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Rural Geography Specialty Group 
2012 Annual Report 

October 12, 2012 
Submitted by Valentine Cadieux, Chair 

 
I. Mission Statement 
 
The mission statement was updated at the 2012 Business Meeting in New York. 
It is now: 
 
The Rural Geography Special Group (RGSG) promotes research and education 
related to agriculture, rural development, and rural land use.  To fulfill this 
mission, we: plan sessions for professional meetings, facilitate teaching and 
research of rural geography issues worldwide, publicize information about the 
role of geographers engaged in rural research, and promote interaction with 
organizations with similar interests, such as the IGU Commission on the 
Sustainability of Rural Systems.  
 
II. Dues Information 
We charge $5 for regular members and $1 for students (in addition to 
membership to the Association of American Geographers). We collected $842 
between 1 September 2011 and 31 August 2012.  
 
III. Officers 
Chair 
 Valentine Cadieux (till 2014) 
 University of Minnesota 
 cadieux@umn.edu 
 
Co-Chair 
[position vacant in mid year of chair term; recruitment for next year underway] 
 
Secretary/Treasurer 
 Dawn Drake (till 2014) 
 Missouri Western University 
 ddrake4@missouriwestern.edu 
 
Awards Director 
 Laura Taylor (till 2013?) 
 York University 
 taylorl9@yorku.ca  
 
Directors 
 Jill Clark (till 2014) 
 Ohio State University  
 clark.1099@osu.edu 
 

mailto:cadieux@umn.edu
mailto:ddrake4@missouriwestern.edu
mailto:taylorl9@yorku.ca
mailto:clark.1099@osu.edu


2 
 

 Nicholas Gill (till 2014) 
 University of Wollongong  
 ngill@uow.edu.au 
 
 Jesse Abrams (till 2014) 
 jesse.b.abrams@gmail.com 
 
Communications Director 
 Margareta Lelea (till 2015) 

University of California, Davis 
malelea@ucdavis.edu 
 

Regional Directors 
 Colleen Hiner (till 2013)  
 University of California, Davis 
 cchiner@ucdavis.edu 
 
 Chris Laingen (till 2015) 
 Eastern Illinois University 
 crlaingen@eiu.edu 
 
Student Directors 
 
 Renata Blumberg (till 2013) 
 University of Minnesota 
 blum0135@umn.edu 
 
 [position open as Colleen Hiner graduated mid year and was acclaimed to 
 regional director position] 
 
Margareta Lelea  and Chris Laingen were elected (for 3 year terms) at the annual 
business meeting in 2012, as part of our effort to stagger director terms and 
revive the role of regional directors. 
 
IV. Accomplishments 
 
Annual Meeting 
Among other sessions, a highlight of the 2012 Annual Meeting was the New 
Voice in Rural Geography series organized by Colleen Hiner and Renata 
Blumberg. Gina Thornburg organized a field trip to the Queens Farm Museum 
which had 8 participants and Dawn Drake organized a field trip to eastern 
Pennsylvania which had 20 participants. RGSG members also organized a talk 
that attracted considerable attention and attendence by well-known food scholar 
Janet Poppendieck (followed by a very nice dinner outing with her). The RGSG 
sponsored or co-sponsored 34 sessions (compared to 14 in 2009 and 28 in 2010 
and 2011) at the New York annual meeting.  We are in the process of connecting 
to rural themes at the regional meetings and cognate meetings. 

mailto:ngill@uow.edu.au
mailto:malelea@ucdavis.edu
mailto:cchiner@ucdavis.edu
mailto:crlaingen@eiu.edu
mailto:blum0135@umn.edu
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a. Activities Scheduled 
One of the goals we established with past Chair Marla Emery in 2008 was to 
collaborate more with other groups, including the Indigenous Peoples Specialty 
Group. Over the past five years, we have now co-sponsored several sessions 
with the IPSG, including talks by Jose Aguto, Policy Advisor for the National 
Congress of American Indians, Onandaga Chief Oren Lyons, and for this coming 
meeting, by Melissa Nelson as part of the Geographies of Hope Symposium.  
 
Our conversations with the IPSG about ongoing ways to coordinate efforts of 
common interest have also instigated more systemic checking in with other 
topical near neighbors, and we are sharing several sessions and activities with 
Geographies of Food and Agriculture and CAPE, particularly.  
 
Building institutional memory and networks 
The RGSG continues our effort to recover institutional knowledge that was lost in 
the merger of the Contemporary Agriculture and Rural Land Use and Rural 
Development Specialty Groups. Valentine Cadieux and Dawn Drake have been 
interviewing active members who were involved in those groups, and collecting 
and assembling RSGS archives held by Darrell Napton and Lisa Harrington. 
 
The RGSG also continues to work on improving our communication strategies. 
Margareta Lelea has taken on the newly renamed position of Communications 
Director from Eric Compas, who had built on past director Patrick Hurley’s efforts 
to improve communication with the list-serv and to create a better interactive web 
presence. We continued to use a wordpress blog to coordinate AAG annual 
meeting CFP information, and have transitioned a considerable amount of our 
listserv and web activity to the new AAG Knowledge Communities site. However, 
at the request of the membership, we are maintaining our independent listserv as 
a service to members who have not yet figured out the Knowledge Communities 
– and to our members who may not regularly renew membership and hence 
have interrupted access to the Knowledge Communities. Although we wish to 
support the central AAG, we also recognize that many rural geographers work in 
the public sector, NGOs, and smaller institutions that may not support their 
annual participation in the AAG meetings, and we are making an explicit 
outreach effort to remain accessible to all who are interested in RGSG activities. 
 
b. Future Plans and Directions 
 
As we connect more intentionally with other SGs and cognate groups in near 
disciplines (such as the Rural Sociological Society’s Sociology of Agriculture and 
Food Research Interest Group, whose “The Neoliberal Regime in Agri-Food: 
Crisis, Resilience and/or Restructuring” symposium Valentine Cadieux and 
several other rural geographers attended this July), we continue to consider how 
best to navigate the considerable overlap in mission – particularly with the new 
agri-food SG. 
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Perhaps in collaboration with some of these cognate groups, we still plan to 
expand our web presence, perhaps creating a Facebook page for the SG and a 
Wikipedia entry for the RGSG that outlines the history and will allow us to clearly 
define our direction.  
 
We are also continuing to work on the membership survey that has been 
advertised in the AAG Newsletter as well as through our listserv to get our 
members’ feelings on “what they want RGSG to be about to help us craft a new 
and unique mission statement that does not overlap too much with any other SG” 
(Drake).  
 
Other plans include a continuing collective effort by the Board to revitalize the 
RGSG, with the goal of cultivating more excitement about rural geography. There 
is a lot of dynamism and regular interaction among the Board members and a 
few other regulars, but a perceived apathy among the other members, as 
indicated by low attendance at the annual business meeting, a relatively small 
number of RGSG sponsored sessions, and little email traffic among members. 
As a Board, we have committed to exploring the potential for rebranding 
ourselves, perhaps to include scholars studying rural landscapes in the 
developing world rather than limiting the scope of the SG to the developed world.  
 
c. Business Meeting 
The 2012 annual business meeting was held on the evening of Sunday February 
26 in New York. Over 20 people attended.  Central themes included: 

• the official adoption of a mission statement (that has been included in our 
annual reports since 2008 but has not been officially updated with the 
AAG) 

• clarification and adoption of bylaws (to be adopted next year and filed with 
the 2014 annual report; although CARLU and Rural Development had 
bylaws, RGSG does not appear to; everyone agreed that we should build 
on an amalgam of the CARLU and RD), including acclaim of 3 year terms 

• three committees (with associated directors) were approved: Awards, 
Meeting, and Rural Networking 

 
The Awards Committee will support the awards chair; the Meeting Committee will 
help organize sessions and field trips at the annual meetings; and the Rural 
Networking Committee will work with other rural groups. The Rural Networking 
Committee will be focused on how we can connect to other groups like other SGs 
and the Sustainability of Rural Systems group of IGU. Other groups that were 
mentioned included the Rural Sociology Society, Community Development 
Society, Sociology of Food and Agriculture, American Society for Food and 
Agriculture, Rural Planners, and Agriculture, Food, and Human Values Society.  
The committee will support the communications director and help us get beyond 
sharing sponsorship of speakers to actually organizing sponsorship of sessions 
and plenary speakers in a more systematic manner.  It was also suggested that 
there be articles in the RGSG newsletter about other conferences we attend.   



5 
 

 
The next item on the agenda was a discussion of the RGSG’s relationship with 
the new Geographies of Food and Agriculture SG.  We would like to see the two 
groups work together as there is dense overlap between the two groups’ 
interests.  Gina Thornburg suggested the possibility of hosting a pre-conference 
with the two specialty groups that might involved short interactive paper 
presentations that are juried to be appointed to the program.  We will consider 
this more in the future 
 
Valentine presented information from the Chair’s meeting, including a proposal to 
have specialty group meetings in conjunction with regional meetings.  AAG is 
currently thinking about re-conceiving the regions, however, so this went no 
further right now. 
 
Gina Thornburg raised the issue of possibly doing electronic balloting in the 
future because only a small portion of the RGSG membership attends business 
meetings.  Earlier it was discussed that not all of us receive communications, so 
this may create an issue.  A motion was made by Valentine to move toward 
electronic balloting in the next year.   
  
The next item on the agenda was elections and finding volunteers to fill 
committees.  There was one nomination for each of the three open positions.  
Chris Laingen was nominated by Gina Thornburg and seconded by Dawn Drake 
for Director at Large, a position previously held by Hannah Gosnell.  Margareta 
Lelea was nominated by Valentine Cadieux and seconded by Laura Taylor for 
the Communications Director position, a position previously held by Eric 
Compas.  Innisfree McKinnon was nominated by Valentine Cadieux and 
seconded by Dawn Drake for the position of Regional Director, which was 
previously vacant.  As there was no opposition to this slate of candidates, they 
were elected by acclamation with a single ballot cast by chair, Valentine Cadieux. 
Laura Taylor agreed to chair the Awards Committee, Jill Clark agreed to chair the 
Meeting Committee, and Margareta Lelea agreed to chair the Rural Networking 
Committee and volunteers were taken. 
 
 
Building on a 2011 panel discussion related to shaping the RGSG to be most 
beneficial to its members, it was decided to continue to actively seek to sponsor 
sessions at the 2013 AAG Meeting that emphasized the RGSG’s interest in 
research in both the Global North and South as well as sessions that 
emphasized human-environment and economic research linkages.   
 
d. Awards 
The 2012 student paper winner was Erin Smith, who encouraged us to attend her 
session on Monday.  No RGSG recognition awards were granted in 2012, in part 
due to reorganization of our awards process. Instead, an awards committee was 
formed to better plan coordinated sessions and reception to go along with 2013 
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awards, which will be to Janet Momsen (the Innis Award) and Lisa Harrington 
(the Hart Award). 
 
We discussed at the business meeting that the main function of the Awards 
Committee (and subsequently the Meeting Committee) in 2013 will be to prepare 
for awarding the Hart and Innis awards.  As was mentioned earlier, for this one 
time, AAG has granted us permission to use more than the interest on the Hart 
Endowment to honor the award recipients because we have not touched it in so 
long.  Once we give the Hart Award in 2013, we should not award it again for 
about 5 years.   
 
It was proposed to have at least one session to honor the awardees with a 
modest reception to follow, possibly co-sponsored by a publisher in the LA area.  
We discussed the possibility of using a theme to unite our sessions around our 
awardees.  We may also considering contacting mentees of the awardees to 
organize a session. 
 
 
e. Newsletter Information 
We produced our annual pre-meeting spring newsletter to inform members of 
special RGSG events and update them on recent RGSG happenings and 
upcoming meetings of interest; we have also started to send quarterly mini-
newsletters to the membership (and are in the process of trying to transition 
these over to the new Knowledge Community). See RGSG website to download 
the newsletter. http://rgsg.wordpress.com/ 
 
f. 2013 Meeting Plans 
We have a number of RGSG-sponsored sessions (43) that have been organized 
for the 2013 meeting, including 11 multi-session symposia, and a field trip 
organized by Gina Thornburg (Ag in the City: Farmland and Ranches in the West 
San Fernando Valley – April 12!). 
 

• After the overwhelming success and participation of our members in the last few 
years’ New Voices in Rural Geography session, the RGSG will again be 
sponsoring New Voices in Rural Geography sessions for students, junior faculty 
and researchers new to topics in rural geography. Colleen Hiner and Renata 
Blumberg have organized two New Voices sessions. New Voices in Rural 
Geography paper sessions offer the opportunity for students, junior faculty, and 
those new to research topics in rural geography to present their work and receive 
feedback from knowledgeable people in the field.  Students who contribute to the 
New Voices in Rural Geography paper sessions are also eligible to participate in 
the Rural Geography Specialty Group’s student paper competition.  We are 
hoping to grow on our success this year and offer multiple sessions to give 
everyone interested opportunities to present research in the field of rural 
geography. This year’s New Voices will be combined with two sessions paying 
tribute to the 2013 award winners (Thursday April 11 in Westin Santa Monica D, 

http://rgsg.wordpress.com/
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starting with a noontime reception, then moving on to 3430 Rural Geography 1, 
New Voices in Rural Geography, 3530 Rural Geography 2: Gendered Rural 
Geographies, and 3630 Rural Geography 3: Session Honoring Lisa M.B. 
Harrington - 2013 Recipient of the John Fraser Hart Award for Research 
Excellence, all in the same room.) 
 
 
V.  Membership and Participation 
As of the end of 2012, according to the Knowledge Communities numbers, the 
RGSG had 277 members. (This reflects a decline from a fairly steady 
membership number (2011: 347 (185 faculty and 162 students); 2010: 354, 
2009: 337 members (169 faculty, 168 students); 2008: 335; 2007: 474 
members.) We are still looking into what happened between 2007 and 2008 
when it appears that we somehow lost 140 members, and are trying to rebuild 
relationships with CARLU members and to build a collaborative relationship with 
the new Geographies of Food and Agriculture group.  
 
VI. Financial Report 
 

8/31/11 Balance forward 
  

3,259.80  
 9/30/11 Dues collected for Sept.  2011 195.00  

 
3,454.80  

 10/31/11 Dues collected for Oct.  2011 93.00  
 

3,547.80  
 11/30/11 Dues collected for Nov. 2011 54.00  

 
3,601.80  

 12/31/11 Dues collected for Dec. 2011 78.00  
 

3,679.80  
 1/31/12 Dues collected for Jan 2012 90.00  

 
3,769.80  

 
2/13/12 

Transfer to IPSG for sponsorship of Chief Oren 
Lyons session (250.00) 3,519.80  

 2/29/12 Dues collected for Feb 2012 49.00  
 

3,568.80  
 3/31/12 Dues collected for Mar 2012 60.00  

 
3,628.80  

 4/30/12 Dues collected for Apr 2012 38.00  
 

3,666.80  
 5/31/12 Dues collected for May 2012 29.00  

 
3,695.80  

 6/30/12 Dues collected for June 2012 58.00  
 

3,753.80  
 7/31/12 Dues collected for July 2012 34.00  

 
3,787.80  

 8/1/12 Jampel - MA student research award 
 

(250.00) 3,537.80  
 8/1/12 Salkowe - PhD student research award 

 
(500.00) 3,037.80  

 8/31/12 Dues collected for Aug 2012 64.00  
 

3,101.80  
 

      8/31/12 Balance 
  

3,101.80  
  

John Fraser Hart Endowment Balance     $4,111.79 
 

http://meridian.aag.org/callforpapers/program/SessionDetail.cfm?SessionID=17282
http://meridian.aag.org/callforpapers/program/SessionDetail.cfm?SessionID=16910
http://meridian.aag.org/callforpapers/program/SessionDetail.cfm?SessionID=16910
http://meridian.aag.org/callforpapers/program/SessionDetail.cfm?SessionID=16875
http://meridian.aag.org/callforpapers/program/SessionDetail.cfm?SessionID=16875
http://meridian.aag.org/callforpapers/program/SessionDetail.cfm?SessionID=16875

