measure-
ment and monitoring of change, use of advanced GIS/remote sensing and modeling technologies, 
the increased availability of datasets, and increasing capability for modeling and analysis of 
change give opportunities to offer new insights into land systems and the nature of change. 
 
The symposium will be made up of a series of paper sessions.  Geographers and others with ac-
tive research expertise and interests in land use, land systems and land change science will par-
ticipate. This symposium builds on a long tradition of research in land use and land cover, and of 
coupled human and natural systems within Geography, the focus provided by the Journal of Land 
Use Science and Land, and interests of the land change science community. 
 
Papers addressing the symposium theme are encouraged, and particularly papers that are di-
rected at the provisional list of session titles.  Additional sessions will be considered based on 
abstracts submitted.  Paper sessions presenting case studies of land systems and change in dif-
ferent regions of the world will provide a basis for comparative analysis and synthesis; other pa-
per sessions will explore methodological and human and environmental aspects of land systems. 
 
Provisional session titles: 
 
•      Case studies of land systems and change in 
 a)      North America 
 b)      Latin America 
 c)      Europe 
 d)      Australasia 
 e)      Africa 
 f)      Asia 
•       Analysis and modeling change 
•       Human dimensions of land systems 
•       Environmental dimensions of land systems 
•       Emerging issues 
 

Titles and abstracts for papers, conforming to AAG annual meeting guidelines, initially should be 
submitted to Richard Aspinall (r.aspinall@abdn.ac.uk) as soon as possible and before 10 October 
2012.  Please indicate which of the symposium sessions your paper is most suited to. 
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2013 Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting Field Trips 
“Then and Now:  
Farms and Ranches in the West San Fernando Valley”  
 
Gina Thornburg, doctoral candidate in the Department of Geography at Kansas State University 
and a former RGSG board member, is organizing a field trip to be cosponsored by the RGSG and 
the new Geographies of Food and Agriculture Specialty Group. Tentatively titled “Then and Now: 
Farms and Ranches in the West San Fernando Valley,” this field trip encompasses three sites im-
portant in the agricultural history of Los Angeles: Los Angeles Pierce College, dating to 1947 and 
providing 250 acres of open space that include a working farm, equine facilities, a historic land-
mark, and a farmers market; the Leonis Adobe, a Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Landmark dating 
to 1844; and the Orcutt Ranch Horticulture Center, also a Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Landmark, 
comprising the 24-acre remnant of a 210-acre cattle ranch dating to 1926.  
 

We will take a lunch break at the iconic Fol-
low Your Heart vegetarian restaurant in 
quaint, downtown Canoga Park, a former 
agricultural community that celebrated its 
centennial in 2012. Throughout the day you 
will learn of connections to Native Americans 
and early entrepreneurs, efforts of communi-
ty activists to preserve and repurpose these 
properties, as well as the continuing role that 
Pierce College and Orcutt Ranch play in 
providing alternative means of food provi-
sioning in the West San Fernando Valley, an 
urban area that includes some of the most 
impoverished and some of the wealthiest 
communities in the City of Los Angeles. Talks 
by knowledgeable people connected to each 
site will be given. This field trip is tentatively 
being planned for Friday, April 12, and will 
last most of that day, with return to the con-
ference hotels by early evening. If time al-
lows, and field trip participants are willing, 
the trip may end with a visit to one last his-
toric ranch site, the 2,500-acre Ahmanson 
Ranch (now called the Upper Las Virgenes 
Canyon Open Space Preserve), where we 
could enjoy an easy hike before sunset in the 
beautiful Simi Hills. The cost, participant lim-

it, and final date and time are yet to be determined. Please look for more information in the AAG 
newsletter in the months before the conference, or send an email with questions in mid-
November to Gina Thornburg at gkt@ksu.edu.  

Photo from Follow Your Heart Market and Cafe 

http://www.followyourheart.com/market-cafe/ 
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Pictures from a 2012 Annual Meeting Field Trip:  
Challenges and Opportunities for Agriculture in a Rural-
Urban Fringe Area 

 
This 2012 field trip was orga-
nized by Dawn Drake and Peggy 
Jackson and co-sponsored by the 
Rural Geography Specialty Group 
and the Geographies of Food 
and Agriculture Specialty Group. 
The field trip participants went 
to eastern Pennsylvania with 
sites including Klein Farms, one 
of the few permitted Raw Milk 
producers, the Farmhouse Res-
taurant with a presentation by 
John Berry from Penn State Co-
operative Extension, and the 
Clover Hill Winery.  
         

 

 
 

Submit items for the Spring Newsletter to malelea@ucdavis.edu by March 1, 2013 
 

Photo of Klein Farms  

Photo of John Berry at the Farmhouse Restaurant Photo of Clover Hill Winery 
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