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Highlights 
 

• Join us April 10th at 8pm in San 
Gabriel B of the Westin Hotel 
for the Business Meeting. 
 

• Join us April 11th at noon in 
Santa Monica D of the Westin  
Hotel for the RGSG Awards 
Reception and following  
sessions (p.3) 

 
• Sign up to participate in the 

field trip – Ag in the City – on 
April 12th! (p.18) 

 
• To help plan your Annual 

Meeting journey, use our Quick 
Guide (p.19)  

Photo above, North Joshua Tree, 
California by Lelea, January, 2011 

 

Letter from the Chair  
 
Dear Rural Geographers, 
 
Greetings to all from the upper Midwest, where the ground 
might almost be thawing - hopefully enough to absorb some of 
the snow only just beginning to melt - and where the landscape 
is becoming legible in a novel way once again. There are all sorts 
of fascinating things going on in relation to rural landscapes this 
season; here in the north, a considerable amount of effort and 
attention has been focused on the Idle No More efforts around 
indigenous land stewardship, a topic that threads through the 
upcoming meeting's Geographies of Hope symposium co-
sponsored by our specialty group among many others, and 
organized by the Indigenous Peoples Specialty Group. In 
addition, I am excited to point to a particularly strong slate of 
sessions at the meeting this year, with a core group of RGSG 
board-organized sessions organized with the help of many 
members around themes related to the work of this year’s 
award winners Lisa Harrington and Janet Momsen (pp. 3-5). 
More information follows on this below, but the key detail is 
that there will be an RGSG awards reception kicking off a series 
of sessions organized in relation to themes of their work, 
Thursday, April 11th at noon in Santa Monica D of the Westin 
Hotel (with the sessions following in the same space). 
Congratulations, Lisa and Janet, and thank you for all you have 
given this group! We look forward to receiving a new set of 
submissions for our upcoming student research award this year. 
 
In addition, the board has been working this winter on methods 
for supporting ourselves as a relatively small specialty group 
with a quite far-flung membership. We are building on our effort 
at last year’s annual business meeting to elicit more thorough 
regional representation, and to fill out our committees 
(currently awards, communication, and networking with other 
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rural groups). Greta Lelea has been a wonderful advocate of our 
new communications efforts, and our communications 
committee welcomes suggestions and participation relating to 
communication strategies for our group. (Our 
website http://rgsg.wordpress.com and digital communications 
– see page 6) could have more interactive parts, and we would 
like to have more regular columns from the regions and from 
attendees of related conferences. I, for one, want to be able to 
yoke some of the fieldwork of rural geography with the 
vicarious view of the internet to be able to include some 
answers to contemporary Frequently Asked Questions about 
the rural landscape! (e.g. What does fracking look like in your 
region? How is dairy grazing working nearest you? What are the 
socio-spatial relations of labor immigration in your region?)  
 
If you’re planning to go to the L.A. meeting, I encourage you to 
go to the business meeting (Wednesday, 4/10/2013, from 8:00 
PM - 9:00 PM in San Gabriel B, Westin, Lobby Level, or to the 
Thursday reception) to meet (and join!) the committees and 
board. If you’re not going to be at the meeting, please be in 
touch about your interest to be involved from where you are 
(including putting forward interest in board or committee 
participation). 
  
I’m grateful to a wonderful specialty group and board for an 
interesting year. I am sorry to be missing you in L.A, but am 
looking forward to getting back to conferences soon. For both 
those at the meeting and those who cannot make it, we hope to 
be in touch with many of you to share and reflect on the 
highlights of the meeting in our next newsletter. 
  
Sincerely, 
Valentine 
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Session 3330: Rural Geography Specialty Group Awards Reception 

Lisa M.B. Harrington, Kansas State University, 2013 Recipient of the John Fraser 
Hart Award for Research Excellence in Agricultural and Rural Geographies 

Janet Henshall Momsen, University of California, Davis and University of Oxford, 
2013 Recipient of the Donald Q. Innis Award for Research Excellence in 
Agricultural and Food Geographies 

You are invited to join us in celebration of the accomplishments of our awardees and to 
cultivate community among diverse researchers of rural geographies. Our reception will 
include light refreshments – coffee, lemonade, nut mix, cookies and fruit  – from 12 noon 
until 6:20pm – or until they run out! 

Session 3430: New Voices in Rural Geography 
Time: 12:40 – 2:20pm 
Organized by: Renata Blumberg, University of Minnesota and Colleen Hiner, University of Texas, San Marcos Sponsored by RGSG 

Speakers include: 12:40 Catherine Jampel, Penn State University,Now There are Only Cows: The New Livestock Economy of the 
Ecuadorian Andes;  1:00pm Carrie Rebecca Freshour, Cornell University, How Struggles Take Place: An Inquiry into the Shifting Racial 
Politics of the UPWA; 1:20pm, Sarah Ives, Stanford University, Uprooting Autochtony in South Africa: Climate Change and Rooibos 
Tea’s Southward Creep; 1:40pm, Richard Salkowe and Jayajit Chakraborty, University of South Florida, Rural Disasters: Federal Relief 
and Community Recovery in Flood-Affected Rural Counties of the U.S.; 2:00pm, Discussant: Peter Nelson, Middlebury College 

Session 3530: Gendered Rural Geographies: Session Honoring Janet Henshall Momsen, 2013 Innis Award 

Time: 2:40 – 4:20pm 
Organized by: Margareta Amy Lelea, University of California, Davis;  Co-sponsored by RGSG, Geographic Perspectives on Women 
Specialty Group and the Geographies of Food and Agriculture Specialty Group  

Speakers include: 2:40pm, Trina Filan, University of Lethbridge, What Lies Beneath: Gender, Rural Economies, and Feminist 
Geographical Research; 3:00pm, Kimberlee Chambers, Portland State University, Gender and Agrobiodiversity Conservation: Maize in 
the Bajio of Mexico; 3:20pm, Rebecca Maria Torres, University of Texas at Austin, Life Between the Two Milpas: Tourism, Migration 
and Agriculture in the Yucatan; 3:40pm, Isabelle Kunze, Leibniz University of Hannover, Exploring Gendered Rural Spaces of 
Agrobiodiversity Management: A Case Study from Kerala, South India; 4:00pm, Janet Henshall Momsen, Univesity of California, Davis 
and University of Oxford, Gender and Fairtrade Agriculture in the Caribbean 

Session 3630: Session Honoring Lisa M.B. Harrington, 2013 Hart Award 
Time 4:40 – 6:20pm 
Organized by: Chris Laingen, Eastern Illinois University and Ryan D. Bergstrom, Gustavus Adolphus College; Sponsored by RGSG 

Speakers include: 4:40pm, Ryan D. Bergstrom, Gustavus Adolphus College, Thinking Like A Harrington: The Embedded Nature of 
Sustainability in the Last Best Place; 5:00pm, Bill Wetherholt and Laszlo J. Kulcsar, Kansas State University, Trending Towards 
Oblivion: Endangered Towns and Their Demographic Landscape on the Great Plains; 5:20pm, Guy M. Robinson, University of South 
Australia, Bushfires and Biodiversity: Enlisting the Public in Controlling Risk; 5:40pm, Katie Algeo, Western Kentucky University, 
Tribute to Lisa Butler Harrington; 6:00pm, Lisa Butler Harrington, Kansas State University, Toward Sustainability Studies and 
Sustainability Theory: Key Concepts.  

 Thursday, April 11th, 2013  in Santa Monica D, 3rd Floor, Westin Hotel 
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AAG, Rural Geography Specialty Group Awards 
You are invited… 
 

to celebrate the accomplishments of Janet Henshall Momsen and Lisa M. B. Harrington at a 
reception that will be held Thursday, April 11th at noon in Santa Monica D of the Westin Hotel 
during the AAG Annual Meeting. Light refreshments will include coffee, lemonade, fresh fruit, 
nut mix and cookies to be served until 6:20pm, or until it runs out. Lisa Harrington is the 2013 
recipient of the John Fraser Hart Award for excellence in agricultural and rural research and Janet 
Momsen is the 2013 recipient of the Donald Q. Innis award for excellence in agricultural and food 
research. 

Lisa M.B. Harrington, Professor of Geography at 
Kansas State University, is the 2013 recipient of 
the Rural Geography Specialty Group’s John Fraser 
Hart Award for Research Excellence. This award 
was established in 1988 to honor a scholar who 
has achieved and maintained excellence in the 
fields of agricultural and/or rural geography 
research.  In the 24-year history of the award, 
Harrington becomes the eleventh recipient, and 
the fourth faculty member from Kansas State 
University to have received it: Duane Nellis (1991), 
David Kromm (1997), and Stephen E. White 
(2001). 

Harrington received her PhD from the University 
of Oklahoma in 1986. Her dissertation work 
focused on land use and environmental 
conservation, specifically how U.S. Forest Service   
and National Park Service lands were used for 
research.  Her excellence in research was 
established early, as she was a finalist in 1987 for 
the AAG’s Nystrom Award.  Her research has since 

taken her from coast to coast - from the Pacific 
Northwest, to Nova Scotia, and many places in 

between - and she has reported on her work in more than 100 scholarly presentations and 63 
peer-reviewed works.  She has received research funding from such agencies as NASA, the 
National Science Foundation, and the National Institute of Global Environmental Change, and has 
also been dedicated to giving back to the research community as evidenced by her work on 
numerous NSF review panels. 

Additionally Harrington has acted in service of the AAG, as Secretary, Treasurer, and Chair of the 
Rural Geography Specialty Group’s predecessor, the Contemporary Agricultural and Rural Land 
Use (CARLU) specialty group, and has since remained very active within the AAG, acting as Chair 
of the Research Grants Committee, Great Plains/Rocky Mountain Regional Councilor, and most 
recently, as an AAG Secretary.  She is also a proud, founding member of the Quadrennial British-

Lisa M.B. Harrington, Recipient of the 2013 John 
Fraser Hart Award 
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Canadian-American Conference on Rural Geography. For more coverage, go to:  http://www.k-
state.edu/today/announcement.php?id=2974 

Janet Henshall Momsen, recipient of the 2013 Donald Q. Innis Award for excellence in 
agricultural and food research is a pioneering feminist geographer whose work focuses largely on 
intersections of gender and agriculture/ gender and the rural environment in the context of the 
Global South and Eastern Europe. She has done fieldwork in Brazil, India, California and Hungary 
and has written nearly two hundred articles and books ranging from peer-reviewed research 
articles to teaching texts and anthologies. Her foundational book, Gender and Development has 
reached a wide audience and has even been translated into Japanese.  

A founding member of the Women 
and Geography Specialty Group of the 
Royal Geographical Society, Momsen 
has continued to contribute research, 
teaching and service in this field. She 
has received Excellence in Teaching 
and Mentorship awards from the 
University of California and has many 
students who have benefitted from 
her wise guidance spanning the globe 
from Ghana to Colombia to the U.S. 
She has taught in the U.K., Canada, 
Brazil, and U.S.A. among other places.  

The title for the session in her honor 
at the Annual Meeting in LA is, 
‘Gendering Rural Geography’. This is a 
testament to how her writing 
emphasized including the voices of 
rural women in analyses of migration 
patterns, rural development, 
agriculture and the environment. She is currently engaged in research on gender and 
agrobiodiversity in India. She is a Professor Emerita of Geography from the Department of 
Human and Community Development (now Human Ecology), at the University of California, 
Davis, U.S.A. and is a Research Associate in the Department of International Development at the 
International Gender Studies Centre at the University of Oxford, United Kingdom.  

 

2013 Student Research Awards 
We are seeking submissions for Student Research Grants by May 1st, 2013 to support summer 
research. We are pleased to offer research grants to student members of the RGSG whose 
current research helps further knowledge and understanding of rural issues. Funds may be 
requested for any reasonable expense that will be incurred during the research experience and 
the award is up to $500. Please use the this application form available on the RGSG website. 
Winners are encouraged to submit an abstract to the New Voices session at the 2014 AAG 
Annual Meeting. For more information, please contact Laura Taylor (taylorL9@yorku.ca). 

Janet Henshall Momsen, recipient of the 2013 Donald Q. Innis 
Award 

 

http://www.k-state.edu/today/announcement.php?id=2974
http://www.k-state.edu/today/announcement.php?id=2974
http://rgsg.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/aag_rgsg_studentresearchgrantapp2013.doc
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AAG, Rural Geography Specialty Group Communication 
Inclusion/Exclusion: How to get messages and not receive 
duplicates! 
  
From Margareta Amy Lelea - Thank you for your patience as we organize communications in such 
a way that rural geography news may be accessible to diverse scholars in the field. In order to 
maintain continuity of communication regardless of AAG member status, we are grateful that we 
have been able to enroll the listserv (hosted by Ursinus College) as a recipient of the Knowledge 
Communities postings. If you do not have access to the AAG’s Knowledge Communities, but want 
to send a message to reach all RGSG members, send it me, Greta Lelea at malelea@ucdavis.edu 
and I will forward it for you.  

 
If you want to receive one message from the Rural Geography Specialty Group then you should 
either be a registered AAG member with access to the RGSG Knowledge Communities 
communications or be a part of the Rural Geography Specialty Group listserv. If you are both on 
the listserv and on the Knowledge Communities, then you will receive two messages. If you send 
a message to the listserv, only those who are registered on this listserv will receive messages. If 
you send a message via the RGSG Knowledge Communities, then all of the 300+ members of the 
Knowledge Community plus the 100+ members of listserv will receive the message.  
 
To avoid duplication, you may want to unsubscribe from the listserv. To do so, please send an e-
mail to LISTSERV@LISTSERV.URSINUS.EDU with the following command in the body: 
UNSUBSCRIBE AAG-RURAL. Conversely, to subscribe to the list, send a message with SUBSCRIBE 
AAG-RURAL in the body of the message. To sign into the AAG Knowledge Communities, go to: 
http://www.aag.org/cs/membership/knowledge_communities/  

We are looking to strengthen the Rural Networking Committee and representation from all of 
the AAG Divisions. The goal of the Rural Networking Committee is to develop a network of 
scholars who can commit to sending RGSG news and information about other conferences and 
groups that have relevant overlap in the U.S. and internationally. We are also looking to have at 
least one contact person who can provide updates on rural geography from each of the AAG 
divisions. If you can volunteer to help in these areas, please send me a message. Thank you in 
advance! 

 

Division Update: Association of Pacific Coast Geographers 
(APCG) 
From Innisfree Seyman-McKinnon - Last October 2012, geographers from up and down the West 
Coast convened in Olympia for three days of papers, networking, and exploration of Western 
Washington. On Friday, geographers visited Nisqually Tribal watershed restoration sites, Olympia 
National Park, and local farms. Our University of Oregon contingent made it to Olympia just in 
time to catch the tall ship Adventuress, which sailed around the South Sound on a beautiful 

mailto:malelea@ucdavis.edu
mailto:LISTSERV@LISTSERV.URSINUS.EDU
http://www.aag.org/cs/membership/knowledge_communities/
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sunny afternoon. On Friday afternoon, our visual geography session contained a number of 
presentations on the rural landscape of the American West. Paul Starrs of University of Nevada 
Reno presented on using Film Noir in teaching geography, for example using China Town to teach 
about southern California’s water wars. Katherine Helsop’s presentation focused on art, 
landscape change, and irrigation, but in the Salt River Valley, Arizona. In a Saturday morning on 
“Global Connections of Ecology” Jared Whear of Humboldt State University presented on the 
growth of wineries in Southern Oregon and Lily House-Peters of the University of Arizona 
discussed governance, riparian politics, and meandering ruminants (cows out of place) in the 
US/Mexico border region.  There were a number of presentations prospectively of interest to 
rural geographers.  

The next APCG meeting will take place at Squaw Valley, Lake Tahoe, September 25-28th, 2013. 
The association is eager to encourage student participation in meetings. There are a number of 
research grants, travel grants, and paper awards available to students each year. Some students 
have been able to get enough travel funding to completely cover the cost of their participation. 
Presenting at an APCG meeting is a great way for students to get feedback on their research and 
network with other geographers in the region. I am looking to create organized sessions for the 
Squaw Valley meeting around rural geography. This would be a great opportunity to exchange 
information about recent research in a relaxed setting. If you are in the Pacific Region, please 
consider participating. It would be great to get together an entire day of sessions on rural 
themes! Please be on the lookout for my call for papers and encourage your students to consider 
participating.  

Division Update: Great Plains – Rocky Mountain 

The next regional conference is October 10 – 12, 2013 at the University of Nebraska at Omaha. 
Please contact Karen Falconer Al-Hindi for more information at: 
kfalconeralhindi@mail.unomaha.edu. 

Division Update: New England - St. Lawrence Valley  
The New England-St. Lawrence Valley (NESTVAL) Geographical Society, an AAG Division, was held 
in Farmington, Maine in October 2012.  Several papers on rural geography were scattered 
throughout the program.  Topics included: rural education, watershed management, rural 
recreation, forest ecology, rural water quality, hydraulic fracturing, banana farming, rattlesnake 
roundups and coastscapes.  Rural space is the common thread among these diverse papers. 
 

Quadrennial Rural Geography Conference, 2015   
Every four years geographers from the rural specialty groups of the Association of American 
Geographers, Royal Geographic Society and Canadian Association of Geographers meet to share 
research as well as to travel and to experience rural areas of the host country. These geographers 
are joined by geographers from Australia, New Zealand, and Ireland (as well as Francophone 
Canada). The last meeting was held in Canada in 2011. Currently, an edited volume of presented 
research is being produced from these meetings and will be published by the Rural Development 
Institute at Brandon University. The next meeting will be hosted by the Rural Geography 
Research Group and held in the UK. A small number of delegates are sent from each specialty 
group. Watch this newsletter for updated information as we get closer to the meetings in 

mailto:kfalconeralhindi@mail.unomaha.edu
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2015. Finally, to read more, see the abstract from Harrington and Robinson’s presentation at last 
year’s AAG:  

At a meeting in Guelph in 1985, rural geographers from the respective specialty groups 
in Canada, the UK, and the US decided to create a conference series with meetings to be 
held every four years, rotating among the three countries and specifically involving a 
limited number of participants from these three groups.  The first of these was held in 
England in 1991, with following meetings in the US in 1995, Canada in 1999, England in 
2003, the US in 2007, and Canada in 2011.  During this period, meetings have remained 
intentionally small-limited to the capacity of a tourbus–and have continued to involve 
rural geographers from mainly Anglophone countries, though some participants have 
come from Australia, New Zealand, and Ireland (as well as Francophone Canada).  Each 
conference has resulted in one to two book volumes, but even more importantly each 
conference has provided the opportunity for the creation of a community of scholars 
with similar interests, 
including graduate students 
to very senior 
academicians.  This paper 
describes the format and 
history of the conferences, 
including the sharing of 
current thematic foci in 
rural geography. 

http://meridian.aag.org/callforp
apers/program/AbstractDetail.c
fm?AbstractID=43129 

Research 
Highlights 
 

In this section, we seek to 
illustrate some of the types of 
research being done by 
geographers that interrogate 
different aspects of the concept 
of rurality, or which analyze 
processes relevant to rural 
spaces. The research highlights 
presented are at various stages 
with some still recruiting 
research participants and 
others at completion.  

 
Photo by Hiner, 2008 

http://meridian.aag.org/callforpapers/program/AbstractDetail.cfm?AbstractID=43129
http://meridian.aag.org/callforpapers/program/AbstractDetail.cfm?AbstractID=43129
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Calaveras County - Rurality on the Fringe: Colleen Hiner  
Colleen Hiner, Southwest Division Representative (formerly a Graduate Student Representative) 
to the RGSG Board of Directors, completed her doctoral dissertation in July 2012. Her 
dissertation examines how perceptions of rural character influence land use decisions and land 
management. 

 The title of her dissertation is Changing Landscapes, Shifting Values: A Political Ecology of the 
Rural-Urban Interface. In it, she analyzes the different perspectives of rural life that are evident 
along the rural-urban interface, especially in those places on the urbanizing fringe. Such divisions 
exist even in places like Calaveras County, California, which virtually all stakeholders would label 
as “rural.” Given its relative proximity to urban centers and its amenity-rich character, Calaveras 
County, like other Sierra Nevada foothill counties, is experiencing population growth and 
attendant land use change. In-migrants, whether framed more broadly as amenity migrants or 
more specifically as exurbanites, hail from urban locales in search of an idealized rural lifestyle 
and landscape. These idealized notions can at times run counter to prevailing and/or historically 
predominant uses and value systems. As such, the rural-urban interface represents a changing 
environmental context and is a locus of political, cultural and economic activity.  

Using a regional political ecology and actor-oriented approach, Hiner examines the discord and 
cooperation present in land use decision-making using three case studies of very different land 

Photo by Hiner, 2008  
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use outcomes in Calaveras County. She frames these cases as “defining moments” in both 
physical-environmental as well as sociopolitical terms, demonstrating that there are a range of 
perspectives present along the rural-urban interface which impact the public perception of land 
managers and the activities pursued on their land. Each case represents a different outcome, a 
different way of dealing with changing landscapes and lifestyles along the rural-urban interface.  
Using these cases, she investigates the values various rural residents embrace and how they 
mobilize those values and ideologies to influence, enact, and, at times, contest land use change. 

The project offers insights into the interests and motivations of rural land users and stakeholders 
and the rationales used in land use decision-making as landscapes are transformed by social, 
political and economic transition. In a time when rural places seem to be in constant flux, as 
lifestyles change and landscapes shift, attention to the interface, to the edge, of rurality can be 
highly informative about rurality as a whole. Hiner ultimately argues for a re-conceptualization 
the rural-urban interface to encompass both the physical-material and the sociopolitical, 
situating contrasting people and places in an ongoing negotiation of place and environmental 
meaning. Because as rural-urban linkages grow stronger – with the spatial elements separating 
them waning and the socio-cultural connections binding them growing stronger – understanding 
cooperation and contestation along the rural-urban edge will be critical to forging effective and 
long-lasting solutions to contemporary social, economic, and environmental problems.  

 

International Migration in Rural America: Jason Patrick 
Holcomb  
For many years, Jason Patrick Holcomb from Morehead State University in Kentucky has been 
researching the latest turn in the storied history of harvest labor in the American Great Plains.   

Photo by Holcomb 
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That turn is the use of foreign non-immigrant labor by mobile custom harvesters for their annual 
summer wheat harvest trek from south to north and also harvesting a variety of fall crops. Like 
many other agricultural operations, custom harvesters now hire foreign labor due to a shortage 
of domestic labor. They use the H-2A temporary agricultural visa or the J-1 visa, and some of the 
most common source countries are South Africa, New Zealand, Australia, the United Kingdom, 
Ireland, and Romania, though there is a long list of additional European sending countries. These 
source countries are different from those of most other agricultural employers whose foreign H-
2A workers come almost exclusively from Latin America. In this way custom harvesting labor 
remains unique.  

Most custom harvesters that use foreign labor also use the services of labor placement 
businesses, which have emerged as a response to their labor needs. They do the paperwork for 
the visa applications and are involved in recruiting in the sending countries. In some ways the 
situation is a return to the harvest labor problems of the early 20th century when tens of 
thousands of harvest hands came from within and outside the region every summer, and public 
and private labor bureaus were used to recruit and distribute them. And just as there were critics 
then of the public labor bureaus, today the H-2A visa program is fraught with problems. For 
example, some custom harvesters were unable to make it to their first jobs in Texas 2012 
because the wheat was ready to harvest before their workers arrived.  

Holcomb has written a lengthy manuscript of the history of Great Plains harvest labor, 
government involvement, and changes in harvest technology from the early 20th century to the 
present and is currently seeking publication. With the help of a Romanian student he is also 
beginning to collect information about past and present workers from Romania. Finding such 
information about employees is one of the most difficult parts of the research and they are in the 
process of recruiting more interviewees for their research.  

 

Oklahoma Farm-to-School Program: Gina Thornburg 
For her doctoral dissertation project, Gina K. Thornburg, PhD candidate in the Department of 
Geography at Kansas State University investigates farmers’ experiences, motivations, practices, 
and perceptions regarding the Oklahoma Farm to School (FTS) Program. In 2006 the state of 
Oklahoma established its FTS program to encourage school districts to purchase Oklahoma-
grown agricultural products and incorporate these into school meals. Advocates of FTS programs 
also promote them as beneficial to rural economies. Rather than focus on the consumer end of 
FTS efforts, Thornburg focuses on the producer segment of the FTS supply networks. In this case 
study, her qualitative methods include a mail survey to Oklahoma farmers, two stints of 
fieldwork in Oklahoma, in fall 2011 and fall 2012, where she conducted semi-structured and 
open-ended interviews and participant observation, and archival research. Drawing upon the 
literatures in alternative agrifood geographies, the sociology of agriculture, and school nutrition, 
Thornburg situates Oklahoma’s FTS Program as a paradigmatic case demonstrating a top-down 
approach to FTS implementation in which food-procurement links are made between individual 
farmers and one or more schools or school districts. This model contrasts with FTS programs in 
which farmers aggregate their produce before marketing it to schools or school districts. 
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In fall 2011, an Oklahoma farmer gives Gina Thornburg a tour of his hoophouse where he grows produce for a 
community supported agriculture project, a caterer, a farmer’s market and a local school district.  

Preliminary findings from her work suggest that FTS programs may not offer significant, long-
term market opportunities for small-scale growers, who compose the majority of Oklahoma’s 
farm population. The first publication from her dissertation research will appear as a chapter in 
the edited book Understanding Change and Development: Perspectives from Rural Geography, 
published by the Rural Development Institute, Brandon University, Brandon, Manitoba, in 2013. 
A Dissertation Research Grant from the Association of American Geographers helped fund the 
fieldwork in fall 2012. And a grant from the Rural Geography Specialty Group of the AAG helped 
fund participation in the 2011 British, Canadian, and American Rural Geographers Conference in 
Brandon, Manitoba. Thornburg is grateful to both organizations for this support. 

 

Notable News 
Professor Emeritus of Geography and the New Agricultural 
Commission to Support Local Food Production in Starks, 
Maine, USA 
 
The Town of Starks (see "Notable News" in Rural Geography News (Fall 2012)) is the first 
municipality in Maine to establish an Agricultural Commission to promote local farming through 
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public relations, land use planning and assistance in production and marketing.  Starks, a rural 
community in central Maine with a population of approximately 640 residents, has a long 
agrarian tradition involving sheep, dairy, beef, vegetables and sweet corn canning. Thirty years 
ago, milk was the mainstay of the community's economy.  Today, only one dairy farm remains 
but many small and mid-sized farms produce wool, lamb, honey, beef, goat and goat cheese, 
llamas, horses, eggs, seed corn, wheat, hay, vegetables and fruits.  Most of the operations are 
part-time and blend into the landscape.  Seven of the top ten property tax payers in the town are 
farmers. Public opinion surveys conducted while updating the town's comprehensive plan in 
2011-2012, documented support of agriculture.  The plan was adopted by referendum in 
November 2012 and the first action taken by the local town administrative body to implement 
the plan's many recommendations was to establish an Agricultural Commission. Paul B. Frederic, 
Professor Emeritus of Geography from the University of Maine, Farmington is active with the 
town’s local governance.  
 
For more information, see Rachel Ohm’s article in the Kennebec Journal: 
http://www.kjonline.com/news/starks-agriculture-group-first-in-maine_2013-01-
19.html?pagenum=2 
 
 
 

 
 Photo of Paul B. Frederic by Michael G. Seamans, Kennebec Journal, published January 19th, 2013 

http://www.kjonline.com/news/starks-agriculture-group-first-in-maine_2013-01-19.html?pagenum=2
http://www.kjonline.com/news/starks-agriculture-group-first-in-maine_2013-01-19.html?pagenum=2
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Geographer as Creator and Co-Producer of WEIU Four 
River’s Agriculture Report Segment, “On the Map” 

 
Chris Laingen, of Eastern 
Illinois University has 
recently partnered with 
EIU's PBS channel (WEIU-
TV) to produce a new 
segment called "On the 
Map" for their weekly TV 
show "The Four Rivers Ag 
Report", hosted by Fred 
Peralta.  Every two weeks 
he creates maps based on 
some ag-related 
topic/variable and then 

discusses the geographic patterns shown on the map, the story behind the map, and why it 
might be important.  His hope is to bring exposure to the discipline of Geography—through the 
power of maps—to WEIU viewers in east-central Illinois. 

 

Organic Garden at Southern Illinois University 
 
The Southern Illinois University 
student organic garden continues to 
thrive:  LOGIC (Local Organic 
Gardening Initiative of Carbondale) is 
a student organization, with Leslie 
Duram as the faculty advisor. 
Duram's geography students started 
the garden five years ago and it has 
since grown into a flourishing 
example of student initiative, 
creativity, and determination. LOGIC 
sells produce on campus and 
succeeds with completely volunteer 
labor, overseen by a Grad Assistant, 
who is funded through Duram's 
campus Green Fund grant. 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Lo
cal-Organic-Gardening-Initiative-of-
Carbondale/114400155295946?fref=
ts 
 

Photo from the Four Rivers Ag Report website, 2013: 
http://www.weiu.net/four_rivers_ag/ 

 

Photo from the LOGIC Facebook page, 2013 

 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Local-Organic-Gardening-Initiative-of-Carbondale/114400155295946?fref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Local-Organic-Gardening-Initiative-of-Carbondale/114400155295946?fref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Local-Organic-Gardening-Initiative-of-Carbondale/114400155295946?fref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Local-Organic-Gardening-Initiative-of-Carbondale/114400155295946?fref=ts
http://www.weiu.net/four_rivers_ag/
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Transdisciplinary Food Systems at the University of Vermont 
 

This year the University of Vermont launched the first phase of a transdisciplinary Food Systems 
Masters' Program. In Fall 2012, five students were admitted to the research track, a two-year 
program designed for students who anticipate going on to doctoral programs or who will engage 
in applied research in the field. These students take both social science and science coursework 
and are trained in qualitative and research methods. The second phase, an accelerated 
professional track designed for people working in the fields of food policy, agriculture, nutrition, 
and the food industry, will begin in Fall 2013, and will raise the total number of students to 15-
20. Cheryl Morse, a rural geographer at UVM, has been serving on the steering committee for 
this program, and specifically 
has worked on admissions 
criteria and the curriculum for 
the professional track. She 
reports that the first cohort of 
students are engaged in truly 
fascinating research projects 
that successfully cross 
disciplines. 

 

Sustainable Research Area, University of California, Davis 
 

Innovative interconnections have been made to bridge an experiential living and learning 
community, the Baggins End Domes in the Sustainable Research Area at the University of 
California, Davis (UCD), with academic projects including connections to Geography, Human 

Ecology, Environmental 
Engineering and 
Sustainable Agriculture and 
Food Systems. This 4.4 acre 
community has been 
described as an oasis of 
rurality on the UC Davis 
campus, in the City of 
Davis. It is home to a new 
energy project led by Kurt 
Kornbluth of UCD’s D-Lab. 
UCD Geography Faculty 
Ryan Galt and Chris Benner 
have both brought classes 
to the site. Geography 
Graduate Group doctoral 
candidate JayLee. Tuil and 
alumna Margareta Lelea 

Photo from the University of Vermont website, 2013: 
http://www.uvm.edu/foodsystems/ 

Photo of the Baggins End Domes, UC Davis, by Eli Austin, 2010 

http://www.uvm.edu/foodsystems/
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were active with the community. For an article from UC Davis Dateline by Clifton Parker, see: 
http://dateline.ucdavis.edu/dl_detail.php?id=13827 . For an illustrated narrative of the struggle 
to keep this space a part of campus by Alfred Twu, see: 
http://www.ocf.berkeley.edu/~atwu/firstcultural/domes.html  

 

Recent Research Grants and New Hires  
This is a partial list, submitted by RGSG members. 

Jesse Abrams, 2012. Postdoctoral Fellow, Ecosystem Workforce Program, Institute for a 
Sustainable Environment, University of Oregon. 

 Jill K. Clark, 2012.  "Visualizing the Food Policy Domain" Food Innovation Center, Ohio State 
University. $3,000. Principal Investigator. 

Colleen Hiner, Assistant Professor, Texas State University-San Marcos. 

 

Recent Publications:  
This is a partial list, submitted by RGSG members. 

Abrams, J., & Bliss, J. C. (2012). Amenity Landownership, 
Land Use Change, and the Re-Creation of “Working 
Landscapes”. Society & Natural Resources, (ahead-of-
print), 1-15. 

Cadieux, K.V. and Blumberg, R. (2013). Food security in 
systemic context. In Paul Thompson et al., 
(eds.), Encyclopedia of Food and Agricultural Ethics, 
Springer: http://www.springerreference.com/docs/ht
ml/chapterdbid/307517.html  

Cadieux, K.V. & Taylor, L. (eds.) (2012). Landscape and the 
Ideology of Nature in Exurbia: Green Sprawl. An edited 
collection of 11 chapters including by other RGSG 
members. New York: Routledge.  

Harrington, L.M.B. (2012). Sustainability Science. In 
Berkshire Encyclopedia of Sustainability, Vol 6: 
Measurements, Indicators, and Research Methods for 
Sustainability.  Great Barrington, MA: Berkshire.  

Hurley, P. A (2013). Political ecology of place making in 
Central Oregon. In Stewart, W., D. Williams, and L. Kruger 
(eds). Place-based conservation: Perspectives from the 
social sciences. Springer.  

http://www.routledge.com/books/detai
ls/9780415637152/. 

http://dateline.ucdavis.edu/dl_detail.php?id=13827
http://www.ocf.berkeley.edu/~atwu/firstcultural/domes.html
http://www.springerreference.com/docs/html/chapterdbid/307517.html
http://www.springerreference.com/docs/html/chapterdbid/307517.html
http://www.springer.com/environment/environmental+management/book/978-94-007-5801-8
http://www.springer.com/environment/environmental+management/book/978-94-007-5801-8
http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9780415637152/
http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9780415637152/
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Inwood, SM, Clark, JK, Smith, MB. The Differing Values of Multi-generation and First-generation 
Farmers: Their Influence on the Structure of Agriculture at the Rural Urban Interface. In Rural 
Sociology. (Forthcoming). 

Laingen, C., and L.M.B. Harrington. (2013).  Agricultural Geography.   In B. Warf (ed.) Oxford 
Bibliographies in Geography. New York: Oxford University 
Press.  (Forthcoming):     http://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/obo/page/geography 

Note from Chris Laingen - Lisa Harrington and I—after having discussed 
this at the 2012 AAG meeting in NYC—decided to partner on this 
project.  The annotated bibliography, which covers some ~160 articles, 
books, journals, atlases, and other resources, is scheduled to be released 
through Oxford University Press' new "Oxford Bibliographies Online" 
(http://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/) in February 2013.  This dynamic 
project will involve continual updates, so I encourage all RSGS members 
to please send me (crlaingen@eiu.edu) citations that they deem worthy 
of possible inclusion in this wonderful resource specifically designed for 
those interested in Agricultural Geography. 

Laingen, C.R. (2012). Delineating  the 2007 Corn Belt Region. Papers of the Applied Geography 
Conferences 35: 174-182. 

Note from Chris Laingen - This paper offers up a new definition / boundary for the Corn Belt 
region.  Not since 1950, when the USDA delineated a Corn Belt boundary, has a new, 
contemporary regional definition been created.  The Corn Belt, and the agricultural practices 
contained within, have undergone dramatic changes over the past half-century.  Areas within 
the 1950 region that once produce corn no longer do so today, while areas once peripheral 
to the Corn Belt are indeed within its bounds today.  This paper, using thresholds related to 
land area used for corn production, production totals, and monetary variables that measure 
the economic impact to counties of growing corn, offers a new and improved Corn Belt 
boundary that others can use to bound their own studies within this ever-changing region. 

O’Brien, K., M. Pelling, A. Patwardhan, S. Hallegatte, A. Maskrey, T. Oki, U. Oswald-Spring, T. 
Wilbanks, and P.Z. Yanda, with contributing authors F. Berkhout, R. Biggs, H. Günter Brauch, 
K. Brown, C. Folke, L. Harrington, H. Kunreuther, C. Lacambra, R. Leichenko, R. Mechler, C. 
Pahl-Wostl, V. Przyluski, D. Satterthwaite, F. Sperling, L. Sygna, T. Tanner, P. Tschakert, K. 
Ulsrud, and V. Viguié.  (2012).  Toward a sustainable and resilient future.  In: Managing the 
Risks of Extreme Events and Disasters to Advance Climate Change Adaptation. C.B. Field, et 
al., (eds.)  Special report of Working Groups I and II of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC). Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, UK, pp. 437-486.  Online 
at http://www.ipcc-wg2.gov/SREX/.  

Spellerberg, I., D. Fogel, S. Fredericks, and L.M.B. Harrington, eds.  (2012).  Measurements, 
Indicators, and Research Methods for Sustainability.  Berkshire Encyclopedia of Sustainability, 
Vol 6. Great Barrington, MA: 
Berkshire.  www.berkshirepublishing.com/brw/product.asp?projid 

 

Send in 
your 

items! 

http://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/obo/page/geography
http://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/
mailto:crlaingen@eiu.edu
http://www.ipcc-wg2.gov/SREX/
http://www.berkshirepublishing.com/brw/product.asp?projid
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2013 Annual Meeting in Los Angeles 
Registration and Program Links 
 

Although registration rates went up March 15th, it is still possible to register for the upcoming 
Annual Meeting. For registration information, go to: 
http://www.aag.org/cs/annualmeeting/register. The program is available online and there is also 
a new mobile app that can be downloaded: http://m.core-apps.com/aagam2013. 

One of the themes that we would like to highlight is Activist Geographies. A list of sessions 
included can be found at: http://www.aag.org/cs/AM2013/ActivistGeographies. RGSG is a co-
sponsor of the Geographies of Hope Symposia. The program can be accessed online at: 
http://www.indigenousgeography.net/IPSG/pdf/Geogs%20of%20Hope%20Symposium%20AAG%
20LA%202013-Booklet.pdf 

 

Register for the All-Day Field Trip: “Ag. in the City: 
Farmland and Ranches of the West San Fernando Valley” 
 
Although online registration is closed, you may still register for field trips on-site at the 
conference. The all-day field trip Friday, April 12 "Ag in the City: Farmland and Ranches of the 
West San Fernando Valley" (no. 28) costs $71. 
 
This field trip, sponsored by the Rural Geography and the Geographies of Food and Agriculture 
Specialty Groups, will take participants to the Los Angeles Pierce College which includes a 
working farm, the Leonis Adobe landmark which dates back to 1844, and the Orcutt Ranch 
Horticulture Center which is a 24 acre remnant of a 210 acre cattle ranch. A stop in Canoga 
Park will be included for lunch at the Follow Your Heart vegetarian restaurant. These sites were 
chosen to illustrate alternative means of food provisioning in a region that includes both 
wealthy and impoverished communities. Time permitting, the field trip may also include a visit 
to Ahmanson Ranch (also called the Upper Las Virgenes Canyon Open Space Preserve). Come 
enjoy this journey with us! 

 
 
Photo of a barn 
and oak tree at 
the Leonis Adobe 
Museum from 
their website.  

  

http://www.aag.org/cs/annualmeeting/register
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001o-hqG67dFnyL7AtyjwZ7Llat9DFmExus0l3mxGucBgAscbcUnjC-TfC5BvwTraPmcOZQaVpzZSSNGwyzpg5cyNbSaqNgkxfDO9_e1I3nQpgOvxuV9BFmgmkNzG-7dlkNfna_fCl0BMpr9AL4AsEouH8eRIRapZCe-A-WgSngjuHUNxXQwJ-Ar_fyHuHAVv9xjtdqoNc8FlEexqWYrUdUD1_KwgKL-1pAOg3mx8q9jqNVB2KpeUhDYehnBa5iDIuR
http://www.aag.org/cs/AM2013/ActivistGeographies
http://www.indigenousgeography.net/IPSG/pdf/Geogs%20of%20Hope%20Symposium%20AAG%20LA%202013-Booklet.pdf
http://www.indigenousgeography.net/IPSG/pdf/Geogs%20of%20Hope%20Symposium%20AAG%20LA%202013-Booklet.pdf
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AAG Rural Geography Specialty Group - Quick Guide, April 9th, 2013 

8:00 - 9:40am Crises in the countryside? 
Part 1: Global crises, local 
responses  
 
Laguna Parlor 3048, 
Westin 
 

Current Agrarian 
Transformations in 
Brazil 
 
Malibu Parlor 3078, 
Westin 

 

10:00 - 11:40am Crises in the countryside? 
Part 2: Responding to 
crises, preparing for the 
future 
 
Laguna Parlor 3048, 
Westin 
 

 Making Alternative 
Food Systems Work I: 
Local and Regional 
Food Systems 
 
Palos Verdes, Lobby, 
Westin 

12:40 - 2:20pm Crises in the countryside? 
Part 3: Local crises, 
alternative futures  
 
Laguna Parlor 3048, 
Westin 

Critical Rural 
Geographies of 
Agrarian Change and 
Rural Restructuring 1 
 
La Brea, Lobby, Westin 
 

Making Alternative 
Food Systems Work II: 
Values-Based Supply 
Chains 
 
Palos Verdes, Lobby, 
Westin 
 

2:40 - 4:20pm  Critical Rural 
Geographies of 
Agrarian Change and 
Rural Restructuring 2 
 
La Brea, Lobby, Westin 

Making Alternative 
Food Systems Work 
III: Knowing and 
Growing Food: 
Science, Policy, and 
Alternative Discourses 
 
Palos Verdes, Lobby, 
Westin 
 

4:40 - 6:20pm 'Tackling Sustainability 
during the 
environmental, food and 
fiscal crisis: challenges 
and opportunities? 
 
Santa Anita B, Lobby, 
Westin 

Critical Rural 
Geographies of 
Agrarian Change and 
Rural Restructuring 3  
 
La Brea, Lobby, Westin 

Making Alternative 
Food Systems Work 
IV: Urban Food Justice 
 
Palos Verdes, Lobby, 
Westin 
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Rural Geography Specialty Group - Quick Guide, April 10th, 2013 

8:00 - 9:40am  Making Alternative Food Systems 
Work V: How Can Universities and 
Researchers Help? Action 
Research and Collaboration 
 
Los Feliz, Lobby, Westin 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

10:00 - 
11:40am 

Geographies of Agri-
Food Systems I  
 
Melrose, Level 2, The LA 
Hotel 

Making Alternative Food Systems 
Work VI: A Panel Discussion 
Through Open Space  
 
Los Feliz, Lobby, Westin 

Geographies of Hope 1: 
Navigating by Song: Renewing 
the Cultural Geographies of 
Native Peoples 
 
Beaudry B, Lobby, Westin 
 

12:40 - 
2:20pm 

Geographies of Agri-
Food Systems II  
 
Melrose, Level 2, The LA 
Hotel 

People and Plants: Sustainable 
Use, Valuation, and Conservation 
of Natural Resources, including 
Non-Timber Forest Products 
(NTFPs)  
 
Malibu Parlor 3058, Westin 

Geographies of Hope 2: 
Plenary: What exactly are 
geographies of hope? What is 
hope?  
 
Beaudry B, Lobby, Westin 

2:40 - 4:20pm Geographies of Agri-
Food Systems III  
 
Melrose, Level 2, The LA 
Hotel 
 

 Geographies of Hope 3: 
Hopeful Political Geographies 
I* 
 
Beaudry B, Lobby, Westin 

4:40 - 6:20pm Geographies of Agri-
Food Systems IV  
 
Melrose, Level 2, The LA 
Hotel 
 

 Geographies of Hope 4: 
Hopeful Political Geographies 
II* 
 
Beaudry B, Lobby, Westin 

8:00 – 9:00pm Rural Geography 
Specialty Group 
Business Meeting  
 
San Gabriel B, Lobby, 
Westin 
 

  

* RGSG is not officially listed as a co-sponsor for this particular session. 
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Rural Geography Specialty Group - Quick Guide, April 11th, 2013 

8:00 - 
9:40am 

Rural Geography in Africa, 
Asia, and Middle and South 
America I 
 
Laguna Parlor 3024, Westin** 

Urbanization, Agricultural 
Intensification, and Habitat 
Alteration in Vietnam: 
Modeling Transitional 
Development and Emerging 
Infectious Diseases: Part I 
 
Santa Monica A, Level 3, 
Westin** 

 

10:00 - 
11:40am 

Rural Geography in Africa, 
Asia, and Middle and South 
America II 
 

Urbanization, Agricultural 
Intensification, and Habitat 
Alteration in Vietnam: 
Modeling Transitional 
Development and Emerging 
Infectious Diseases: Part II 

Geographies of Hope 
5: Gaining Ground? 
Geographies of Viable, 
Equitable Agricultures 
(and the seeds 
thereof)* 
 
Beaudry B, Lobby, 
Westin** 

12:00 – 
12:40pm 

Rural Geography Specialty 
Group Awards Reception  
 
Santa Monica D, Level 3, 
Westin 
 

  

12:40 - 
2:20pm 

Rural Geography I: New Voices 
in Rural Geography  
 
Santa Monica D, Level 3, 
Westin** 
 

Rural Out-Migration, Trans-
Border Connections, and 
Environmental Governance: I  
 
Malibu Parlor 3018, Westin* 
 

Geographies of Hope 
6: Hope and Social and 
Environmental Justice 
Geographies  
 

2:40 - 
4:20pm 

Rural Geography II: Gendered 
Rural Geographies (Session 
Honoring Janet Momsen 2013 
Recipient of the Donald Q. 
Innis Award)  

Rural Out-Migration, Trans-
Border Connections, and 
Environmental Governance: II 

Geographies of Hope 
7: Sustaining Resilience 
in the Face of Climate 
Change and its 
Mitigation* 

4:40 - 
6:20pm 

Rural Geography III: Session 
Honoring Lisa M.B. Harrington 
- 2013 Recipient of the John 
Fraser Hart Award for 
Research Excellence 

 Geographies of Hope 
8: Geographies of "Mas 
Alla": Cosmologies, 
Dreams, Emotions, 
Healing and "Other" 
Hopeful  Geographies 
Be(y)on(d) the Map 

**Session location is listed only in the first of a series of sessions. 
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Rural Geography Specialty Group - Quick Guide, April 12th, 2013 

Field Trip (Pre-registration required) 

Ag in the City: Farmland and Ranches in the West San Fernando Valley  

8:00 - 9:40am Soy Production in South 
America (1): 
Globalization, 
Regionalization, and new 
Agro-Industrial 
Landscapes 
 
Malibu Parlor 3038, 
Westin 
 

  

10:00 - 11:40am Soy Production in South 
America (2): 
Globalization, 
Regionalization, and new 
Agro-Industrial 
Landscapes  
 
Malibu Parlor 3038, 
Westin 
 

 Geographies of Hope 
9: Giving Back: 
Defining Reciprocity in 
Research I 
 
Beaudry A, Lobby 
Level, Westin 
 

12:40 - 2:20pm Farms, Food and 
Agricultural Trade 
 
Hollywood Ballroom, 
Level 3, Westin 
 

 Geographies of Hope 
9: Giving Back: 
Defining Reciprocity in 
Research II 
 
Beaudry A, Lobby 
Level, Westin 
 

2:40 - 4:20pm New Directions in 
Housing and 
Homelessness Research 
 
Santa Barbara B, Lobby, 
Westin 

Geography of the 
Contemporary Global 
Food Crisis 
 
Malibu Parlor 3038, 
Westin 

Geographies of Hope 
Symposium 11: Giving 
Back: Defining 
Reciprocity in 
Research III  
 
Beaudry A, Lobby 
Level, Westin 
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Rural Geography Specialty Group - Quick Guide, April 13th, 2013 

8:00 - 9:40am Political Ecology Across 
the Rural-Urban Divide I: 
Conservation, 
Development, and 
Rural/Urban Identities 
 
Santa Monica D, Level 3, 
Westin 
 

Edible Spaces: 
Culinary Geography in 
the Built Environment 
 
Malibu Parlor 3038, 
Westin 
 

 

10:00 - 11:40am  
Political Ecology Across 
the Rural-Urban Divide II: 
Rural Cities and Other 
Urban Aspirations 
 
Santa Monica D, Level 3, 
Westin 

Devolution, 
Revolution, or Modest 
Reform? Locating 
Farm-to-Institution 
Projects and Programs 
within Geographic 
Research 
 
Palos Verdes, Lobby, 
Westin 
 

Diversity in 
Population and 
Economic Processes 
Across Rural Space 
 
Malibu Parlor 3038, 
Westin 

2:00 – 3:40pm Political Ecology Across 
the Rural-Urban Divide 
III: Rural-Urban Linkages 
 
Santa Monica D, Level 3, 
Westin 
 

  
 

4:00 – 5:40pm Political Ecology Across 
the Rural-Urban Divide 
IV: Theorizing the Rural-
Urban Divide 
 
Santa Monica D, Level 3, 
Westin 
 

  

 

 

  



Melissa	  Nelson	  	  
(Turtle	  Mountain	  Band	  of	  Chippewa	  Indians)	  

San	  Francisco	  State	  University/Cultural	  Conservancy	  
	  

SESSION	  2202:	  Geographies	  of	  Hope	  Symposium	  1:	  
NavigaJng	  by	  Song:	  Renewing	  the	  Cultural	  Geographical	  

Knowledge	  of	  NaJve	  Peoples	  

Wednesday,	  April	  10th,	  10:00	  AM	  -‐	  	  11:40	  
AM	  in	  Beaudry	  B,	  WesJn,	  Lobby	  Level	  

The	  Indigenous	  Peoples	  Specialty	  Group	  Plenary	  Speaker,	  co-‐sponsored	  by	  the	  Socialist	  and	  
CriJcal	  Geography,	  Human	  Dimensions	  of	  global	  Change,	  Cultural	  and	  PoliJcal	  Ecology,	  Rural,	  

and	  Cultural	  Geography	  Geography	  Specialty	  Groups.	  

	  	  

Since time immemorial Native Americans and Indigenous peoples have used traditional songs and chants 
to impart geographical knowledge or oral maps to others as a form of Indigenous cartography and cultural 
geography. Due to the multiple waves of colonization attempts at cultural genocide, Native peoples were 
forced to forget or lose many of these songs, chants, and oral maps, and thus lose a storehouse of 
geographical and ecological knowledge and information. Today, Native peoples around the world are 
actively revitalizing their languages, songs, and oral traditions, and are reviving their traditional forms of 
navigation whether in forests and deserts, or in waterways such as rivers and oceans. 
  
Melissa’s talk will expound on the revitalization of Native peoples "navigating by song." Contemporary 
communities are working to re-learn and remember their ancient pathways, trade routes, songlines, and 
foodsheds in a modern, post-industrial world. This presentation will specifically address two key groups 
who Melissa has worked with for over a decade: the Southern Paiute of the Colorado Plateau and their Salt 
Song Trail Project and the Maori and Hawaiian canoe cultures of the Pacific Ocean. Both Indigenous 
groups have been actively renewing their song traditions to re-learn navigational techniques and 
practices that restore their relationship to ancestral lands and waters.  
  
Through oral histories, in-depth interviews, cultural mapping, community-based research methods, and 
multimedia Melissa has researched these efforts to restore Indigenous cultural landscapes and seascapes 
through the renewal of traditional songs. 
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