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Chair’s Letter: Rural Geography for a Broader 
Audience 

I realize I’m preaching to the choir on this one, but I’d 
like to emphasize a possible action some of us can take 
to increase the exposure of geography (generally) and 
rural geography (specifically) to students at our 
individual institutions. 

Here at Eastern Illinois University (EIU), all students on 
campus complete general education requirements, 
usually as freshmen and sophomores.  Two of EIU’s 
general education areas where geography courses are 
found are broadly categorized as “Scientific Awareness” 
and “Social and Behavioral Sciences”.  The former 
includes courses from our department that expose 
students to physical/environmental geography (e.g. 
The Natural Environment and Weather and Climate), 
while the latter includes our program’s human 
geography courses (e.g. Human Geography and World 
Regional Geography).   

Here’s the “preaching to the choir” part:  we all know 
how well-suited geography courses are for general 
education.  But something I’d like you to consider is 
that rural geography courses are too.  Think of how all 
rely upon our rural surroundings and resources every 
single day of our lives.  So, I got to thinking:  could I 
revise my upper-level, geography-major-only, rural 
geography course (GEO 3330 – Food and Agriculture) 
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into a general education course and, by doing so, reach a 
broader audience? 

For this to work I’d need to lower the course number 
and revise the content to something that a freshman or 
sophomore could handle.  First, I checked to see which 
general education category the class would be best 
suited for.  After reading what it meant for a course to 
be part of the Social and Behavioral Sciences portion of 
the general education curriculum, I knew it would hard 
to argue against a course on rural geography 
(generally), and food and agriculture (specifically): 

“In Social and Behavioral Science courses, students use 
critical thinking skills to develop insights into human 
behavior and discuss institutional forces that influence 
society. Students learn to analyze the past, develop 
insight into contemporary social life, and understand the 
impact of individual and social actions. Students learn to 
define problems or key debates in the social science field 
and interpret their importance for society. They read 
information that may have conflicting viewpoints or 
findings, critique the information, and draw conclusions 
that can be defended.”  -EIU Undergraduate Catalog, 
2017-18  

So, I figured, why not!?  The content of my Food and 
Agriculture course most assuredly fit those 
requirements.  I mean, I’m teaching students about 
where their food comes from, how it’s produced, who’s 
growing it, and their daily impact on local- to national-
scale economies and environments.  Agriculture 
(cropland and pasture/rangeland) and its associated 
land use systems cover over 40% of the Earth’s surface 
(55% of the U.S. alone), and are the leading contributor 
of carbon to the atmosphere.  I’d say this stuff matters.  
And my work’s themes are only a small-fraction of what 
rural geography is all about; many of you are doing 
good, important work on entirely different rural 
geography-related topics – topics just as relevant to 
general education as mine.  

 

(continued) 
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Once I convinced myself it was the right thing to do, all 
that was needed was a little work on my part:  writing a 
revised course proposal to lower the course from a 
junior/senior upper-level elective to a 
freshman/sophomore general education course, and 
then bringing the proposal before three department 
curriculum committees, one college committee, and one 
university committee.  This process started in the fall of 
2016, and one year later, almost to the day the process 
began, this course is now officially on the books as GEO 
2000G – Food and Agriculture.  With the exception of 
one minor hiccup along the way (another department 
seeing the course as “competition” that could take 
students away from their own courses), it passed 
through with unanimous approval. 

I’ll end this by challenging all of you to see if you can do 
the same – to see if you can bring geography (generally) 
and rural geography (specifically) to a wider audience 
of students. 

--Christopher R. Laingen 

 

New Orleans Here We Come! 

The 2018 AAG Annual Meeting is rapidly approaching, 
and we hope that everyone has all their travel 
arrangements in place so that attentions can turn to 
planning what sessions, field trips, and other events to 
attend while in New Orleans.  The AAG’s Annual 
Meeting website (http://annualmeeting.aag.org/) has 
full listings, and we have highlighted some RGSG-
sponsored events here.  
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The RGSG Business Meeting  will be held on Friday, 13 April, from 11:50-1:10 
in the Bourbon Room, Astor, Mezzanine! 

While the RGSG Business Meeting is about business, including nominations, planning 
for future events and awards, and budgets, it is also a time to catch up with fellow 
rural geographers and put faces to those listserve names.  Please join us! 

Quick Guide to RGSG Sponsored Sessions at AAG 2018 

Fill your days with Rural Geography!!! 

Day Time Title Room 
Weds 8-9:40 Climate Change and Agrarian 

Adaptation in the Global South 
Galvez, Marriott, 5th Floor 

Weds 8-9:40 New patterns of immigrant 
settlement outside the major 
cities 1 

Iris, Sheraton, 8th Floor 

Weds 10-11:40 New patterns of immigrant 
settlement outside the major 
cities 2 

Iris, Sheraton, 8th Floor 

Weds 10-11:40 Topics in U.S. Regional 
Geography 

Galvez, Marriott, 5th Floor 

Weds 1:20-3:00 
 

Finance and Rural Land: 
Assembling Markets for 
Investment 

Galvez, Marriott, 5th Floor 

Weds 3:20-5:00 Rural Identity in the Academy Galvez, Marriott, 5th Floor 
Weds 3:20-5:00 Agrobiodiversity in Conflict and 

Post-Conflict Landscapes: Paper 
Session 

Mid-City, Sheraton, 8th Floor 

Weds 5:20-7:00 Rural Geography in Africa, Asia, 
and Middle and South America 
(with IGU-CSRS) 

Galvez, Marriott, 5th Floor 

Thurs 8-9:40 Rethinking Food Access 
Research 1: Food deserts. 
Whose access are we mapping? 

Grand Ballroom D, Astor, 
2nd Floor 

Thurs 10-11:40 Rethinking Food Access 
Research 2: Food Entitlements. 
Food Assistance Programs and 
Food Access 

Grand Ballroom D, Astor, 
2nd Floor 

Thurs 10-11:40 China's Belt and Road Initiative: 
Views from the ground (v) - 
Scope and scale: How (or if) 
Pacific Islands, Africa and Latin 
America fit within the BRI 

Regent, Marriott, 4th Floor 

Thurs 10-11:40 Political Ecology of the 
American West: a New 
Generation 

Gallier A, Sheraton, 4th Floor 
 

Thurs 1:20-3:00 Rethinking Food Access Grand Ballroom D, Astor, 
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Research 3: Food Charity and 
Emergency Food Access 

2nd Floor 

Thurs 1:20-3:00 Farmer decision-making in a 
changing world: Probing the 
complexities of farmer action 
for more sustainable and just 
food systems - I 

Balcony M, Marriott, 4th 
Floor 

Thurs 3:20-5:00 Rethinking Food Access 
Research 4: Questioning food 
alterity: Imagining new 
pathways to food security 

Grand Ballroom D, Astor, 
2nd Floor 

Thurs 3:20-5:00 Global Connectivities in the 
Rural South and the Rural North 
I 

Studio 9, Marriott, 2nd Floor 
 

Thurs 3:20-5:00 Farmer decision-making in a 
changing world: Probing the 
complexities of farmer action 
for more sustainable and just 
food systems - II 

Balcony M, Marriott, 4th 
Floor 

Thurs 5:20-7:00 Rethinking Food Access 
Research 5: Panel Session 

Grand Ballroom D, Astor, 
2nd Floor 

Thurs 5:20-7:00 Global Connectivities in the 
Rural South and the Rural North 
II 

Studio 9, Marriott, 2nd Floor 
 

Thurs 5:20-7:00 Farmer decision-making in a 
changing world: Probing the 
complexities of farmer action 
for more sustainable and just 
food systems - III 

Balcony M, Marriott, 4th 
Floor 

Fri 8-9:40 New Voices in Rural Geography 
I 

Bourbon Room, Astor, 
Mezzanine 

Fri 8-9:40 Urban, Rural and Exurban 1 Poydras, Sheraton, 3rd Floor 
Fri 8-9:40 Farmer Participation 1: Farmer 

Decision-Making in Agri-
Environment Schemes 

Grand Ballroom B, Astor, 2nd 
Floor 

Fri 10-11:40 Urban, Rural and Exurban 2 Poydras, Sheraton, 3rd Floor 
Fri 10-11:40 Farmer Participation 2: 

Tradeoffs Between Production 
and Conservation 

Grand Ballroom B, Astor, 2nd 
Floor 

Fri 11:50-
1:10 

RURAL GEOGRAPHY SPECIALTY 
GROUP MEETING 

Bourbon Room, Astor, 
Mezzanine  

Fri 1:20-3 Rural economies, resources, 
and accessibility 

Bourbon Room, Astor, 
Mezzanine  

Fri 1:20-3 Placing the Wild: the borders 
and boundaries of rewilding 1 

Edgewood AB, Sheraton, 4th 
Floor 

Fri 3:20-5 Agricultural Innovations and 
Land Use 

Bourbon Room, Astor, 
Mezzanine 

Fri 3:20-5 Global Rural Transitions and Gallier B, Sheraton, 4th Floor 
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Sustainability (IGU-CSRS 
sponsored) - Session 1 

Fri 3:20-5 Peripheral and Emerging 
Tourism Destinations: 
Challenges and Opportunities 

Balcony K, Marriott, 4th 
Floor 

Fri 3:20-5 Placing the Wild: the borders 
and boundaries of rewilding 2 

Edgewood AB, Sheraton, 4th 
Floor 

Fri 3:20-5 Resource Royalties: Rural 
Investment Mechanisms in an 
Era of Uncertainty I 

Grand Ballroom B, Astor, 2nd 
Floor 

Fri 3:20-5 Scaling Geographies of Rural 
Change 

Napoleon C2, Sheraton 3rd 
Floor 

Fri 5:20-7 Global Rural Transitions and 
Sustainability (IGU-CSRS 
sponsored) - Session 2 

Gallier B, Sheraton, 4th Floor 

Fri 5:20-7 Out-migration, rural livelihoods 
and environmental policies 

Estherwood, Sheraton, 4th 
Floor  

Fri 5:20-7 Resource Royalties: Rural 
Investment Mechanisms in an 
Era of Uncertainty II 

Grand Ballroom B, Astor, 2nd 
Floor  

Sat 10-11:40 The other food system(s): 
informal, non-monetary and 
alternative food practices II 

Bacchus, Marriott, 4th Floor 

Sat 2-3:40 The other food system(s): 
informal, non-monetary and 
alternative food practices III 

Bacchus, Marriott, 4th Floor 

 

Field Trip! 

There has been a late-breaking addition to the list of AAG Field Trips and it is 
sponsored by the RGSG. 

F2_3 Zydeco, Gumbo, and Black Innovators: A Day Trip to Southwestern 
Louisiana Creole Country 

Wednesday, April 11, 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
Organizer: Alexandra Giancarlo 
Capacity: 27 
Cost/person: $95.00 
This field trip is a day trip to the southwestern part of Louisiana, home to the mixed-
race French heritage Creoles. In collaboration with community members, we will be 
treated to a traditional Creole lunch and listen to a private music demo by renowned 
zydeco artist Keith Frank (and have a Q&A with the artist). The Black History Month 
exhibit at Opelousas Museum ("African American Business Owners and Innovators") 
has been extended to accommodate our group and the exhibit's curator, a Creole 
community historian, will be guiding our tour. Over the course of the day, we will 
learn about Creoles' little-acknowledged history—such as Creole cowboys, predating 
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much of the white settlement of the area—and their often-obscured contributions to 
the region’s cultural offerings. En route, we will watch a classic documentary film on 
Creole lifeways by ethnomusicologist Nicholas Spitzer (Tulane) to set the scene. 

Call for Nominations: Rural Geography Specialty Group 

Submitted by Dawn Drake 

The Rural Geography Specialty Group has several offices that are open for 
nominations this year and we are seeking motivated individuals that are interested 
in serving their discipline through the work of the Rural Geography Specialty Group.  
Terms are three years in length, with the exception of student representative, which 
is a two-year position.  You can run for multiple terms as a RGSG officer.  For more 
information on the duties of RGSG officers or to be added to the 2018 ballot, please 
email Secretary/Treasurer, Dawn M. Drake at ddrake4@missouriwestern.edu 

You may self-nominate or nominate someone else for the positions below.  
Nominations will close at the RGSG Business Meeting at the AAG Annual Meeting in 
Boston on Friday April 13, 2018 (11:50am-12:50pm in Bourbon Room on the 
Mezzanine Level of the Astor Crowne Plaza) 

Open Positions: 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Director – At Large 

Director – East Lakes Region 

Director – Pacific Coast Division 

Director – Southwest Region 

Director – West Lakes Region 

Student Representative 

The Rural Geography Specialty Group promotes research and education related to 
contemporary rural landscapes, societies, and economies in the developed and 
developing world. Specialty group members conduct research across an array of 
topics, including agriculture; land use; environmental governance; population; rural 
health, crime, and poverty; food systems; indigenous peoples; and rural 
restructuring processes. 
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Rural Quadrennial 2019 

Submitted by Cheryl Morse 
 
Peter Nelson (Middlebury College) and Cheryl Morse (University of Vermont) are 
pleased to announce they will host the Ninth Quadrennial Conference of British, 
Canadian, and American Rural Geographers in Vermont, USA.  The meeting is 
scheduled for Saturday, July 13- Friday, July 19, 2019.  The conference theme is 
“Working Landscapes and Livable Communities.” We will spend time at the 
University of Vermont, Middlebury College, and the Mad River Valley.  Field studies 
will take us to the Northeast Kingdom and Champlain Valley regions of the state.  
More information and a call for applications will be available in the summer of 2018. 

Recent and Forthcoming Publications  
Submitted by RGSG members.  Thanks to all who submitted!  Submit publications for the next 
newsletter (to appear in October 2018) to rgsgnews@gmail.com. 

Gosnell, H., B. C. Chaffin, J. B. Ruhl, C. (Tony) Arnold, R. K. Craig, M. H. Benson and A. 
Devenish. 2017. Transforming (perceived) rigidity in environmental law through 
adaptive governance: a case of Endangered Species Act implementation. Ecology and 
Society 22 (4):42. [online] URL: 
https://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol22/iss4/art42/ (The article is part of a 
Special Feature led by Lance Gunderson and Barb Cosens called "Practicing 
Panarchy: Assessing Legal Flexibility, Ecological Resilience, and Adaptive 
Governance in U.S. Regional Water Systems Experiencing Climate Change”) 

Roba, G.M., M.A. Lelea, O. Hensel and B. Kaufmann. Forthcoming - 2018. Making 
decisions without reliable information: The struggle of local traders in the pastoral 
meat supply chain. Food Policy [in press]. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foodpol.2018.01.013 

Statz, M. and L. R. Pruitt. 2018. To recognize the tyranny of distance: A spatial 
reading of Whole Woman’s Health v. Hellerstedt. Environment and Planning A [online 
first]. http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0308518X18757508 . Brief 
summary: Prioritizing rural distance as material, legal and gendered, this article 
engages and augments the nascent field of feminist legal geographies. It likewise 
challenges legal geographers’ insistence on urban space by uncovering the ways in 
which even the relative “emptiness” of distance is intimately consequential. Finally, it 
makes connections between the exercise of the abortion right and the exercise of 
other rights that implicate distance, most notably the right to vote. 

Tröger, K., M.A. Lelea, O. Hensel and B. Kaufmann, 2018. Embracing the Complexity: 
Surfacing Problem Situations with Multiple Actors of the Pineapple Value Chain in 
Uganda, Systemic Practice and Action Research, Available online as of January 30, 
2018. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11213-018-9443-1 

mailto:rgsgnews@gmail.com
https://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol22/iss4/art42/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foodpol.2018.01.013
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0308518X18757508
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11213-018-9443-1
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Tröger, K., M.A. Lelea and B. Kaufmann, Forthcoming - 2018. The fine line between 
trusting and cheating: Exploring relationships between actors in Ugandan pineapple 
value chains. European Journal of Development Research. 
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41287-018-0134-7 

Tools 

The Research and Training Center on Disability in Rural Communities (RTC:Rural) 
and the Association of Programs for Rural Independent Living (APRIL) are excited to 
announce that an updated version of the Toolkit for Operating a Rural 
Transportation Voucher Program is now available to download for FREE. The Toolkit 
for Operating a Rural Transportation Voucher Program provides a model that 
describes how to bring together community members and resources to develop and 
operate a transportation system in rural areas. The Toolkit is available in PDF and 
text-only versions. Please contact Billy Altom (bwaltom@sbcglobal.net) or Andrew 
Myers (andrew.myers@umontana.edu) with any questions or comments. Free rural 
transportation toolkit now available from RTC:Rural and APRIL: 
http://rtc.ruralinstitute.umt.edu/resources/transportation-voucher-toolkit/  

Calls 

CFP for a Panel at the European Association of Social Anthropologists 2018 

Conference in Stockholm 

Submitted by Lauri Turpeinen 

“Moving from, moving to, moving in the countryside: Ethnographic perspectives on 

rural mobilities” 

Rural spaces are and always have been shaped by and connected to many forms of 

mobility. These encompass in-migration and out-migration, but also internal 

movement. We invite researchers engaged in the cultural analysis of and 

ethnographies dealing with topics of mobility and rural spaces. 

Find more information and propose a paper at: 

https://nomadit.co.uk/easa/easa2018/conferencesuite.php/panels/6450 

CFP for Tropentag 2018, organised by Ghent University (Ghent, Belgium), September 

17-19, 2018 

Submitted by Greta Lelea 

Tropentag 2018 will take place at Ghent University, Ghent, Belgium, from September 

17-19. The call for papers and preliminary conference information is now available 

https://doi.org/10.1057/s41287-018-0134-7
http://rtc.ruralinstitute.umt.edu/resources/transportation-voucher-toolkit/
https://nomadit.co.uk/easa/easa2018/conferencesuite.php/panels/6450
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at: http://www.tropentag.de  The theme is 'Global food security and food safety: The 

role of universities.’ 

The deadline for submission of your abstract(s) is April 15, 2018. There will be no 

extension of this submission deadline. The conference language is English and high 

quality abstracts of original research (250-350 words) are invited to be submitted 

using the online form at: 

http://submission.tropentag.de  

Based on the quality of the submission, reviewers will decide upon the suitability of 

the contribution for presentation at the conference. Contributions of an 

interdisciplinary nature will be preferentially selected as oral presentation. We 

encourage specifically younger scientists to make submissions.  

Poster contributions will be grouped into thematic clusters and will be addressed in 

guided poster sessions. During the guided poster sessions, every poster presenter 

will introduce her/his topic (3 minutes talk). 

Notifications of acceptance will be sent on June 15, 2018. 

All accepted contributions will be published in the conference proceedings and on 

the Tropentag homepage. Contributions from authors not attending or presenting 

their submissions at the Tropentag will be deleted from the online version of the 

proceedings; so if you make submissions you are expected to attend the conference. 

For more detailed information please see the call text at 

http://www.tropentag.de/conference/call_tt2018.pdf 

Organise your own workshop: We offer you the opportunity to organise your own 

workshop, specifically adapted to your target audience. The idea is that you either 

network targeting a specific topic or you offer capacity building, tasks forces for 

projects and follow your own initiative. The only condition is that your topic should 

be related to tropical agriculture in a wider sense.  

Please see the call text for further information or visit 

http://www.tropentag.de/conference/workshop.php 

Thanks for reading the Spring 2018 RGSG Newsletter!  You 
can submit content to Lisa at any time for upcoming 
newsletters.  Email it to rgsgnews@gmail.com! 

http://www.tropentag.de/
http://submission.tropentag.de/
http://www.tropentag.de/conference/call_tt2018.pdf
http://www.tropentag.de/conference/workshop.php
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