
1 

 

Rural Geography Specialty Group 
2013 Annual Report 

Submitted by Valentine Cadieux, Chair 
 
I. Mission Statement 
The mission statement was updated at the 2012 Business Meeting in New York: 
 
The Rural Geography Special Group (RGSG) promotes research and education related to 
agriculture, rural development, and rural land use.  To fulfill this mission, we: plan sessions for 
professional meetings, facilitate teaching and research of rural geography issues worldwide, 
publicize information about the role of geographers engaged in rural research, and promote 
interaction with organizations with similar interests, such as the IGU Commission on the 
Sustainability of Rural Systems.  
 
II. Dues Information 
We charge $5 for regular members and $1 for students (in addition to membership to the 
Association of American Geographers); we are proposing to raise those fees to $8/$2. We 
collected $772 between 1 September 2012 and 31 August 2013.  
 
III. Officers 
Chair 
 Valentine Cadieux (till 2014, then past-chair till 2015) 
 University of Minnesota 
 cadieux@umn.edu 
 
Co-Chair (appointed to this position from Regional Director by chair) 

Ryan Bergstrom (Great Plains Rocky Mountain) (till 2018: 2013-2016 +1 year to finish 
three year chair term +1 year as co-chair) 

 Gustavus Adolphus College 
 rbergstr@gustavus.edu 
 
Secretary/Treasurer 
 Dawn Drake (till 2015) 
 Missouri Western University 
 ddrake4@missouriwestern.edu 
 
Awards Director (newly elected to this position) 
 Chris Laingen (West Lakes) (till 2015?) 
 Eastern Illinois University 
 crlaingen@eiu.edu 
 
Communications Director 
 Margareta Lelea (till 2015) 

University of California, Davis 
malelea@ucdavis.edu 
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Annual Meeting Director: Jill Clark (till 2014) (East Lakes) 
 Ohio State University  
 clark.1099@osu.edu 
 
Networking Director: Colleen Hiner (till 2016) (Southwest) 
 University of Texas, San Marcos 
 cchiner@txstate.edu 
 
Student Directors 

Jessica Breen 
University of Kentucky 
jessica.breen@uky.edu 
 
Bill Wetherholt 
Kansas State University 
insitu@k-state.edu 
 

Regional Directors 
 Middle States: Kolson Schlosser (till 2016) 
 Slippery Rock University of Pennsylvania 
 kolson.schlosser@sru.edu 
 
 Northwest: Innisfree McKinnon (till 2015) 
 University of Oregon 
 innisfre@uoregon.edu 
 

New England St. Lawrence Valley: Cheryl Morse (till 2016) 
University of Vermont  
cheryl.morse@uvm.edu 
 
Southeast: Peggy Jackson (till 2016) 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville 
pjacks07@utk.edu 
 
Canada: Trina Filan (till 2016) 
University of Lethbridge 
trina.filan@uleth.ca 

 
Directors at Large 
 Nicholas Gill (till 2014) 
 University of Wollongong  
 ngill@uow.edu.au 
 
 Jesse Abrams (till 2014) 
 jesse.b.abrams@gmail.com 
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IV. Accomplishments 
 
Annual Meeting 
A number of RGSG-sponsored sessions (43) were organized for the 2013 meeting, including 
11 multi-session symposia, and a field trip organized by Gina Thornburg (Ag in the City: 
Farmland and Ranches in the West San Fernando Valley). 
 
A significant highlight of the 2013 Annual Meeting was the programming associated with the 
2013 awards, which were to Janet Momsen (the Innis Award) and Lisa Harrington (the Hart 
Award). As discussed at the business meeting, the main function of the Awards Committee 
(and subsequently the Meeting Committee) in 2013 was to prepare for awarding the Hart and 
Innis awards, and a series of linked sessions celebrating the key themes of Harrington and 
Momsen’s work. (3430, 3530, 3630, and the New Voices Sessions). A reception followed. As 
mentees of Harrington and Momsen, Chris Laingen and Greta Lelea did some heroic work to 
organize all of this. 
 
AAG granted us permission to use more than the interest on the Hart Endowment to honor the 
award recipients because we had not used the endowment for some time. (Because of an 
error on the part of the hotel catering staff, disrupting the snacks that had been ordered, we did 
not incur any costs for the reception.) Once we give the Hart Award in 2013, we should not 
award it again for about 5 years.   
 
a. Activities Scheduled 
The RGSG continues our effort to recover institutional knowledge that was lost in the merger of 
the Contemporary Agriculture and Rural Land Use and Rural Development Specialty Groups. 
Valentine Cadieux and Dawn Drake have been interviewing active members who were 
involved in those groups, and collecting and assembling RSGS archives held by Darrell 
Napton and Lisa Harrington. 
 
The RGSG also continues to work on improving our communication strategies. Margareta 
Lelea has taken on the newly renamed position of Communications Director from Eric 
Compas, who had built on past director Patrick Hurley’s efforts to improve communication with 
the list-serv and to create a better interactive web presence. We continued to use a wordpress 
blog to coordinate AAG annual meeting CFP information, and have transitioned a considerable 
amount of our listserv and web activity to the new AAG Knowledge Communities site. 
However, at the request of the membership, we are maintaining our independent listserv as a 
service to members who have not yet figured out the Knowledge Communities – and to our 
members who may not regularly renew membership and hence have interrupted access to the 
Knowledge Communities. Although we wish to support the central AAG, we also recognize that 
many rural geographers work in the public sector, NGOs, and smaller institutions that may not 
support their annual participation in the AAG meetings, and we are making an explicit outreach 
effort to remain accessible to all who are interested in RGSG activities. 
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b. Future Plans and Directions 
In response to our concerns about falling membership rates and particularly about low 
participation in our business meetings, we are planning a lunchtime business meeting at the 
2014 meeting (between linked RGSG sessions) with hopes that this will encourage 
participation. 
 
RGSG has continued to collaborate with other specialty groups, particularly the Indigenous 
Peoples Specialty Group (e.g. co-sponsoring parts the Geographies of Hope Symposium), 
Geographies of Food and Agriculture, and CAPE. We have continued to work on more 
regularly checking in with cognate groups, and would like to have representatives on the 
networking committee who regularly update us on salient activites—as we have done with the 
regions. 
 
Building institutional memory and networks 
We continue to talk about creating a Facebook page for the SG and a Wikipedia entry for the 
RGSG that outlines the history and will allow us to clearly define our direction.  
 
We are also continuing to work on the membership survey that has been advertised in the 
AAG Newsletter as well as through our listserv to get our members’ feelings on “what they 
want RGSG to be about to help us craft a new and unique mission statement that does not 
overlap too much with any other SG” (Drake).  
 
Other plans include a continuing collective effort by the Board to revitalize the RGSG, with the 
goal of cultivating more excitement about rural geography. There is a lot of dynamism and 
regular interaction among the Board members and a few other regulars, but a perceived 
apathy among the other members, as indicated by low attendance at the annual business 
meeting, a relatively small number of RGSG sponsored sessions, and little email traffic among 
members.  
 
Colleen Hiner has proposed a field trip for 2014 on the Political Ecology of Brewing 
 
c. Business Meeting 
The 2013 annual business meeting was held on the evening of April 10 in Los Angeles. 
Sixteen people attended.  Central themes included: 

 clarification and adoption of bylaws (to be adopted next year and filed with the 2014 
annual report; although CARLU and Rural Development had bylaws, RGSG does not 
appear to; everyone agreed that we should build on an amalgam of the CARLU and 
RD), including acclaim of 3 year terms 

 call for at least three quarterly board meetings (although these have been difficult to 
schedule and carry out, so are sometimes done by email – can we come up with a 
better way to do these?) 

 election of several new regional directors in order to carry out our plan to network better 
with the regions and to have broader regional representation. 
 

 Dawn Drake will research how the Southeastern Division implemented electronic 
balloting and begin to work toward a new system. 
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 In order to keep the productivity and momentum of the committees going forward, we 
ask that each committee chair (Awards, Meeting, and Rural Networking) come up with 
some goals for the year by the May conference call. 

 RGSG thanked Gina Thornburg for organizing the successful Ag in the City field trip for 
Friday. 

 
d. Awards 
As noted above, this was a fabulous year for awards, and we felt that we were able to use the 
awards to substantially highlight the contribution rural geography makes to the discipline and to 
recognize and honor truly exemplary work and academic citizenship as demonstrated by Lisa 
Harrington and Janet Momsen. The 2012 student paper winner was Erin Smith, so she was 
granted an AAG membership in 2013. 
 
After this past year’s intensive work on awards, we are proposing an awards cycle that will 
enable us to dedicate adequate attention to each set of awards, so as to make good use of the 
resources being used.  
 
Since 2009, we have budgeted $750 for student research awards each year (which has gone 
to student participation in the Quadrennial conference in that year, and to student research 
projects in other years). We have also periodically granted recognition awards, although we 
have struggled to develop a more systematic system for this – along with the student paper 
and Redd Center awards (for scholarship on the Rural American West—from a fund external 
to the AAG that the RGSG administers). 
 
We have decided that we will alternate our awards cycles, with recognition awards being 
granted only every >4-5 years, when we have accumulated funds from the Hart fund and 
budget to properly celebrate and mark the occasion. In the intervening years, we will award 
student research grants (although we have decided to move closer to $500 per year from $750 
to reflect our reduced budget intake, which will likely mean one, rather than two annual 
awards), Quadrennial scholarships, and student paper awards. Chris Laingen has worked out 
a schedule to help organize this, and we hope to recruit significantly more participation in our 
student paper awards process.  
 
No RGSG recognition awards will be granted in 2014, as we will concentrate on the Redd 
Center award (which will be awarded to Collaborative Conservation and Rural 
Sustainability in the American West by Randall Wilson (primary author), Thomas Crawford, 
and Sara Cawley, Department of Environmental Studies, Gettysburg College). 
 
e. Newsletter Information 
We have moved to fall and spring newsletters, timed to coincide with the development of 
sessions for the annual meeting and including an annual pre-meeting spring newsletter to 
inform members of special RGSG events and update them on recent RGSG happenings and 
upcoming meetings of interest. We transitioned our communications to the AAG Knowledge 
Community, although have maintained the Ursinus listserv for those who are not able to get 
messages through the AAG (for example, because they do not attend Annual Meetings every 
year and let their membership lapse; our membership felt it was very important to maintain 
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open information channels with the many rural geographers who do not have the research 
funds to sponsor the AAG). See RGSG website to download the newsletter. 
http://rgsg.wordpress.com/ 
 
f. 2013 Meeting Plans 
We have a number of RGSG-sponsored sessions (23) that have been organized for the 2014 
meeting (down from 43 last year), including a multi-session symposium on rural sustainability. 
 
V.  Membership and Participation 
As of the end of 2013, according to the Knowledge Communities numbers, the RGSG had 282 
members. (Although this is steady since last year at 277, it still reflects a decline from a 
previously higher membership number—2011: 347 (185 faculty and 162 students); 2010: 354, 
2009: 337 members (169 faculty, 168 students); 2008: 335; 2007: 474 members.) We are still 
looking into what happened between 2007 and 2008 when it appears that we somehow lost 
140 members, and are trying to rebuild relationships with CARLU members and to build a 
collaborative relationship with the new Geographies of Food and Agriculture group.  
 
VI. Financial Report 
8/31/12 Balance forward   3,101.80  

9/30/12 Dues collected for Sept 2012 71.00   3,172.80  

10/15/12 Smith, E – (student award) 
membership 

 (80.00) 3,092.80  

10/31/12 Dues collected for Oct. 2012 161.00   3,253.80  

11/30/12 Dues collected for Nov. 2012 58.00   3,311.80  

12/31/12 Dues collected for Dec. 2012 73.00   3,384.80  

1/31/13 Dues collected for Jan 2013 73.00   3,457.80  

2/28/13 Dues collected for Feb 2013 65.00   3,522.80  

3/22/13 Award Luncheon tickets  (220.00) 3,302.80  

3/31/13 Dues collected for March 2013 50.00   3,352.80  

4/30/13 Dues collected for April 2013 56.00   3,408.80  

5/31/13 Dues collected for May 2013 12.00   3,420.80  

6/3/13 Bellante - 2013 Research Award  (500.00) 2,920.80  

6/12/13 Nichols - Student Research Award  (250.00) 2,670.80  

6/30/13 Dues collected for June 2013 40.00   2,710.80  

7/31/13 Dues collected for July 2013 70.00   2,780.80  

8/31/13 Dues collected for Aug 2013 43.00   2,823.80  

     

8/31/13 Balance   2,823.80  

 
 

John Fraser Hart Endowment Balance     ~$4,600 
(We are continuing to look into why this is lower than it seems it should be, given that it has not 
been used in so long, so that the interest should have compounded on the endowment.) 

http://rgsg.wordpress.com/

