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I. Mission Statement 
The Rural Geography Special Group (RGSG) promotes research and education 
related to agriculture, rural development, and rural land use.  To fulfill this 
mission, we: plan sessions for professional meetings, facilitate teaching and 
research of rural geography issues worldwide, publicize information about the 
role of geographers engaged in rural research, and promote interaction with 
organizations with similar interests, such as the IGU Commission on the 
Sustainability of Rural Systems.  
 
II. Dues Information 
We charge $5 for regular members and $1 for students. We collected $782 
between 1 September 2010 and 31 August 2011.  
 
III. Officers 
Chair 
 Valentine Cadieux 
 University of Minnesota 
 cadieux@umn.edu 
 
Co-Chair 
 Hannah Gosnell  
 Oregon State University 
 gosnellh@geo.oregonstate.edu 
 
Secretary/Treasurer 
 Dawn Drake (till 2014) 
 Winona State University 
 ddrake@winona.edu 
 
Awards Director 
 Laura Taylor  
 York University 
 taylorl9@yorku.ca  
 
Directors 
 Jill Clark (till 2014) 
 Ohio State University  
 clark.1099@osu.edu 
 
 Nicholas Gill (till 2014) 
 University of Wollongong  
 ngill@uow.edu.au 



 
 Jesse Abrams (till 2014) 
 jesse.b.abrams@gmail.com 
 
Newsletter Editor/Webmaster 
 Eric Compas  

University of Wisconsin – Whitewater 
compase@uww.edu 

 
Student Directors 
 
 Renata Blumberg (till 2013) 
 University of Minnesota 
 blum0135@umn.edu 
 
 Colleen Hiner (till 2013)  
 University of California, Davis 
 cchiner@ucdavis.edu 
 
The three directors at large (for 3 year terms) and the two student directors were 
elected at the annual business meeting in 2011; Cadieux & Drake were re-
elected (for 3 year terms). 
 
IV. Accomplishments 
A US delegation attended the 7th Quadrennial Conference of British, Canadian 
and American Rural Geographers, held in Manitoba and Saskatchewan, Canada, 
July 13-20, 2011.  
 
A major (and continuing) effort of the RGSG over the past year has been to 
recover institutional knowledge that was lost in the merger of the Contemporary 
Agriculture and Rural Land Use and Rural Development Specialty Groups. 
Valentine Cadieux and Dawn Drake have been interviewing active members who 
were involved in those groups, and collecting and assembling RSGS archives 
held by Darrell Napton and Lisa Harrington. 
 
The RGSG also continues to work on improving our communication strategies. 
Eric Compas has built on past director Patrick Hurley’s efforts to improve 
communication with the list-serv and to create a better interactive web presence. 
We successfully used a word press blog to coordinate AAG annual meeting CFP 
information, and we’re now in the process of transitioning both our listserv and 
web activity to the new AAG Knowledge Communities site. 
 
The RGSG sponsored or co-sponsored 28 sessions (compared to 14 in 2009 
and 28 in 2010) at the Seattle annual meeting.   
 
 
 



a. Activities Scheduled 
One of the goals we established with past Chair Marla Emery in 2008 was to 
collaborate more with other groups, including the Indigenous Peoples Specialty 
Group. In 2009 we co-sponsored a session with the IPSG, in 2010 we co-
sponsored a plenary speaker (and split the cost of his expenses). Jose Aguto, 
Policy Advisor for the National Congress of American Indians gave a talk entitled 
Indigenous Peoples’ Knowledges and Practices: A Resource for Addressing 
Climate Change; this year, we will co-sponsor Onandaga Chief Oren Lyons as a 
plenary speaker – and we have arranged to discuss with the IPSG ongoing ways 
to coordinate efforts of common interest.  
 
Similarly, we have considerable shared interest with the proposed Geographies 
of Food specialty group, and we will continue to discuss with them (as well as 
Development Geographies and CAPE) strategies to coordinate efforts. 
 
b. Future Plans and Directions 
 
We still plan to expand our web presence, perhaps creating a Facebook page for 
the SG and a Wikipedia entry for the RGSG that outlines the history and will 
allow us to clearly define our direction.  
 
We are also continuing to work on a membership survey that might be advertised 
in the AAG Newsletter as well as through our list-serv to get our members’ 
feelings on “what they want RGSG to be about to help us craft a new and unique 
mission statement that does not overlap too much with any other SG” (Drake).  
 
Other plans include a continuing collective effort by the Board to revitalize the 
RGSG, with the goal of cultivating more excitement about rural geography. There 
is a lot of dynamism and regular interaction among the Board members and a 
few other regulars, but a perceived apathy among the other members, as 
indicated by low attendance at the annual business meeting, a relatively small 
number of RGSG sponsored sessions, and little email traffic among members. 
As a Board, we have committed to exploring the potential for rebranding 
ourselves, perhaps to include scholars studying rural landscapes in the 
developing world rather than limiting the scope of the SG to the developed world.  
 
c. Business Meeting 
The 2011 annual business meeting was held on the evening of Wednesday April 
13, 2011in Seattle. Approximately 20 people attended.  Major topics of business 
included reports by officers and a discussion about the history and future of the 
group. We also provided information to attendees about the upcoming 7th 
Quadrennial Conference of British, Canadian, and American Rural Geographers 
to be held in Canada during Summer 2011. Priorities for use of RGSG funds 
adopted by the Directors at their 2010 meeting were presented to attendees as a 
starting point for discussion about how to spend money in the 2011-2012 term.   
Building on a panel discussion related to shaping the RGSG to be most 
beneficial to its members, it was decided to try to sponsor sessions at the 2012 



AAG Meeting that emphasized the RGSG’s interest in research in both the 
Global North and South as well as sessions that emphasized human-
environment and economic research linkages.   
 
d. Awards 
No RGSG awards were granted in 2011, in part due to reorganization of our 
awards process (and the discovery of the endowment [and accompanying 
instructions, e.g. suggestion an awards reception] for the John Fraser Hart 
award, information about which had not been handed down to RGSG from 
CARLU when the specialty group reorganized). Instead, an awards committee 
was formed to better plan coordinated sessions and reception to go along with 
2013 awards. 
 
e. Newsletter Information 
We produced our annual pre-meeting spring newsletter to inform members of 
special RGSG events and update them on recent RGSG happenings and 
upcoming meetings of interest; we have also started to send quarterly mini-
newsletters to the membership (and are in the process of trying to transition 
these over to the new Knowledge Community). See RGSG website to download 
the newsletter. http://rgsg.wordpress.com/ 
 
f. 2012 Meeting Plans 
We have a number of RGSG-sponsored sessions that have been organized for 
the 2012 meeting. Several of our Board members have organized two field trips 
that will focus on rural land uses and food activism in and around New York City. 
After the overwhelming success and participation of our members in the 2010 
and 2011 New Voices in Rural Geography session, the RGSG will again be 
sponsoring New Voices in Rural Geography sessions for students, junior faculty 
and researchers new to topics in rural geography. Colleen Hiner and Renata 
Blumberg have organized two New Voices sessions. New Voices in Rural 
Geography paper sessions offer the opportunity for students, junior faculty, and 
those new to research topics in rural geography to present their work and receive 
feedback from knowledgeable people in the field.  Students who contribute to the 
New Voices in Rural Geography paper sessions are also eligible to participate in 
the Rural Geography Specialty Group’s student paper competition.  We are 
hoping to grow on our success this year and offer multiple sessions to give 
everyone interested opportunities to present research in the field of rural 
geography.  
 
In addition, RGSG members have organized a talk we expect will attract 
considerable attention and attendence by well-known food scholar Janet 
Poppendieck. 
 
V. 2010 Membership and Participation 
As of 14 September 2011, the RGSG had 347 members (185 faculty and 162 
students).  This reflects a fairly steady membership number (2010: 354, 2009: 
337 members (169 faculty, 168 students); 2008: 335; 2007: 474 members. We 



are still looking into what happened between 2007 and 2008 when it appears that 
we somehow lost 140 members.  
 
VI. Financial Report 
Date Description  Receipts  Disbursements  Balance  

8/31/10 Balance forward 
  

 $ 3,551.95  
 9/30/10 Dues collected for September 2010 56.00  

 
 $ 3,607.95  

 10/31/10 Dues collected for October 2010 213.00  
 

 $ 3,820.95  
 11/30/10 Dues collected for November 2010 98.00  

 
 $ 3,918.95  

 12/31/10 Dues collected for December 2010 68.00  
 

 $ 3,986.95  
 1/12/11 Cadieux - reimbursement 

 
(324.15)  $ 3,662.80  

 1/31/11 Dues collected for January 2011 70.00  
 

 $ 3,732.80  
 2/28/11 Dues collected for February 2011 19.00  

 
 $ 3,751.80  

 3/31/11 Dues collected for March 2011 53.00  
 

 $ 3,804.80  
 4/4/11 Brandon Univ. - student accomodations 

 
(750.00)  $ 3,054.80  

 4/30/11 Dues collected for April 2011 39.00  
 

 $ 3,093.80  
 5/31/11 Dues collected for May 2011 37.00  

 
 $ 3,130.80  

 6/30/11 Dues collected for June 2011 33.00  
 

 $ 3,163.80  
 7/31/11 Dues collected for July 2011 45.00  

 
 $ 3,208.80  

 8/31/11 Dues collected for August 2011 51.00  
 

 $ 3,259.80  
 

      8/31/11 Balance 
  

 $ 3,259.80  
      

 


