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I. Mission Statement 

The Rural Geography Specialty Group (RSGS) seeks to promote and encourage research, teaching, and              
service in the field of Rural Geography. This shall be accomplished through: a) the sponsorship of paper                 
and discussion sessions at the regional and national meetings of the Association of American              
Geographers, as well as other symposiums and conferences whose theme relates to rural geography; b)               
the encouragement of junior scholars by hosting paper competitions and awarding research grants; c) the               
exchange of information among RSGS members; and d) the development of relations and interchange              
with other disciplines and specialty groups. 
 

II. Dues Information 
We charge $8 for regular members and $2 for students (in addition to membership to the Association of 
American Geographers). We collected $1,142.00 through February 2016.  
 
III. Officers 

 
Chair  

Ryan Bergstrom (East Lakes) (2013-2017) 
University of Minnesota Duluth 
rbergstr@d.umn.edu 

 
Secretary/Treasurer 

Dawn Drake (until 2018) 
Missouri Western University 
ddrake4@missouriwestern.edu 

 
Awards Director  

Chris Laingen (West Lakes) (until 2017) 
Eastern Illinois University 
crlaingen@eiu.edu 

 
Communications Director 

Lisa Powell (Until 2018) 
lisa.powell@ubc.ca 

 
Annual Meeting Director: Jill Clark (until 2017) (East Lakes) 

Ohio State University  
clark.1099@osu.edu 

 
 
Networking Director: Colleen Hiner (until 2018) (Southwest) 

University of Texas, San Marcos 



cchiner@txstate.edu 
 
Student Directors 

Sarah Mason (Until 2017) 
University of Western Ontario 
Smason27@uwo.ca 

 
Kathryn Bills (Until 2018) 
Montana State University 
kathryn.bill@msu.montana.edu 
 

Regional Directors 
Pacific Coast: Gina Thornburg (2018) 
Kansas State University 
Gkthornburg@gmail.com 

 
Southwest Division: Colleen Hiner  

 
West Lakes Division: Christopher R. Laingnen 

 
Great Plains-Rocky Mountain: Julia Haggerty (until 2017) 
Montana State University 
Julia.haggerty@montana.edu 

 
Middle States Division: Bill Whetherholt (until 2019) 
Frostburg State University  
wawetherholt@frostburg.edu 

 
Southeast: Larry Kleitches (until 2019) 
Georgia State University 
lkeitches@gsu.edu 

 
Canada: Lisa Powell (Until 2019) 
 

 
IV. Accomplishments 

A. Activities Scheduled 
 

The RGSG has continued our effort to recover institutional knowledge that was lost             
in the merger of the Contemporary Agriculture and Rural Land Use and Rural             
Development Specialty Groups. Three of our primary goals for 2017 are to continue             
our efforts to establish timelines for individual board members that, in conjunction            
with recent revisions to our Bylaws, will clearly align individual positions with the             
objectives and mission of the RGSG. In addition, an annual timeline for each             
leadership role will be developed to allow each position to have a clearer             
understanding of their responsibility on an ongoing basis. Second, we hope to            



develop and expand our relationships with rural geographers from underrepresented          
groups, and from institutions, public sector, and non-government organizations that          
may not regularly participate with the AAG to broaden and diversify our            
organization. Third, we will work to effectively transition our new co-chair into the              
Chair position by year's end, while simultaneously transitioning several new director           
positions.   

 
B. Future Plans and Directions 

 
Plans include a continuing collective effort by the Board to revitalize the RGSG, with              
the goal of cultivating more excitement about rural geography. There is a lot of              
dynamism and regular interaction among the Board members and a few other            
regulars, but a perceived apathy among the other members, as indicated by low             
attendance at the annual business meeting, a relatively small number of RGSG            
sponsored sessions, and little email traffic among members. We also believe that            
collaborative efforts, such as those with the Indigenous Peoples Specialty Group,           
Geographies of Food and Agriculture, Cultural and Political Ecologies, and          
Perceptions and Behaviors Specialty Groups are essential for the long-term          
sustainability and growth of the specialty group. As we transition to a new chair for               
2017, this will remain one of our top goals and will dictate the direction our new                
chair takes over the next 3 years.   

 
C. Business Meeting at the AAG Annual Meeting 

 
The 2016 annual business meeting was held over lunch on April 1st in San              
Francisco, CA; 11 members were in attendance. The meeting began with a            
discussion of the specialty groups finances led by Treasurer and Secretary, Dawn            
Drake. This was followed by an overview of the Specialty Groups Chair’s meeting             
by Ryan Bergstrom, as well as a discussion of adding a New Voices in Rural               
Geography Poster Session to build off of Oscar Larson’s initiative to expand poster             
sessions at the Annual Meeting. Old business included a discussion of the            
Quadrennial Meeting that was held in Wales (summer 2015), and the need to create              
a local coordinating committee in the United States for the 2019 meeting. There was              
also ongoing discussion on the ways that the RGSG can increase diversity, with a              
goal of reaching out to other specialty groups to determine how they are addressing              
diversity. New business included a discussion of the 2016 Board elections, followed            
by committee reports.   

 
D. Student Paper Awards 

 
The past year (Fall 2015 to Fall 2016) was relatively quiet for the RGSG Awards               
Committee, as the only award we had a competition for was the Student Paper Award               
at the San Francisco AAG. We had a good number of students participating in the               
competition (~20) with the award going to Jeffrey Jenkins of UC-Santa Cruz for his              
paper titled, “The Shifting Nature of Public Lands: Land Exchanges,          
Commensurability of Value, and Rare Earth in the West.” 



  
The 2017 meeting in Boston will feature three sessions that will honor the winners of               
our faculty recognition awards. Leslie Duram, Professor of Geography at Southern           
Illinois University-Carbondale was chosen as the recipient of the Donald Q. Innis            
Award for research excellence in food and agricultural geography; Darrell Napton,           
Professor of Geography at South Dakota State University was chosen as the recipient             
of the John Fraser Hart Award for research excellence in agricultural and/or rural             
geography; and John Hudson, Professor of Geography at Northwestern University          
was chosen as the recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award. The winners will             
be recognized during three back-to-back-to-back sessions in Boston where they will           
be joined by colleagues, former students, and friends in panel and paper sessions             
related to each award winner’s area of expertise. The next round of faculty awards              
will be determined in 2020 and awarded at the 2021 AAG meeting, although             
nominations may be submitted at any time to the RGSG Awards Chair. 
  
Looking forward to the Boston meeting, we just released information via the RGSG 
Knowledge Community for four awards; one that will be judged this fall, and three 
that will be awarded in Boston: 
·         Student Research Competition (proposals due Tuesday, Nov. 1, 2016) 
·         Student Paper Competition (presentation judged in Boston) 
·         Redd Center / Rural American West Paper Award (papers due Friday, March 3, 
2017) 
·         NEW! Student Poster Competition (poster judged in Boston) 

 
Awards Timeline 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
E. Newsletter Information 

 
After a period of transition following the departure of our long-time Communications            
Chair (Greta Lelea), Lisa Powell was appointed Chair of the Committee at the 2016              
Annual Meeting by Ryan Bergstrom (Chair). This appointment was a result of the early              
departure of the elected Communications Chair (Allison Brown). The RGSG newsletter           



continues to be offered in the spring and fall each year, with more timely information               
communicated to members via the AAG Knowledge Community and direct          
correspondence from the Chair.  

 
 

F. 2017 Annual Meeting Plans for Boston 
 
We have a number of RGSG-sponsored sessions that have been organized for the 2017              
meeting, and we are currently in the process of advertising for additional sessions. The              
RGSG is also sponsoring at least two field trips related to the political ecology of craft                
brewing in the greater-Boston area after Colleen Hiner’s incredibly successful field trips            
the last two years. It is anticipated that the number of sponsored and co-sponsored              
sessions at the 2017 Annual Meeting will not differ greatly from the 2016 Annual              
Meeting. In addition, based on the success of the 2015 and 2106 RGSG Business              
Meetings that were held during the lunch hour, we will again schedule our Business              
Meeting to coincide with the break between morning and afternoon RGSG-sponsored           
sessions. 

 
 
 

V. Membership and Participation 
According to the Knowledge Communities numbers, the RGSG had 325 members at the end of               
September 2016. Although total membership is down from 2015 (360 members), this reflects a              
substantial increase since 2014 (250 members). It also suggests the ongoing trend of moderating              
membership rates in recent years (2011: 347; 2010: 354; 2009: 337; 2008: 335)   
 
VI. Financial Report 

 
RGSG Finance Report FY 2015-2016 

Submitted by Dr. Dawn M. Drake 
April 1, 2016 

  
Starting Balance 3/31/2015: $4,486.79 
Ending Balance 2/29/2016: $4,462.02 
  
Income 
  
AAG Dues (thru February 2016)  $1,142.00 
  
Expenses 
  
Student Paper Award (membership for Sarah Mason) $56.00 
Quad Registration Fees (van Sant and Wetherholt) $1,022.00 
Wire Fee for Quad Registration $22.00 
  
EXPENSES May 1, 2015 – February 29, 2016 $1,100.00 



  
Encumbered Monies 
  
Student Paper Award (2016) $60.00 
Student Research Award (Fall 2016) $500.00 
  
TOTAL EXPENSES (including encumbered money) ($1,660.00) 
  
  
ENDING BALANCE (including encumbered money): $3,902.02 
  
John Fraser Hart Endowment Balance (8/31/2015)  $5,337.94 
Note: $1,671.52 unrestricted; $3,470.06 restricted 
Note: Endowment lost $196.36 over FY 2014-2015 
  
 
 
Upcoming Expenses in 2016-2017 
  
Student Paper Award (2017) $60.00 
Faculty Awards $150.00* 
REDD Center Award $0.00 

Working Annual Budget 
  

  
Awards:  $350 
($1000 for research awards, $240 for student paper ($60 each year), $150 for faculty awards – 
divided evenly over the 4 year cycle) 
  
Quadrennial Support: $550 
($2200 Support/4 year cycle) 
  
Support for Meeting Projects: $300 
(Both our own and other SG) 
  
Board Funds:   $50 
(For things like conference call fees, copies - would not be used in most years) 
  
Estimated Yearly Income: $1250 
  
MINIMUM END OF YEAR BALANCE: $0 
  
  
 
 
 



 
 

Actual Expenditures 
  
Awards:  $560 
(Research Award and student paper award) 
  
Quadrennial Support: $522 
(Balance of van Sant plus Wetherholt) 
  
Support for Meeting Projects: $0 
(Both our own and other SG) 
  
Board Funds:   $22 
(Wire fee) 
  
Yearly Income: $1142 
  
END OF YEAR BALANCE: $38 
 


