
1 | P a g e  
 

   

 

Letter from the Chair 
 

Good afternoon Rural Geographers, 

As the leaves begin to turn from green, to red, to orange, to 
yellow, to dead here in the Northern Territories (yikes!), we are 
reminded that AAG Chicago is just around the corner. While we 
are currently planning several "New Voices" sessions this year, 
opportunities abound for sessions focused on rural geography 
and other rural-related subjects.  If you are interested in 
organizing a session, or know of sessions that may be 
appropriate for co-sponsorship, please contact Jill Clark, 
Innisfree McKinnon, or myself.  Innisfree will be compiling a list 
of RGSG-related events that will be posted to the RGSG website 
(http://rgsg.wordpress.com).  Also, please note that the 
deadline for registration for AAG Chicago is November 5th this 
year.  Hopefully, this will provide plenty of time to position the 
RGSG to build upon what we accomplished last year! 

Lastly, the 2015 Quadrennial Conference in Wales is just around 
the corner as well.  Planning is currently underway, and those 
interested in the U.S. delegate positions should contact Jill Clark 
as soon as possible.  Details on the formal application process 
will become available once the host delegates have finalized 
dates and costs.  Also, please let your students know that the 
RGSG is currently accepting applications for the 2014 RGSG 
Student Research Award (November 21, 2014 due date).  The 
recipient of the award will be the RGSG’s student representative 
at the 2015 Quadrennial Conference, and will receive monetary 
compensation for a portion of anticipated expenses.  Details on 
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Highlights 
 

 Upcoming Quadrennial of 
British, Canadian and American 
Rural Geographers, July 2015 
 

 Get involved in the next AAG 
Annual Meeting 
 

 

 

Photo above by Colleen Hiner: 
“Landscapes of change”; olive 
orchard (left), heritage oak tree 
(center), and wine grapes (right) 
share a landscape in Amador 
County, 10 July 2014 
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the application process are available on the RGSG website, and 
questions may be directed toward Chris Laingen 
(crlaingen@eiu.edu).       

I look forward to seeing you all in Chicago in a few months, and 
in Wales this coming summer! 

Take care, 

Ryan Bergstrom 

Department of Geography, Urban, Environment, and 
Sustainability Studies, University of Minnesota – Duluth 

 

 

2014 Election Results 
 
Special thanks to Dawn Drake for organizing the first RGSG 
online voting which resulted in newly approved Bylaws, a new 
chair – Ryan Bergstrom, a new member to the Board of 
Directors – Julia Haggerty, and a re-newed member to the 
Board of Directors, Jill Clark.  Welcome and thank you.  

 
In 2015, a number of positions on the RGSG Board of Directors 
will become available. Please contact Ryan Bergstrom to 
nominate yourself or someone whom you consider to be well-
qualified.  

 
 
RGSG Board 
Members 
 
Chair 
Ryan Bergstrom 
University of Minnesota 
rbergstr@d.umn.edu 
 
Co-Chair 
Valentine Cadieux 
University of Minnesota 
cadieux@umn.edu 

 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Dawn Drake 
Missouri Western University 
ddrake4@missouriwestern.edu  
 
Awards 
Chris Laingen 
Eastern Illinois University 
crlaingen@eiu.edu 
 
Communications 
Margareta Amy Lelea 
DITSL, University of Kassel 
m.a.lelea@ditsl.org 
 
Annual Meeting                               
Jill Clark 
Ohio State University 
clark.1099@osu.edu 
 
Networking                               
Colleen Hiner 
University of Texas, San Marcos 
cchiner@txstate.edu 
 

 
Regional Directors 
Middle States: Kolson Schlosser 
Slippery Rock University of 
Pennsylvania 
kolson.schlosser@sru.edu 

 
Northwest: Innisfree McKinnon 
University of Oregon 
innisfre@uoregon.edu 
 
 

 
 
 

Bergstrom, Hallett Peak Summit 
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Jill K. Clark has been a member of the Rural Geography 
Specialty Group since joining the AAG in 2007 and an at-large 
director since 2011. Jill is an assistant professor at the John 
Glenn School of Public Affairs at the Ohio State University. She 
received her Ph.D. in geography in 2009, focusing on exurban 
farmers and food system. She has a master’s degree from the 
Nelson Institute for Environmental Studies at the University of 
Wisconsin. Professor Clark’s research centers on food and 
agricultural system policy, planning and economic 
development, along with sustainable food markets and 
infrastructure. She is interested in the dynamics between urban 
and rural, producer and consumer, alternative and 
conventional, and global and local aspects of food systems. 

Current funded research focuses on opportunities for 
connecting food security and agricultural 
economic development policy initiatives, healthy retailing 
interventions, and policy opportunities for growth of small 
and mid-size farms engaged in the food system. Currently, 
Professor Clark provides statewide leadership for the newly 
forming Ohio Network of Food Policy Councils and national 
leadership as a member of the eXtension Food Systems 
Community of Practice team, a partnership of over two dozen 
universities. Before joining the faculty, Professor Clark directed 
the Center for Farmland Policy Innovation at OSU from its 
opening in 2006 until her departure in 2012. Before coming to 
OSU, she directed American Farmland Trust’s Ohio office, 
a national non-profit. 

 
Photo: Glenn School of Public Affairs, Ohio State University 

 
 
 
RGSG Board 
Members 
 
New England St. Lawrence Valley: 
Cheryl Morse 
University of Vermont 
cheryl.morse@uvm.edu 
 
Southeast: Peggy Jackson 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville 
pjacks07@utk.edu 
 
East Lakes: Jill Clark 
 
Southwest: Colleen Hiner 
 
West Lakes: Chris Laingen 
 
Canada: Trina Filan 
University of Lethbridge 
trina.filan@uleth.ca 

 
 
Director-graduate reps. 
Jessica Breen 
University of Kentucky 
jessica.breen@uky.edu 
 
Bill Wetherholt 
Kansas State University 
insitu@k-state.edu 
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Julia Haggerty is a rural geographer working to 
understand the interactions between natural 
resource use and the social and economic well-being 
of rural communities. Prior to joining the Earth 
Sciences Department at Montana State University in 
the fall of 2013, Haggerty worked for five years as a 
policy analyst for the regional non-profit research 
group Headwaters Economics. Haggerty completed a 
post-doctoral fellowship at the University of Otago in 
New Zealand in 2007, her work there focused on 
social and environmental outcomes of agricultural 
intensification in the late 20th century. At Montana 
State, Haggerty teaches human geography, regional 
geography of the American West, and is developing 
courses in rural geography and energy 
resource geography. Haggerty’s PhD is from the 
University of Colorado Boulder in History and her 
undergraduate BA is in Liberal Arts from Colorado 
College. 

 

Conferences  
Global Challenges and Rural Responses 

The Eighth Quadrennial Conference of British, Canadian, and 
American Rural Geographers 

July 2015 Swansea - Aberystwth 
 

 (Provisional dates: July 6-12, 2015) 
 
In the tradition of international collaborative rural geographical endeavors, the RGSG is looking 
for strong representatives for the U.S. delegation to the 8th Quadrennial British-Canadian-
American Conference on Rural Geography in July 2015, to be held in Swansea and Aberystwyth, 
Wales. We expect to send a delegation of 12 to 15 members.  Student presenters are welcome 
and encouraged. One funded student delegate position will go to the winner of the 2015 student 
research award, which is described after this call (http://rgsg.wordpress.com/awards/).   
 
The conference is intensive and allows for high-quality interaction between participants. 
Attendees will experience sessions in multiple sites in Wales. Relevant rural excursions and free 
time are part of the conference experience. One of the outputs of the Quadrennial meetings is 
an edited book, or, as in the case of the 7th Quadrennial meeting, a special edition of the Journal 
of Rural and Community Development (volume 8, issue 3). 

Photo: Montana State University 
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The costs of the conference will be determined by November, but are expected to be about 
$1000 USD, plus transportation costs to and from Wales. We will share details as they are 
finalized.   
 
We expect to issue a Call for Applications in October, with an anticipated deadline of December 
1st, 2014. 
 
Submitted by: Jill K. Clark, John Glenn School of Public Affairs, Ohio State University 

 
Awards  

Student Research Award for Quadrennial (due Nov. 21) 

Proposal Guidelines for the 2014 RGSG Student Research Award 

Every-other year, the RGSG awards student research grants to those who participate in the 
Student Research Award Competition. Every four years, 40-50 rural geographers from around the 
world meet at the Quadrennial (Quad) Meeting of Rural Geographers. The 2015 meeting will take 
place in Wales, UK, and is tentatively scheduled for July 6-12. 

That being the case, every four years, the RGSG has the opportunity to support student 
participation in the Quad Meeting. The “willing to travel” student selected by this year’s awards 
committee will participate in the 2015 Quad Meeting as one of only a handful of U.S. delegates. 
If chosen – based on the quality of the proposal submitted – the student will 1) attend the 
meeting, 2) present an AAG-style, 20-minute oral presentation regarding their research, and 3) 
have the opportunity to publish that paper as part of a special conference publication. 

The theme of the 2015 meeting is, “Global Challenges and Rural Responses”, so interested 
students should craft their research idea and proposal toward that end…though we have been 
told that, in order to maintain inclusivity, that theme will remain open to *flexible 
interpretation*. Nevertheless, when crafting your ideas and proposals, do your best to adhere to 
a global challenge and a rural response. 

  

AAG Annual Meeting - Student Paper Award (due Nov. 5) 

Are you a PhD, Masters, or Undergraduate student presenting a paper at the 2015 Chicago AAG 
Meeting, and interested in a chance to win a 1-year AAG membership?  If so, follow these two 
steps: 

1.  Register for the conference, as you normally would, submitting your registration information 
and abstract via the AAG website.  Then, email your PIN to:  Chris Laingen, RSGS Awards Chair, 
crlaingen@eiu.edu.  Doing this will allow us to place you in one of our specialty group’s 
sponsored “New Voices” paper sessions where judging will take place. 

http://rgsg.files.wordpress.com/2014/09/proposal-guidelines-for-the-2014-rgsg-student-research-award.pdf
mailto:crlaingen@eiu.edu
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2.  Prior to the meeting (and no later than April 1, 2015) submit a 5-page (double-spaced), fully 
referenced summary of your research (also emailed to crlaingen@eiu.edu).  Papers will be 
judged on the quality of both the written summary as well as on the oral presentation.  Failure to 
submit the written paper will disqualify you from the competition, though you will still be 
allowed to present in the New Voices session.  The winner will receive a certificate and 1-year 
AAG membership. 

Submitted by: Chris Laingen, Eastern Illinois University 

 

Communications  
Seeking New Members for the Communications Committee 

We would like to encourage more communication between - rural geographers/ geographers 
whose work intersects with rural studies - from academic, non-profit, activist, government, 
private sector, and civil society broadly defined. In addition to in-person encounters at the AAG 
Annual Meeting, Division Meetings, we have the AAG Knowledge Communities, the RGSG 
website, Facebook, Wiki (in the future), and a listserv hosted by Ursinus College. Any member of 
the Rural Geography Specialty Group can volunteer to be on the communications committee to 
improve the structure and encourage better use of these modes of communication. If you are 
interested, please let me know (Margareta Lelea m.a.lelea@ditsl.org). 

As of October 19th, 2014, the RGSG has 256 members in the AAG Knowledge Communities, 94 
subscribers to the listserv hosted by Ursinus College, 16 followers of the wordpress website, and 
22 “likes” on our Facebook page. Choose the mode of communication that is best for you.  

 

Knowledge Communities: One gains 
access to this communication platform 
via AAG membership when you select 
‘Rural Geography’ as one of your 
Specialty Groups. You must login to the 
website, select ‘membership’, and then 
select ‘Knowledge Communities’ and 
then follow the links to post to the 
discussion, read past posts, or search 
the library.  

One must continuously be a dues-paying 
member of the AAG in order to be a 
member of the Knowledge Communities. 
However, one does not need to be a member of the AAG in order to sign up for the listserv, to 
become a follower of the website to receive emails about new posts, or for the Facebook 
interface.  

mailto:crlaingen@eiu.edu
mailto:m.a.lelea@ditsl.org
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All who are subscribed to the listserv will receive all messages posted to the Knowledge 
Communities. This is a way to ensure messages are received in the case of a lapse of membership 
(which happens easily with changes in employment such as happened with me last year when I 
moved from California to Germany). However, one caution about this is that double messages 
are sent if you are both on the listserv and in the Knowledge Communities. 

 

 

Listserv:  Thanks to Ursinus College for 
hosting our listserv under the initiative of 
Dr. Patrick Hurley.  

To subscribe, send mail to 
LISTSERV@LISTSERV.URSINUS.EDU with 
the command (paste it!) in the e-mail 
message body:  

SUBSCRIBE AAG-RURAL 

 

(Or, to unsubscribe   UNSUBSCRIBE 

AAG-RURAL) 

 

 

 

Website: You can sign up as a 
follower by selecting the ‘follow 
+’ icon that appears at the 
bottom right-hand side of the 
website. All new posts to the 
home page will trigger an email 
notification with your 
subscription.  
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Facebook: The new facebook page 
created by Valentine Cadieux when 
she was chair is ready for action! 
Search for the “Rural Geography 
Specialty Group” and give us a 
“Like” in order to receive updates 
about new posts. There are different 
directions in which this can be 
developed. For example, it could be 
used to share fieldwork photos, or 
to post announcements about new 
publications, deadlines etc. 

 

Currently, the newsletter is a cornerstone of our communications (and admittedly takes up the 
bulk of my time!). However, in the future, some of the sections of the newsletter could take a 
more active form on the website or on the Facebook page with leadership from new committee 
members. For example, organization to foster the exchange of teaching materials, syllabi and 
classroom activities could be spearheaded. What ideas do you have for improving group 
communications? What skills do you have for graphic design, web design, editing, etc. that could 
strengthen RGSG materials? Creativity, Dedication and Motivation welcome! 

 

Research Highlight 
Sharing Research in Rural Geography 
 

In this section, we seek to illustrate some of the types of research being done by geographers 
that interrogate different aspects of the concept of rurality, or which analyze processes relevant 
to rural spaces. The research highlights section include research at various stages of process.  
 

Colleen Hiner and “Foothills in Flux”  
Using grants funds awarded by Texas State University’s Research Enhancement Program, I was 
able to undertake fieldwork this summer as part of my Foothills in Flux project. I was lucky 
enough to have the able assistance of Dr. Trina Filan, who served as research assistant and 
general partner-in-crime.  



Rural Geography News – Fall 2014 
 

9 | P a g e  
 

 

Trina Filan (left) and Colleen Hiner (right) in the field, 7 July 2014 (photo by interviewee) 

The project, in brief, investigates the transition from landscapes of production, defined by 
primary production and natural resource extraction, to landscapes of consumption, defined by 
economic activities reliant on “consuming” the landscape – both literally through agri- or eco- 
tourism and symbolically through rural recreation, second home ownership, and amenity 
migration – vis-à-vis the wine industry in the Sierra Nevada foothills of California. The “wine 
industry”, as used here, means from, as they say,  “grape to glass”, and, thus, is inclusive of the 
whole process, from wine grape growing to winemaking to wine marketing and sales.  

With Dr. Filan’s help, I was able to collect interview and other data from 60 informants in just 
two, very intensive, weeks. We spent our time in the field meeting with wine grape growers, 
vineyard managers, wine makers, winery owners and other wine-related entrepreneurs, and 
other figures who could share insights about the role of wine, writ large, in the processes of 
environmental, economical, and sociocultural change occurring across the landscape.  

Research results are still coming into focus as data analysis is ongoing, but findings from this 
project will be shared at upcoming conferences, including the joint meeting of the Southwest and 
Great Plains-Rocky Mountain Divisions of the Association of American Geographers (SWAAG-
GPRM Joint Regional Meeting), the Dimensions of Political Ecology (DOPE) meeting, and at the 
annual meeting of the Association of American Geographers (AAG).  

For more information, please contact Dr. Colleen C. Hiner, Department of Geography, Texas 
State University, cchiner@txstate.edu. 

mailto:cchiner@txstate.edu
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Recent Research Grants  
This is a partial list, submitted by RGSG members. 

Jill Clark and Mike Betz were awarded a $10,000 grant from the North Central Regional Center 
for Rural Development to conduct the research entitled, “Producing Energy, Protecting Food: The 
Impact of Shale Energy Development on Food Access in Rural Communities.”  This research will 
examine how the sudden increases in population as a result of shale energy development affects 
healthy retail food access for original residents over the short and long term. Our team aims to 
build local capacity for community leaders to deal with the impact shale development will have 
on food access through the policy brief and webinar that result from our empirical research. 

 
 

Recent Publications:  
This is a partial list, submitted by RGSG members. 

 
Bardoloi, Sudarshana. (2014).‘The Political Economy of Uneven Rural Development: The Case of 

the Nonfarm Sector in Kerala, India’ PhD Dissertation, York University.  
 
Clark, Jill K., Shoshanah M. Inwood, and Douglas Jackson-Smith.  Forthcoming. “Exurban Farmers’ 

Perceptions of Land Use Policy Effectiveness: Implications for the Next Generation of 
Policy Development.” Journal of Agriculture, Food Systems and Community Development. 

 
Gemechu Ango, T .  2014. Balancing Ecosystem Services and Disservices: Smallholder Farmers’ 

Use and Management of Forest and Trees in an Agricultural Landscape in Southwestern 
Ethiopia, Ecology and Society 19:1.  

 
Guthman, Julie, Garrett Broad, Kendra Klein, and Hannah Landecker. (2014). Beyond the 

Sovereign Body. The Journal of Food and Culture. 14(3):46-55. 

Hiner, Colleen. C. (2014). “Been-heres vs. come-heres” and other identities and ideologies along 
the rural–urban interface: A comparative case study in Calaveras County, California. Land 
Use Policy, 41, 70-83. 

 
Morse, C. E., A. S. Strong, V. E. Mendez, A. R. Troy, S. T. Lovell, W. B. Morris. 2014, Performing a 

New England Landscape: Viewing, Engaging, Belonging. Journal of Rural Studies. 36, on-
lin 
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2015 AAG Annual Meeting in Chicago  
Steps Towards Rural Geography Sponsorship 
 

The Rural Geography Specialty Group (RGSG) is very interested in sponsoring relevant sessions at 
the upcoming AAG annual meeting in Chicago (April 21-25, 2015) 

 http://www.aag.org/cs/annualmeeting.  

The AAG deadline for submitting sessions and paper abstracts is November 5, 2014. 

To request sponsorship, send a request to Jill Clark (clark.1099@osu.edu) no later than 
November 1st.  Include a session title and summary description. 

Once approved, the session organizer MUST remember to check the box indicating RGSG 
sponsorship when formally registering the session via the AAG's conference site. 

Check out our spring newsletter from last year to see what sessions were sponsored during the 
2014 AAG annual meeting (specifically pages 26-28): 

 http://rgsg.files.wordpress.com/2014/04/rgsg_spring2014newsletterfinalv2.pdf 

 
 
CFP: New Voices in Rural Geography 

CFP: Rural Geography in Africa, Asia, and Middle and South America  

CFP: Rural gentrification: a transatlantic concept? 

CFP: Moving towards payments for multiple ecosystem services - review of key issues and 
future research needs 

CFP: Changing geographies of rural health and health services 

CFP: Political Ecology and Social-Ecological Interactions of Food Production and Systems 

CFP: Social Networks and Adaptation to Environmental Change 

CFP: Immigrants, 'illegals,' and guest workers: The geopolitics of low-wage labor 

CFP: Critical Geographies of US Farm Bill Policy & Politics  
 

 

  

http://www.aag.org/cs/annualmeeting
mailto:clark.1099@osu.edu
http://rgsg.files.wordpress.com/2014/04/rgsg_spring2014newsletterfinalv2.pdf
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CFP: New Voices in Rural Geography 
 

The Rural Geography Specialty Group of the Association of American Geographers seeks papers 
from undergraduate and graduate students, junior faculty, and researchers new to topics in the 
field of rural geography to include in one or more New Voices in Rural Geography paper sessions 
for the 2015 meeting in Chicago, Illinois.  New Voices in Rural Geography paper sessions offer the 
opportunity for students, junior faculty, and those new to research topics in rural geography to 
present their work and receive feedback from knowledgeable people in the field and members 
active within the specialty group.  

The Rural Geography Specialty Group (RGSG) promotes research and education related to 
contemporary rural landscapes, societies, and economies in the developed and developing 
world. Specialty group members conduct research across an array of topics, including agriculture; 
land use; environmental governance; population; rural health, crime, and poverty; food systems; 
indigenous peoples; and rural restructuring processes.   

To take part in the New Voices in Rural Geography, interested participants should send their 
abstracts to Jessica Breen (jessica.breen@uky.edu) and William Wetherholt (insitu@k-state.edu) 
by October 22nd. These emails should contain the presenter’s PIN number (obtained after 
registering at www.aag.org), whether he/she is a student, junior faculty, or new researcher to 
rural topics, paper title, and abstract.  

Session Organizers: RGSG Student Representatives Jessica Breen, University of Kentucky and 
William Wetherholt, Kansas State University 

 

CFP: Rural Geography in Africa, Asia, and Middle and South 
America  
 

Based on the success of the sessions over the last two years, the Rural Geography Specialty 
Group will again organize paper sessions highlighting research in Africa, Asia, and Middle and 
South America.  For years there has been a perception that the Rural Geography Specialty Group 
of the Association of American Geographers is focused on rural geography in the western world.  
In an effort to dispel that myth and in recognition of the cutting edge rural research occurring 
around the world, this paper session(s) will present the work of geographers studying rural issues 
in Africa, Asia, and/or Middle and South America. 

To take part in these paper sessions, participants should first register for the AAG conference and 
submit their abstract at www.aag.org and take note of their PIN number. They then should send 
an e-mail to Dawn M. Drake (ddrake4@missouriwestern.edu).   These emails should contain the 
presenter’s PIN number, paper title, and abstract. The deadline is 5pm CT, Monday, November 
3rd.  

The Rural Geography Specialty Group promotes research and education related to contemporary 
rural landscapes, societies, and economies in the developed and developing world. Specialty 

mailto:jessica.breen@uky.edu
mailto:insitu@k-state.edu
mailto:ddrake4@missouriwestern.edu
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group members conduct research across an array of topics, including agriculture; land use; 
environmental governance; population; rural health, crime, and poverty; food systems; 
indigenous peoples; and rural restructuring processes. 

Thank you for your assistance in advertising this call for papers for the Rural Geography in Africa, 
Asia, and Middle and South America sessions at the 2015 meeting of the Association of American 
Geographers. 

Session organized by Dawn Drake, Missouri Western University 

 

CFP: Rural gentrification: a transatlantic concept? 

There is increasing use of the concept of rural gentrification in the UK (e.g. Sutherland 2012; 
Goodwin-Hawkings 2014; Stockdale 2014) and North America (e.g. Hines 2010; Nelson and 
Nelson, 2010; Hurley 2012; Golding 2014) to investigate the causes and consequences of rural 
demographic, socio-economic, cultural and environmental change. This research, however, lacks 
the breadth and depth of urban gentrification studies, which have often encompassed 
transatlantic comparisons (e.g. Lees 1994; Carpenter and Lees 1995; Rose et al 2013; Bridge et al 
2014) as well as cross-Atlantic fieldwork movements (e.g. Davidson & Wyly 2012; Slater 2002 
2004; Whitzman and Slater 2006) and scholar migration and exchange (e.g. David Ley, Neil Smith, 
Damaris Rose). This difference may express variations in extent and form of gentrification in rural 
and urban areas, although as Clark (2005) argues, it is important not to conflate the geography of 
use of the gentrification concept with the geography of the phenomenon itself. This is an 
important argument given the relative lack of substantive research on rural gentrification, which 
means that, to date, knowledge of the geographies of rural gentrification is limited, even in the 
UK and North America where the process has been most studied. 

This call is for theoretical and empirical papers that explore the concept of rural gentrification, or 
association concepts (e.g. counterurbanisation, peri-urbanisation, amenity migration), examining 
issues such as: 

1)   Differential and common understandings of rural gentrification in the UK and North America 

2)   The dynamics of transatlantic conceptual flows in rural gentrification studies 

3)    The development of rural gentrification in locations on either side of the Atlantic. 

4)   The value, methods and problems of comparative studies of rural gentrification 

5)   Commonalities and differences in the forms, processes and consequences of rural 
gentrification in different national and policy contexts 

To be considered for the session(s) please send your 250 word abstract to Martin Phillips 
(martin.phillips@le.ac.uk) or Darren Smith (D.P.Smith@lboro.ac.uk) by 27th October. You will be 

mailto:martin.phillips@le.ac.uk
mailto:D.P.Smith@lboro.ac.uk
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notified of acceptance by the 30th October, at which point you will be need to have registered at 
www.aag.org to receive your AAG PIN. Apologies for any cross-posting. 

Organisers: Martin Phillips (University of Leicester) and Darren Smith (Loughborough University)  

 

CFP: Moving towards payments for multiple ecosystem 
services - review of key issues and future research needs 

Agri-environment programmes are a type of publically funded payment for ecosystem services 
(PES) and are the primary policy measure used to encourage farmers to adopt management 
practices that are beneficial to the delivery of non-provisioning ecosystem services. However, 
there is substantial evidence that current agri- environmental measures do not fully utilize the 
potential environmental benefits PES could deliver, suggesting the need for further 
improvements of the design, targeting and implementation as well as for greater provision of 
advice to farmers and investment in improving institutional capacity. Key issues in the discussion 
of future revisions are improved targeting of environmental outcomes, long-term attitudinal and 
cultural change of land managers and improved spatial targeting (Whittingham, 2011, Burton 
and Schwarz, 2013,). The effective integration of ecosystem services framework in agricultural 
and environmental policies requires a number of key issues to be addressed including verifiable 
links to human well-being, treatment of ecosystem services bundles, site-specific and 
regionalized approaches, funding permanence for payment schemes, adaptive approaches to 
tackling uncertainties, coherent cross-sectorial policy design and integration of local governance 
into PES design and delivery (e.g. Plieninger et al., 2012, Matzdorf and Meyer, 2014, Ahtiainen et 
al., 2014, Martin-Ortega, 2012 and Carson et al., 2012) 

This paper session aims to bring researchers and participants to review and discuss key issues in 
the effective integration of an ecosystem framework in future agricultural, and other related 
environmental policies. The session intends to build on experiences from both sides of the 
Atlantic and will in particular investigate key challenges in the design and implementation of PES 
targeted at multiple ecosystem benefits. Future research priorities to inform the coherent 
implementation of effective PES will be explored. 

Topics include but are not limited to: •Improved spatial targeting of PES •Targeting of multiple 
ecosystem benefits •Monitoring and evaluation of PES and the role of spatial data and methods 
•Valuations of ecosystem services, payment design and WTO •Innovative governance of future 
PES •Socio-cultural aspects of PES. 

Please send your abstract (max. 250 words) to Gerald Schwarz (gerald.schwarz@ti.bund.de) and 
Zymantas Morkvenas (zymantas.morkvenas@bef.lt) by October 24, 2014. Presenters of all 
accepted papers will then need to register for the AAG Conference at www.aag.org and send 
their pin to the organizer. 

References: 

http://www.aag.org/
mailto:gerald.schwarz@ti.bund.de
mailto:zymantas.morkvenas@bef.lt
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CFP: Changing geographies of rural health and health 
services 

Geographers have made valuable contributions to understanding the distinct challenges and 
potential of rural landscapes of care exploring the cultural landscapes of rural places, perceptions 
of health and health needs, the location of services, patterns of service use and barriers to 
service use. In spite of significant changes to rural places and populations, geographers continue 
to ask how rural communities can better support and care for the increasing diversity and 
complexity of health needs across all ages. Several health geography sessions will be organized at 
the 2015 AAG with a focus on the changing geographies of rural health and health services. We 
invite people who are studying all levels of care including, but not limited to, community and 
voluntary care, primary care, long-term care, and palliative care to submit an abstract for these 
sessions.   

 If you would like to contribute to this stream of sessions, please submit your abstract online 
(http://www.aag.org/cs/annualmeeting). 

Email Rachel Herron   (4rh11@queensu.ca) or Mark Rosenberg (mark.rosenberg@queensu.ca) 
the title, abstract, author information and AAG PIN by November 5th to be included in one of the 
sessions. 

http://www.aag.org/cs/annualmeeting
mailto:4rh11@queensu.ca
mailto:mark.rosenberg@queensu.ca
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CFP: Political Ecology and Social-Ecological Interactions of Food 
Production and Systems 

Food systems and food production have emerged as an area of focused research and debate 
among academics, policy makers, and the public as we grapple with rapidly changing global 
environments and political economies, hunger and nutritional challenges, and the increasing calls 
for balancing conservation with future food needs (Foley et al. 2011; Galt 2013).  

Political ecology offers a unique and powerful set of tools and perspectives for the study of the 
complex and multi-scalar issues related to current systems of food and land use. As a field, 
political ecology is actively seeking concepts and methods to engage fully with these topics, 
particularly with the myriad social-ecological issues related to food systems and food production 
(Galt 2013). At the same time, other fields such as landscape ecology and wildlife biology are 
turning their focus toward agricultural systems and embracing a social-ecological systems 
framework, creating exciting opportunities for new synergies in food system studies. 

2-4 Paper sessions and a panel discussion are being organized to explore food systems and food 
production from both political ecology and social-ecological system approaches, broadly defined. 
Both theoretical and empirical work from either perspective is welcome, with particular interest 
in submissions that combine political ecology and social-ecological systems frameworks. 

Papers: Possible topics include, but are certainly not limited to: rural-urban social change and 
food-producing landscapes, land-use change and related approaches to farm-area conservation, 
climate change and resilience in food-producing landscapes, agriculture and ecosystem services 
in the context of farm landscapes and livelihoods, farm labor in the context of food system 
sustainability, the role of gender and masculinity in food production, poverty and food justice in 
alternative food systems, urban agriculture in the context of green development, 
organic/sustainable production and certification, alternative agriculture and food networks, food 
system teleconnections, first world food systems, land grabbing and conflict in the context of 
food system expansion, globalization and localization, food security, nationalism and food 
sovereignty. 

Please submit abstracts of 250 words or less to Russell Hedberg (rch206@psu.edu) and Karl 
Zimmerer (ksz2@psu.edu) by 10/24/2014. 

Organizers: Karl Zimmerer (Penn State University), Russell Hedberg (Penn State University) 

References: 

Foley, Jonathan A., Navin Ramankutty, Kate A. Brauman, Emily S. Cassidy, James S. Gerber, Matt 
Johnston, Nathaniel D. Mueller, et al. 2011. "Solutions for a Cultivated Planet." Nature 478 
(7369): 337-42. 
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Galt, Ryan E. 2013. "Placing Food Systems in First World Political Ecology: A Review and Research 
Agenda." Geography Compass 7 (9): 637-58. 

 

CFP: Social Networks and Adaptation to Environmental 
Change 
 

Human adaptation to environmental change is in part a social process. Individuals and 
organizations alter their behavior in response to environmental stress as a function of social 
constructions of risk, access to information and resources, and capacity to learn and make 
decisions (Smit and Wandel 2006, Adger, Dessai et al. 2009). The structure and function of social 
and governance networks have bearing on information and resource flows that affect risk 
perception, learning and decision-making (Folke, Hahn et al. 2005, Pelling and High 2005, 
Davidson-Hunt 2006).  

This paper session focuses on the role of social networks in adaptation to environmental change 
including climate-related changes and natural hazards. The goal of the session is bring together 
scholars who use network theories or methods to compare frameworks and reflect on 
opportunities and challenges of network approaches to understanding adaptive capacity and 
adaptation.  

We seek empirical and theoretical contributions about the structure and function of networks. 
We welcome papers that explore the role of networks through qualitative and quantitative 
approaches including case studies, meta-analysis, and formal social network analysis (network 
mapping). We also welcome papers that use network frameworks to investigate social capital, 
adaptive capacity, environmental governance, organizational learning and collaboration among 
other topics. 

Please submit an abstract of no more than 250 words along with title and author names to Paige 
Fischer apfisch@umich.edu and Kerry Grimm kerry.grimm@nau.edu by October 27, 2014. 
Accepted submissions will be contacted by October 31 and authors will be expected to register 
and submit their abstracts by November 5, 2014. 

Organizers: Paige Fischer (University of Michigan) and Kerry Grimm (Northern Arizona University) 

 

References:  

Adger, W. N., S. Dessai, M. Goulden, M. Hulme, I. Lorenzoni, D. Nelson, L. Naess, J. Wolf and A. 
Wreford (2009). "Are there social limits to adaptation to climate change?" Climatic Change 93(3-
4): 335-354. 

Davidson-Hunt, I. (2006). "Adaptive Learning Networks: Developing Resource Management 
Knowledge through Social Learning Forums." Human Ecology 34(4): 593-614. 
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CFP: Immigrants, 'illegals,' and guest workers: The 
geopolitics of low-wage labor 

Economies across the globe are increasingly dependent upon low-wage workers moving across 
national borders.  Such workers may possess different forms of status, ranging from 
unauthorized and authorized immigrants, to formal guest workers on temporary visas.  All three 
groups are situated within an array of legal, cultural and socio-spatial regimes that facilitate 
capital accumulation while enforcing different degrees of social, cultural and/or political 
exclusion. We seek papers exploring these regimes--their production/reproduction over time and 
space, their impacts on people and place, and their implications for theorizing neoliberal 
governmentality, citizenship and/or state territoriality. We welcome papers looking at these 
dynamics at different scales or across geographic contexts, and are interested in including 
theoretically inclined interventions as well as those that draw more centrally on empirical 
analysis.  

Possible topics include:                                                                        

 The legal, political and discursive constitution of transnational low-wage labor regimes 
 The intersection of such regimes with hierarchies of race, 'illegality', class, gender and/or 

nationality 
 The dynamics of social reproduction produced by and undergirding these regimes 
 Evolving divisions of labor and social relations between different 'categories' of workers 

in the same workplace or community (e.g. guestworkers and unauthorized immigrants; 
'legal' citizens and authorized immigrants...) 

 The implications of these regimes for our theorization of neoliberal governmentality, 
citizenship, place and/or state territoriality 

 Social contestation and resistance to these regimes as they emerge across scale and 
place 

 Policy implications of critical scholarship on this topic 

This session will be in a standard format (15 minutes per presentation plus 5 minutes for 

addressing audience questions). If you are interested in participating or have any further 

questions please contact Lise Nelson (lknelson@psu.edu) or Laurie Trautman 

mailto:lkn
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(laurie.trautman@wwu.edu). Please submit an abstract to one of us if you would like to be 

considered for these sessions by October 22nd, 2014. 

Co-organizers: Lise Nelson, Pennsylvania State University; and Laurie Trautman, Western 
Washington University  

 

CFP: Critical Geographies of US Farm Bill Policy & Politics  

The United States 'Farm Bill' gets re-debated, re-written, and re-authorized by Congress every 5-
8 years. This omnibus legislation authorizes nearly US$100 billion of annual spending on a vast 
range of federal supports and services, including nutrition assistance, commodity payments, 
specialty crop supports, agricultural extension, soil conservation, grain reserves (or their 
dismantling), agricultural research, crop insurance, local food marketing, food aid, biofuels, and 
agricultural trade (including WTO compliance-or lack thereof) among many other topics. This 
massive piece of legislation directly impacts growers, eaters, communities and landscapes 
throughout the US, and indirectly impacts agro-food landscapes and systems globally as the 
hegemon's shadow is impossible to avoid, whether it be in the form of subsidized grain exports, 
foreign agricultural assistance, or policy mimicry.  While primarily occupying the attention of 
narrow sectional interests for many generations, the Farm Bill is finally beginning to generate 
broader public interest and political engagement, engaging diverse voices in debates around the 
optimal role of government in fostering a food system that feeds the nation in a socially, 
ecologically, and economically sustainable manner.  

This panel seeks to gather geographers studying the domestic and international dimensions of 
the US Farm Bill-both historically and contemporarily. Specifically, we wish to create a critical-
geography-focused forum to explore the many socio-spatial causes, consequences and 
possibilities of US agricultural policy and politics-from monopolistic political economy to rural-
urban political alliances, from the political ecology of dead zones to migrant labor. Both the 
making of US agricultural policy and its implications demand critical and collective analysis.  How 
is it that this amalgam of policies, full of contradictions, is continually made and remade?  Why is 
reform always seemingly "around the corner"? How do policy goals get translated and 
transformed in the policy making and implementation process? To begin to answer these 
questions we welcome empirical and theoretical submissions exploring the politics and potential 
of the US Farm Bill with regard to ecological and social justice. Join us.  

To those interested: please send your 250-word abstract (with paper title and name and 
affiliation of all authors) to either organizer by October 24th. 

Session Organizers: Garrett GRADDY-LOVELACE, American University School of International 
Service (graddy@american.edu) and Adam DIAMOND, American University School of 
International Service (adiamond@american.edu). 

mailto:laurie.trautman@wwu.edu
mailto:graddy@american.edu
mailto:adiamond@american.edu
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